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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DOMINICK ZEMBORSKI, 

a citizen of Poland, residing at Carthage, 
in the county of Hancock and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Shoemaker's Tool, of which the following is 
a specification. 

It is the object of the present invention 
to provide an improved shoemaker's tool 
particularly designed for use in skiving the 
heels, soles, and welts of shoes. 

Particularly does the invention contem 
plate the provision of a tool for this pur 
pose which will be handy to use, simple in 
construction, and capable of all desired ad 
justment. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the general con 
struction and arrangement of parts shown 
in the accompanying drawings, of which: 

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a 
tool embodying the present invention. Fig. 
2 is an end view thereof. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical sectional view from front to rear on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a top plan 
view of the tool. 

In the drawings, the body of the tool is 
illustrated as so formed as to afford two 
handle portions, one of which is indicated 
by the numeral 5 and the other by the nu 
meral 6, and a depressed intermediate por 
tion 7, which constitutes the true body of 
the tool. The handle portion 5 of the body 
is plane and of such contour as to be com 
fortably gripped by the hand of the work 
man, and while the portion 6 of the body is 
also of Such contour, it is further prefer 
ably formed with a slot indicated by the nu 
meral S, through which slot the fingers of 
one hand may be inserted, whereby a 
firmer grip may be had upon the tool. 

It will be observed that the intermediate 
portion 7 of the body of the tool is de 
pressed to a greater degree at its front than 
at its rear and that it is of greater thick 
neSS at its rear than at its front so that the 
upper face of this portion of the body is in 
clined downwardly and forwardly. Ex 
tending above the rear of this portion of 
the body is a bridge indicated by the nu 
meral 9 and this oridge affords, in con 
junction with the upper face of the said 
portion 7 of the body at the rear thereof, 
a blade receiving slot indicated by the 
numeral 10. A skiving blade 11 is fitted 
through the slot 10 and at its forward por 

tion through a similar slot 12 formed 
through the intermediate portion 7 adja 
cent the front thereof. This skiving blade 
11 is preferably transversely curved so as 
to conform to the usual concavity of a 
heel side. It will be observed at this point 
that the lower forward edge of the inter 
mediate portion 7 of the tool body has a 
line of curvature coincident with the curva 
ture of the cutting or skiving edge of the 
blade 11, this edge being indicated in the 
drawings, by the numeral 13. Conse 
quently, by disposing the said edge against 
the side of a heel with the skiving edge of 
the blade resting also against the said side 
of the heel, the tool may be drawn for 
Wardly by grasping the handle portions 5 
and 6 and the leather will be skived from 
the heel in a quantity depending upon the 
degree to which the cutting edge of the 
blade projects beyond the under side of the 
intermediate portion of the tool body. 
In order that the blade may be adjusted 

to make a deep or shallow cut, set screws 
indicated by the numeral 14 are threaded 
through the bridge 9 and bear against the 
upper face of the said blade 11 and these 
Set ScreWS may be loosened, the blade then 
adjusted to the proper position, and the set 
screws then tightened to hold the blade 
firmly at adjustment. 
The convexity of the skiving edge of the 

blade 11 fitting in the concavity of the heel 
side will act as an efficient guide for the tool 
when put to this use. However, when it is 
desired to skive or trim the edges of the 
shoe Soles, the fact that the soles are thin 
as compared with the heels, necessitates the 
provision of some means for positively guid 
ing the tool while being used for this pur 
pose. The means provided for this pur 
pose embodies a block 15 into which is 
threaded an adjusting screw 16, this screw 
being swiveled as at 17 through the front 
part of the intermediate portion 7 of the 
tool body. The block 15 is confined in a 
recess 18 which is formed in the front and 
under sides of the said intermediate portion 
of the body, and it will be readily under 
stood that by rotating the screw 16 in one 
direction, the block will be fed downwardly 
So as to project below the surface of the 
under side of the said portion 7. By dis 
posing the tool with this block resting 
against either the under or the upper face 
of the sole, the tool may be drawn along the 
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edge of the sole so that the blade 11 will 
skive the said edge. 
As heretofore stated, the tool is adapted 

for use in cutting welts, and the construc 
tion adapting the tool for this use will now 
be described. The upper side of the ex 
tremity of the handle portion 5 of the tool 
body is formed with a recess indicated by 
the numeral 19. A lip 20 underlies the bot 
tom wall of the said recess and has its upper 
side beveled as shown in Fig. 2 of the draw 
ing. A flat blade 21 is disposed in the re 
cess 19 and has its cutting edge portion 22 
confined or received between the bottom Wall 
of the recess 19 and the underlying lip 20, 
the blade being formed with a slot 23 and a 
set screw 24 being inserted through this slot 
and threaded into the handle portion 5 at 
its said extremity. When the set screw is 
tightened, the blade will be held firmly 
against the bottom Wall of the recess 19 so 
as to be slightly spaced from the lip 20, and 
consequently skivings may pass readily be 
tween the blade and the said lip. The 
handle portion 5 is formed with a front to 
rear shoulder indicated by the numeral 25 
and this shoulder affords a guide in skiv 
ing or trimming Welts, as will be readily 
understood. 

In order to hold the blade 21 against rock 
ing when the tool is in use, it is formed with 
a lug 26 which fits against a shoulder 27 at 
the extremity of the handle portion 5. 
From the foregoing description of the in 
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vention it will be readily understood that 
there is provided a simple tool for the pur 
pose of skiving the soles, heels and welts of 
shoes at the time of manufacture thereof, 
and that all of the skiving elements of the 
tool may be so adjusted as to Work upon 
different grades of leather and to suit the 
tastes of the workman. 
What is claimed is:- - 
In a tool of the class described, a body 

having a depressed intermediate portion, a 
blade fitted through the portion and having 
its cutting edge presented at the under side 
thereof, the said intermediate portion of the 
body being formed in its forward edge with 
a recess located at a point midway between 
the ends of the cutting edge of the blade, a 
guide block slidably fitted in the recess, and 
an adjusting screw fitted through the said 
intermediate portion of the body and 
threaded into the said block, the block be 
ing of considerably less width than the 
blade at its cutting edge whereby to con 
stitute a guide for coöperation with the cut 
ting edge of the blade to either side of its 
middle. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

DOMINICK ZEMBORSKI. 
Witnesses: 

EDWARD ISELLY, 
H. GREEN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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