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57 ABSTRACT 

A novelty and educational image transfer unit is pro 
vided which includes a substrate having an inner, cen 
tral area and a plurality of outer areas in surrounding 
relationship therewith, a folding assembly for permit 
ting each of the outer areas to fold over and contact the 
inner area, and a series of individual designs on each of 
the outer areas, each design being capable of receiving 
a transferable coloring composition so that as each 
outer area is folded over the inner area the coloring 
composition carried by the design for that area is trans 
ferred to the inner area forming a composite multicol 
ored design thereon. 

3 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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NOVELTY AND EDUCATIONALMAGE 
TRANSFER UNIT 

This invention relates generally to an image transfer 
unit and more particularly to an educational and nov 
elty item for children in which a series of individual de 
signs can be painted, inked or otherwise colored and 
then individually transferred onto an uncolored area to 
form a composite design thereon. 

Briefly the image transfer unit of this invention in 
cludes: 1. a substrate having an inner area centrally dis 
posed thereon and two or more outer areas adjacent to 
and in surrounding relationship with the inner area; 2. 
folding means disposed about the periphery of the 
inner area for separating the inner area from each of 
the outer areas and for permitting each of the outer 
areas to fold over and contact a portion of the inner 
area; and 3. individual designs imposed on each of the 
outer areas, each design being adapted to receive a 
transferable coloring composition so that as each outer 
area is folded over and contacts the inner area the col 
oring composition carried by the design for that area is 
transferred to the inner area causing a composite de 
sign to be imposed thereon. 
This invention will be more readily understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of the invention in 

which four individual outer flaps each carrying a partic 
ular design, surround and can be folded over a central 
area on which a final composite design is formed; and 
FIG. 2 illustrates another embodiment of the inven 

tion in which water activated coloring compositions, 
used for coloring each of the designs, are carried by the 
substrate itself at the four outer corners thereof. 

In accordance with this invention and as shown in 
FIG. 1, a series of individual flaps or outer areas 10 
through 13 are mounted adjacent to and in surrounding 
relationship with a centrally disposed inner or central 
area 14. The entire image transfer unit, comprising 
flaps 10 through 13 and inner area 14, is generally con 
structed from a paper or cardboard substrate, although 
any other types of flexible substrate material could also 
easily be employed. As shown in FIG. 1, each of the 
outer areas is provided with an individual design, 15 
through 18, that is adapted to receive and carry a trans 
ferable coloring composition, such as paint, ink, water 
colors or the like. 
Inner area 14, in turn, is provided with a plurality of 

slots 22 to firmly hold blotter assembly 27 in a fixed po 
sition as each of the outer areas is folded over (and 
thereby transfers coloring composition onto) the blot 
ter. Blotter 27 can be easily inserted into slots 22 and 
removed therefrom merely by bending each of the cor 
ners of the blotter until they engage or are clear from 
slots 22 Typically it is desirable to construct blotter 27 
from paper or cardboard, but unlike the overall sub 
strate material, blotter 27 preferably has a rather 
coarse, canvas-like texture suitable for receiving and 
absorbing coloring composition from each of the outer 
areas 10 through 13. 

Folding lines 28 are disposed about the periphery of 
inner area 14 and serve to separate the inner area from 
each of the outer areas 10-13 and to permit each of the 
outer areas to be folded over and contact a portion of 
blotter 27. Typically fold lines 28 are formed simply by 
imposing a series of indentations or perforations in fold 
lines 28 sufficiently close so that each of the outer areas 
10-13 can be individually detached from inner area 14 
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2 
after the transfer process has been completed. In this 
way the final composite design 19 on blotter 27 can be 
mounted, hung or framed if desired. Alternatively, 
however, fold lines 28 can be formed as a non 
detachable continuous crease or groove rather than the 
series of indentations shown in FIG. 1. 

It should be noted that inner area 14 is also provided 
with a hook type punch out arrangement 20 and 
mounting stand type punch out 21 each of which can 
be used for mounting the finished composite design 
after the entire transfer process has been completed. 

In practice the transfer unit of this invention can be 
operated as follows. Design 15 on flap 10, for example, 
can first be filled in with a paint, water color or ink type 
water activated transfer composition having some spe 
cific color. After the design 15 is completely filled in, 
flap 10 is folded over onto and pressed against blotter 
27 until design 15 is imposed thereon. Then the design 
on another flap, design 16 on flap 11 for example, is 
painted a different color and imposed on blotter 27 to 
form a second portion of the composite design 19. The 
process is repeated for each design on each flap until 
a final four colored composite design 19 is formed on 
blotter 27. Then, if desired, each of the flaps 10-13 can 
be detached from inner area 14 and the blotter 27 and 
inner area mounted either by means of hook 20 or 
mounting stand 21. 

