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(57) Abstract

(54) Title: ARRANGEMENT FOR THE CLEANING OF VENETIAN BLINDS AND RELATED ARTICLES

An arrangement for wet cleaning of Venetian blinds is configured as an oblong, low double vessel for receiving cleaning liquid and
rinsing liquid respectively for successive submersions of Venetian blinds therein, and with an upwardly—extending frame for the support of
unfolded blinds in a draining and drying position over the rinsing vessel. The frame can be collapsible, while the vessel parts and associated
drip-wall can be made of foil material, whereby the whole arrangement can be packed together to form a compact and easily portable unit.
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Arrangement for the cleaning of Venetian blinds and re-

lated articles.

The present invention concerns an arrangement for the
cleaning of Venetian blinds and related articles.

With arrangements of this type, there can immediately be
envisaged diverse special brushes for in-situ use, since
other special aids for the purpose are hardly to be found,
but while these brushes can well be used for the removal of
dust and loose surface dirt, they are not suitable for more
thorough cleaning of the blind’s slats, e.g. with regard to
the same type of dirt deposits which collect on window panes
and which require thorough polishing from time to time. Where
the slats of Venetian blinds are concerned, a somewhat higher
degree of dirt deposit than precisely that on window panes
can certainly be accepted, but there can be need, however,
for a “main cleaning” and thus a proper cleaning at certain,
longer intervals of time. It is hereby known to make use of
certain ad-hoc methods such as laborious “polishing” with a
wet cloth or - after the blind has been taken down - by rins-
ing of the blind in a wet room or by dipping it in a bath.
These methods are also laborious, and they still do not give
particularly perfect results.

The invention aims at providing a special arrangement
which is specifically applicable for the effective wet clean-
ing of Venetian blinds after they have been dismounted, and
which is intended primarily for use in institutional cleaning
sectors or by service suppliers, and resgpectively for private
use on a rental basis.

The invention is based on the observation of the fact
that an effective cleaning can be achieved by submerging the
blind in a typical cleaning liquid, e.g. one containing a
soap suitable for the purpose, and a subsequent submerging in

rinsing water, after which the blind is removed from the
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cleaning liquid and allowed to drain and possibly dried. On
this basis, the invention provides an arrangement which com-
prises two parallel, oblong vessel sections, i.e. for con-
taining a relatively modest amount of cleaning liquid and
rinsing water respectively, seen in comparison with that wvol-
ume which is taken up by a folded blind, and which in addi-
tion over the rinsing-water vessel part has an upright plate
or hanger part with means for the support of the blind taken
from the rinsing vessel in unfolded state, so that the same
vessel can receive the rinsing water which drips from the
blind. In connection with the upright structure, there can
possibly also be provided means for the heating of the drip-
ping blind with the object of hastening the drying hereof,
and the relevant support means can be arranged to be able to
support several cleaned, hanging blinds at the same time,
whereby the cleaning capacity can be maximised. It will be
possible that the slats of the blinds taken from the relevant
arrangement will not even have chalk stains remaining from
the rinsing water, and that with the use of a special rinsing
liquid a coating of wax can be achieved on the slats, which
consequently do not become dirty so easily.

The treatment discussed does not need to be carried out
in a decidedly wet room, merely providing that there exists a
drain in the floor which, possibly through suitable hoses,
can receive the remains of cleaning and rinsing water in the
respective vessels if or when the arrangement is no longer to
be used in the relevant place. The local environment can
hereby be spared from the freely dripping rinsing water, in
that under the area in which the blind or blinds are hung to
drain, an inclined wall is provided which leads all the drip-
ping water directly down to the rinsing water vessel.

If the liquids are considered to be fit for reuse, or if

a suitable drain does not exist in the room, the contents of
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the respective vessels can eventually be fed back to trans-
port containers by means of a small electric pump.

It is an important aspect of the invention that the ar-
rangement disclosed, in addition to being able to be provided
as a fixed and possibly movable apparatus, can also be con-
figured as a mobile and collapsible unit which comprises col-
lapsible frame parts for the support of the above-mentioned
vessel- and inclined-wall parts, while these in themselves
can be configured from simple, flexible foil materials. On
this basis it is possible to configure the arrangement in
such a manner that it can be folded together to form an eas-
ily portable structure which can be set up simply and quickly
in any suitable room or, for that matter, outdoors. The
folded-together parts can be packed in a long holster, e.g.
of canvas, with a hand-grip in the middle, and preferably
with instructions for setting up and use printed in a durable
manner.

The invention will now be described in more detail with
reference to the drawing, in which

Fig. 1 1is a perspective view of an arrangement according
to the invention, and

Fig. 2 is a side view of a slightly modified arrangement.

