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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ABNER CUTLER, a citi-
zen of the United Staies, residing at Bllﬂalo
in the county of Erie and State of New 101L
5 haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Presses for Desk and other Drawers;
and I do hereby declare the following to e a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, sach as will enable others skilled in the

10 art to which it appertains to make and usethe
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to letters or figures of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form 2 part of
this specification:

My invention consists, broadly, of a pressin
which a desk or other drawer can be quickly
and exactly adjusted as to size in the opera-
fion of putting the different parts together.
The front and rear portions of the drawer are
20 generally seeured to the side portion by dove-

tail joints, and the bottomissecured in grooves

in the side portions. It has been the practice
heretofore to put these parts together and ad-
Jjust them as to size entirely by hand, and it
25 requires considerable time and manipulation
to do this in an accurate manner. - I propose,
by the aid of my improved press, to save one-
half if not more, of the time heretofore con-
sumed in adjusting the parts of the drawer,

30 and to make any number of the drayers thus
pub together of exactly the same size; no per-
ceptible variation being possible.

To these ends my invention econsists more
particnlarly of a bed inwhich the drawer to be

35 adjusted rests, such bed having oné perma-
nent side wall and one permanent end wall.
The other side wall of the press is detached
from the bed and adapted to be adjusted there-
on toward and from the drawer by any suit-

40 able means which will produce the pressure
required. Gage-blocks of the exact width re-
quired in the drawer are used at each end of
the press, one of such gage-blocks. resting
against the permanent end wall of the bed, and

45 the other gage-block forming the opposite end
wall of the press, and adapted to receive an
inward pressure by suitable means.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

- view of my improved press. TFig. 2 is an end

15

(No model.y

elevation of the same mounted upon a table. 50
Tig. 3 is a side elevation of Iig. 2; and Fig. 4
is a section of the press, takenin lhe line 2
Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ 1s the stand or
table upon which the press rests.

b is the bottom plate of the bed.

V' is a longitudinal strengthening-rib, and
b* b ave transverse strengthening-ribs, all cast
integral with the plate b.

¥ b are openings in the phtp b for dimin- 60
ishing its weight.

¢ is the pe1manent side of the bed, and ¢ ¢
are strengthening-ribs.

d is txhe permmment end, and "its strength-
ening-rib.

¢ is'a vertical end lug, and ¢ ¢ are vertical
side lags, projecting upward from the bottom
plate, b. - These lugs have serew-threaded
holes forthe 1ecept10n of the adjusting-serews,
to be described hereinafter.

The parts thus far described are all prefer-
ably cast in one piece.

.J is the movable and adjustable side wall of
the press having thechannel fin its outerside:

71 are seats or bearings for the reception 75
of the de]ustmo -serews ¢ ¢, having the hand-
wheels ¢' ¢. These serews pass through the
lugs ¢ ¢ and into-the bearings /7 7.

h-is a gage-block, which rests against ithe
permanent end d, as shown. It will be ob- 8o
served that the end d is mot so wide as the
gage-block %, so that different-sized gages can
be employed. - &' is another gage-block, of the
same size as the Mock h, which is placed be-
tween the permanent side ¢ and movable side 85
g at the other end of the bed. This gage-block
i serves, additionally, as an end wall, and is
moved inwardly, as occasion requires, by the
screw I, having the hand-wheel /. This serew
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% works in the scerew-threaded lug e, and has go

a bearing, [, upon the gage- block 7', against
which it presses

m are the sides, and w/
drawer to be operated upon,
shown in’ Figs. 2 and 4.

the bottom, of the
as partially

The operation of my press is as follows: The
dovetails of the drawer having been partially
put together and the bottom slid into the




[&]

.grooves in the side, the drawer is placed in the
bed of the press against the permanent side ¢
and the gage 7, which has pr eviously been
placed in position. The gage &’ and the mov-
5 able side /' are then, by means of the adjust-
"~ ing-serews, pressed tightly against the con-
tiguous side and end of the drawer, the side f
being moved up until it meets the ends of the
gages 1 and %', -These gages h and /' are ex-
actly the same width as is required in the
drawers. It will thus be readily seen that any
number of these drawers can be quickly ad-
justed: to the same size without the necessity
of subsequent planing and finishing.
15 The gages & and %’ are prefembly made of
hard well seasoned wood.

I do not wish to confine myself to the form
of adjusting devices herein shown, as it is ap-
parent that the same result could be accom-
plished by means of cams or wedges in as ef-
tective a manner as with the serews and hand-
wheels here employed. I preferably employ
these devices, as with them a quick and aceu-
rate adjustment ean be made. My form of

IO

20

25 press is adapted, without change in eonstrue-

283,468

tion, for drawers of different sizes. Tor in-
stance, if a smaller drawer than that shownin .
the dmwmos is to be adjusted, it is only nec-
essary to pu’o a block in the bottom of the press
whiech is of sufficient size to bring the centér zo
of the drawer opposite the points where the
pressure is fupphed

I claim—

" A press for adjusting desk and other draw-
ers to their proper size, consisting of the bed 33
b, having the lugs ¢ and ¢ ¢, the permanent
side wall, ¢, the permanent end wall, d, the’
movable side wall, f; the loose gage-blocks %
and #, placed between the permanent and
movable side walls, to limit the movement of 4c
themovableside wall, and the adjusting-serews

¢ ¢ and L, all combined and operating substan-

tially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have signed myname
to this specification in the presence of twosub- 45
scribing witnesses. 7

ABNER CUTLER.

Witnesses:

J. D. Jocoy,
W. T. MILLER.