It should be understood that virtually any type of 
transferable coloring composition can be used to color 
the designs 15-18 on flaps 10-13. For ease of opera 
tion, however, it is desirable to use some type of water 
activated paint or ink. In some embodiments of the in 
vention, printed ink or paint of varying colors can be 
preprinted on each of the designs 15-18. In this way a 
child using the invention need only wet his brush with 
water and then apply it to each of the varying colored 
designs 15-18 to activate the preprinted paint or...ink 
thereon. 
As shown in FIG. 2, for example, the preprinted col 

oring compositions 30-33 can be printed in each cor 
ner of substrate 40. Thus, for example, printed ink, 
printed paint chips or similar materials could be preap 
plied and ready for use on any given substrate. Each of 
the coloring compositions can be activated by water 
and individually applied to each of the designs 34–37. 
For example, coloring composition 31 can be used for 
design 34, composition 32 for design 35, composition 
33 for design 36 and composition 30 for design 37. In 
this way a child using the transfer unit of this invention 
can be taught to correlate a specific color with a partic 
ular portion of the final composite design. Fold lines 38 
shown in FIG. 2 surround both inner area 41, each of 
the outer areas 42-45 as well as each of the corner 
areas 46-49 which carry the preprinted coloring com 
positions. Thus, each of the outer areas and corner 
areas can be detached from inner area 41 after they 
have been used. - 

It should be noted that the embodiment of this inven 
tion illustrated in FIG. 2 does not employ a blotter, but 
rather uses inner area 41 to receive each of the individ 
ual designs from outer areas 42-45. Naturally, inner 
area 41 could be provided with a blotter of the type 
shown in FIG. 1 if desired. 
Although the embodiments of this invention illus 

trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 each show four rectangular 
outer areas surrounding a rectangular inner area, it 
should be understood that any number of various 
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shaped outer and/or inner areas could also be used in 
the practice of this invention. 
The transfer unit of this invention could be easily em 

ployed as single units, in multiple units in books or if 
desired on the back portion of cereal boxes or the like. 
The numerous advantages of this invention are appar 
ent from the embodiments illustrated in FGS. 1 and 2. 
The units are compact, low cost, and capable of use by 
either preschool or school age children. The use of pre 
printed, water activated, coloring compositions either 
on the designs themselves, as shown in FIG. 1, or in 
corner areas as shown in FIG. 2 eliminate the need for 
purchasing paint, ink or water colors. In addition, the 
detachable nature of the outer flaps allow the child 
using the invention to prepare a final multicolored 
composite design that is suitable for mounting or fram 
ing. From an educational standpoint, of course, a child 
can easily prepare a multicolored composite design in 
a series of individual steps and can observe the coac 
tion and contribution of each different color for each 
portion of the final design. In addition, the unit of this 
invention can be used to teach a child to follow a se 
quence of steps and instructions, first by coloring dif 
ferent designs with different colors and then by individ 
ually detaching each outer area after it has been used 
in making the final composite design. 

It should be understood of course that various modi 
fications, variations, and changes can be made in the 
specific embodiments of this invention as disclosed 
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention as set forth in the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. An image transfer unit comprising: 
a rectangular-shaped paper substrate having a rect 
angular central area disposed thereon and at least 
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4. 
eight rectangular outer areas in surrounding rela 
tionship with said central area, four of said outer 
areas being spaced about the periphery of said cen 
tral area and having one edge directly adjacent to 
and in mating relationship with a corresponding 
edge of said central area, and the remaining corner 
outer areas being individually disposed in and fill 
ing the spaces between the four mating outer areas; 

folding means disposed about the periphery of said 
central area to permit each of the four mating outer 
areas to fold-over and contact a portion of said 
central area; 

water-activated coloring compositions deposited on 
each of the corner areas; and 

individual designs imposed on each of the four mat 
ing areas, said designs being adapted to receive col 
oring composition from one or more of said corner 
areas, so that as each mating area is folded over 
and contacts said central area the coloring compo 
sition carried by the design for that area is individu 
ally transferred to the central area causing a com 
posite design to be imposed thereon. 

2. The image transfer unit of claim 1 which is further 
characterized in that a removable blotter means for re 
ceiving the individual designs transferred from each of 
said mating areas is mounted on said central area, said 
blotter means being adapted for insertion into and re 
moval from a plurality of slots in said central area. 

3. The image transfer unit of claim 2 wherein said 
coloring compositions comprise water-activated 
printed ink and wherein each of the coloring composi 
tions deposited on each of the corner outer areas has 
a different color. 
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