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ROSE 8. MELCHERS, OF DETROIT, MiCHIGAN.

DUSTER.

Application filed March 22,

To all whom it may concern: {

Be it known that I, Rose S. MELCHERS, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Detroit, in the county of Wayne
and State of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Dust-
ers, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accom-
panying drawings.

The mvention relates generally to dusters,
and particularly to a device of this charac-
ter that may be readily used in dusting
walls, furniture, and the flooring beneath ar-
ticles of furniture, extending in close prox-
imity thereto and beneath the edges of rugs,
and it consists in the novel and simple con-
struction of the dusting device, and in the
peculiar arrangement and combination of its
parts as will be more fully hereinafter de-
scribed.

In the drawings,—Iigure 1 is a front ele-
vation of my improved duster with the dust-
ing cloth partially removed, showing the
construction of the duster body; Fig. 2 is a
side elevation, with the dusting cloth in sec-
tion; Fig. 8 is a detail sectional view, show-
ing the manner of attachment of the body
to the handle; Tig. 4 is a section taken on
line #—u of Fig. 1; and Fig. 5 is a sectional
perspective view of a portion of the duster
body.

In construction, the duster comprises a
thin flat body section A, preferably substan-
tially rectangular in configuration, and flexi-
ble—so as to pernut its ready insertion be-
neath the article to be dusted under, as for
instance a rug. It is composed preferably
of an open-centered frame ¢, and a netting
h—preferably of wire—covering the frame,
the marginal edges of the wires being turned
over upon the frame sides, as indicated In
Fig. 5, for the purpose of holding the net-
ting in place.

The frame is formed preferably from a
single strand of wire, bent intermediate of
its ends to form a rectangular body proper,
and the end portions in parallelism one with
the other and projecting at substantially
right angles from one of the body ends,
forming retaining arms ¢ d.

B designates the handle for the duster,
having its ends adjoining the body tapered,
as at C. The tapered portion is adapted to
be interposed between the arms ¢ d, as indi-
cated in Fig. 8, and an open-ended clamping
sleeve D embraces the tapered end and arms
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and serves to clamp the latter to the handle.
For the purpose of further strengthening
the construction, the lower end portion ¢ of
the sleeve is pinched or bent inwardly, as in-
dicated in Fig. 4, so as to grip the retaining
arms at that point.

A dusting cloth is adapted to be wrapped
about the body, the cloth being preferably
in the form of a bag that can be slipped
over the body from the lower end upwardly,
with 2 mouth adjoining the handle, and a
clamp as B serves to hold the duster in
place.

The clamp is preferably composed of a
pair of clamping plates F and G, arranged
upon opposite sides of the body and adapted
to grip the cloth to the latter in proximity
to the handle; a pair of spring arms H and
I carried by the handle and secured to the
clamping plates, and a link J retaining the
plates in their clamped position.

The arms described are formed preferably
of spring wire and terminate at their upper
ends in offsets # which engage apertures g in
the handle. A retaining band of metal, as
K, holds the arms in place, and a tack or
screw as L is used to retain the clamping
sleeve to the tapered end of the handle.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that the duster body contains the requi-
site amount of flexibility desired, and that
the dusting cloth may be readily applied and
detached from the body. TFurthermore, the
device being of simple construction may be
manufactured at minimum cost.

What T claim as my, invention is,—

1. A duster, comprising a thin wide flat
body, flexible in a direction transverse to its
length, a socket member projecting in the
plane of the body from one edge thereof, a
handle engaging the socket, and a cloth clamp
comprising elongated transverse clamping
members arranged in alinement upon oppo-
site sides of the body adjoining the socket
member, and rearwardly - projecting sup-
porting arms for the clamps rigidly attached
to the handle.

9. A duster, comprising a thin wide flat
body flexible in a direction transverse to its
length, a handle socket projecting from said
body and in substantially the plane thereof,
a handle engaging said socket, a pair of
cloth clamps arranged upon opposite sides
of the body adjacent the junction of the lat-
ter and handle extending transversely of the
body for substantially its entire width, a

60

65

70

75

80

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

o 942,507

pair of arms carrying the members terminat-
ing in offsets extending within apertures
formed in the handle, a retaining band for
securing the outer ends of the arms to the
handle, and a clamping link slidably engag-
ing the arms serving to clamp the members
to the body.

3. In a duster, the combination with a
thin wide flat body section flexible in a di-
rection transverse to its length, said body
section comprising a frame formed from
a single strand of wire bent interme-
diate its ends into substantially rectangu-
lar configuration, having the end portions
thereof bent into parallelism centrally of
one end of the body section and projecting

at substantially right angles thereto, and a
covering therefor, of a handle having one
end positioned between the projecting end
portions of the frame, a clamping sleeve em-
bracing the handle and arms for securing
the latter to the handle, and a pair of cloth
clamps extending transversely of the body
in proximity to the junction of the latter
and handle.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ROSE S. MELCHERS.

Witnesses:
Nervie KiNserra,
W. J. BeLxxar.
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