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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a structure which, in a depolarization element, can enlarge a polarization scrambling
area, can improve the efficiency of polarization scrambling, and can reduce a difference between optical axes of incident
light and emission light. [Solution] This depolarization element 1 has: an incident surface 5; an emission surface 6 opposite
to the incident surface 5; a pair of first side surfaces 1a, 1b extending between the incident surface 5 and the emission
surface 6 and facing each other; and a pair of second side surfaces 1c, 1d extending between the incident surface 5 and the
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emission surface 6 and facing each other. The depolarization element 1 includes an incident side birefringence member 2
having the incident surface 5, an emission side birefringence member 4 having the emission surface 6, and an intermediate
birefringence member 3 between the incident side birefringence member 2 and the emission side birefringence member 4.
The incident side birefringence member 2 and the emission side birefringence member 4 are made of the same material. An
ordinary light axis of the incident side birefringence member 2 and an ordinary light axis of the emission side birefringence
member 4 are collected, and an extraordinary light axis of the incident side birefringence member 2 and an extraordinary
light axis of the emission side birefringence member 4 are collected. The refractive index of the incident side birefringence
member 2 and the refractive index of the emission side birefringence member 4 are higher than the refractive index of the
intermediate birefringence member 3. When viewed from a first plane (Y-Z plane), a joint interface J1 between the incident
side birefringence member 2 and the intermediate birefringence member 3 and a joint interface J2 between the intermediate
birefringence member 3 and the emission side birefringence member 4 are inclined with respect to the incident surface
5. When viewed from a second plane (X-Z plane) intersecting the first plane (Y-Z plane), the joint interface J1 and the
joint interface J2 are parallel to the incident surface 5.
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