The main component parts of the arrangement shown in Fig.
1 are a pair of oblong liquid vessels 2 and 4, preferably
built together, for cleaning and rinsing liquid respectively,
and from here an upwardly-extending frame part 6 with a
crossbar 8 which carries a number of projecting support arms
10 which extend in over the vessel area and at a height ade-
quate enough to allow at least one ordinary Venetian blind to
be hung freely over the top of the vessel. In Fig. 2, a blind
hanging in such a manner is indicated by the reference number
11. Between the crossbar 8 and the rear edge of the rinsing

vessel 4, there is preferably provided an inclined plate 12.
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The arrangement is used after the vessel 2 has been
filled with cleaning liquid and the vessel 4 with rinsing
liquid. The cleaning liquid used can be a soap solution which
in a self-acting manner can loosen dirt, nicotine, grease de-
posits etc. within a reasonably few minutes, while the rins-
ing water used can be pure water, though preferably deminer-
alized water, possibly in a slightly acid composition for ex-
tra counteraction against the formation of chalk stains on
the slats of the blind, and preferably containing a waxing
agent e.g. as known from car-washing plants.

The blind to be cleaned is held in dismounted and freely-
hanging state over the vessel part 2 and then lowered into
it, whereby it is allowed to fold completely together down in
the vessel. During the lowering of the blind, however, the
individual slats will come into full contact with the clean-
ing liquid, and the blind can possibly be moved up and down a
few times so that contact with the liquid is intensified. Af-
ter e.g. 5-15 minutes, both the slats and the associated
cords will have been cleaned, after which the blind merely
requires a suitable rinsing.

This rinsing is carried out by lifting the blind up out
of the vessel part 2 and then lowering it down into its
folded state in the vessel part 4. Also here it can be advan-
tageous to lift the blind up and down a few times to create
repeated rinsing turbulence at the surfaces of the slats. The
handling of the blind is hereby not critical, in that even
though the blind is moved slightly to the rear of the vessel
4, the rinsing liquid which drips from the blind will be led
down into this vessel, i.e. under the influence of the in-
clined backplate 12. For corresponding reasons, this plate
can possibly be arranged to be swung forward for connection
with the intermediate upper edge 14 between the vessels 2 and

4, i.e. so that it serves to lead the cleaning liquid back to
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the vessel 2 when the blind is raised and lowered in relation
to this vessel.

After a few minutes, when the blind is considered to have
been effectively rinsed, it can be suspended freely hanging
down from the upper support arm 10 with the view to a rela-
tively brief draining-off period. Due to the rearwardly-
inclined position of the backplate 12, it will be possible to
hang e.g. a series of up to ten blinds on the arms 10 for mu-
tual draining, even though several of them are hanging down
behind the rear edge of the vessel 4, in that the water drip-
ping from these blinds will still be led down into this ves-
sel.

After a suitable draining-off period, the blind or the
related articles are simply removed from the frame for re-
mounting in their respective places.

The embodiment of the arrangement shown in Fig. 2 shall
serve to illustrate that both the vessel parts 2, 4 and the
backplate 12 can be configured from a flexible and herewith
collapsible foil material assembled beforehand in a suitable
manner, i.e. by means of welds, so that these parts can eas-
ily be folded together, as is also the case with the remain-
ing parts of the structure, i.e. the whole of the arrangement
will easily be able to be constructed with the possibility of
folding together to form a compact, portable, oblong package.

In special variations, the arrangement can be configured
with increased frame height for adjustment to blinds of door
height, for example with the use of telescopically extendible
frame bars.

For a final emptying of the vessel parts 2 and 4, these
can be provided with lower outlet stubs 16 and 18 which can
be connected to a floor drain via hoses, or e.g. via a simple
pump for the re-filling of respective transport containers.

In connection with the invention, special draining-off

and drying stations can be arranged whereby the drawn-up
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blinds rest over special draining trays and/or are exposed to
active blowing of drying air. Moreover, in connection with
the vessel parts 2 and 4, means can be arranged for the auto-
matic lowering and lifting of the blinds in relation to these
vessel parts.

The arrangement will also be suitable for the cleaning of
roller blinds. For maintaining the central rod of these
blinds, the holding arms 10 can be configured with corre-
sponding engagement sockets. The vessels can also be used for
the cleaning of fittings, gratings and light tubes.

If desired, the arrangement can comprise one or more ad-
ditional vessels, e.g. for wax treatment or impregnation. One
or more vessels can be equipped with special means for clean-
ing or heating, e.g. ultrasound sources, heating elements,
stirrers and the like. It must be emphasized, however, that
with the arrangement in its quite simple embodiment, e.g. cf.
Fig. 2, extremely good help is already afforded in carrying

out ordinary cleaning.
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CLAIMS:

1. Arrangement for the cleaning of Venetian blinds and
corresponding articles, characterized in that it
comprises a pair of oblong vessels with a height sufficient
to receive a folded-together blind, and which are intended to
contain cleaning liquid and rinsing liquid respectively, and
an upwardly-extending frame with support means for the sus-
pension of an unfolded blind in a draining position over the
rinsing vessel.

2. Arrangement according to claim 1, charact e-

r iz ed in that in connection with an upwardly-extending
frame there is provided a backplate or backsheet which from
above extends forwards and downwards in an inclined manner to
the rear edge of the rinsing vessel.

3. Arrangement according to claim 1, char act e-

r iz ed in that a crossbar on the frame is configured with
support arms for several blinds.

4. Arrangement according to claim 1, char ac t e-
rized in that it is configured as a collapsible struc-
ture with support parts for said vessels, in that these con-
sist of foil material.

5. Arrangement according to claim 1, ch ar ac t e-

r i z e d in that the vessel parts are provided with lower

tapping-off stubs and associated outlet hoses.
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