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FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: In certain aspects, disclosed methods include combining reference light reflected from a reference surface with test
light reflected from a test surface to form combined light, the test and reference light being derived from a common source, sinu-
soidally varying a phase between the test light and reference light, where the sinusoidal phase variation has an amplitude «,
recording at least one interference signal related to changes in an intensity of the combined light in response to the sinusoidal vari-
ation of the phase, determining information related to the phase using a phase shifting algorithm that has a sensitivity that varies as
a function of the sinusoidal phase shift amplitude, where the sensitivity of the algorithm at 2 « is 10% or less of the sensitivity of
the algorithm at u.
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