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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. BANKsoN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Otterbein, in the county of Benton and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Hame-Fastenings, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to the improvement 

of hame fasteners or couplers of that class 
which are adapted for use in connecting har 
ness hame members, and the objects of my 
invention are to provide a simple, reliable 
and effective hame fastening or coupling de 
vice of improved construction and arrange 
ment of parts; to so construct my improved 
fastening as to admit of a ready connection 
or disconnection of the hame members; to 
provide means for adjustably connecting the 
hame members so as to take up or let out the 
hames for use on collars of different sizes 
and to otherwise produce an effective hame 
fastening, which may be manufactured at 
reasonable cost and which may be readily 
adapted for the purpose for which it is in 
tended. These objects I accomplish in the 
manner illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 
proved hame fastening showing the parts 
thereof in their coupled or fastened posi 
tions, Fig. 2 is an underside view of the 
same, Fig. 3 is a detail view in perspective 
of one of the fastening tongues which I em 
ploy in the manner hereinafter described, 
and, Fig. 4 is a transverse section on line 
a--a of Fig. 1. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

1 and 2 represent respectively the lower 
end portions of ordinary hames or hame 
members. 
3 represents a coupling or fastening mem 

ber which is in the nature of a metallic plate 
or strip, slightly curved downward to con 
form to the curvature of the collar. This 
coupling member 3 at one end is looped into 
engagement with a link 4 which is likewise 
looped into engagement with the end of the 
hame member 1. At the opposite end of the 
coupling piece 3, the plate or metallic strip 
is bent upon itself to form a loop or eye 
piece 3 from which said plate or strip is ex 
tended beneath and in the direction of the 
length of the body 3 beneath which said 
plate extension is formed with a down 
Wardly projecting and elongated keeper-like 

loop or bend 3, said plate extension being 
on each side of said loop or bend, riveted as 
shown at 3° to the body of the member 3. 
Engaging the elongated keeper 3 is a ring 60 
5, said ring being movable in the direction 
of the length of the keeper and depending 
therefrom. 
To the central portion of a transverse pin 

6 which is contained within the loop 3, is 65 
hinged one end of a locking tongue which 
is in the nature of a section of wire or rod, said locking tongue extending downward 
from the looped end 3 of the plate 3. This 
locking tongue which extends downward 70 
through an end opening in the plate 3, is 
bent to a substantially elongated U-form, or 
has its portions intermediate its ends de 
pressed, as shown. With the end of the 
hame member 2 is engaged a connecting link 75 
8, which also engages an end loop in a me 
tallic plate tongue 9, the latter being formed 
with a slight upward curve, as shown and 
as indicated more clearly in Fig. 3 of the 
drawing, having formed at desirable inter- 80 
vals therein, openings 98. 
In utilizing the above described device as 

a hame fastening, it will be understood that 
the connection of the hames 1 and 2 is made 
by passing the wire tongues 7 downward 85 
through the desired one of the openings 9 
of the tongue 9, thence closing said wire 
tongue inwardly or upwardly and so manip 
ulating the locking ring 5 within the keeper 
3, as to cause said ring to be slipped over 90 
the outer end portions of the tongues 7 and 
9, thereby locking said tongue 7 against 
downward or outward movement and pre 
venting disengagement therefrom of the 
tongue 9. By this operation, it will be ob- 95 
served that a secure connection of the hame 
members may be readily and effectively pro 
duced. It will also be understood that in 
disconnecting said hame members, it is but 
necessary to move the locking ring 5 to the 100 
end limit of the keeper 3 and thence raise 
said ring over the end of and out of con 
nection with the tongue 7. This being ac 
complished, it is evident that said tongue 
may drop downward and the tongue 9 
readily disengaged therefrom. 
Owing to the employment of a number of 

openings 9 in the tongue 9, it is evident that 
the length of the coupling may be regulated 
as desired. 
By the construction which I have de 

scribed, it will not only be seen that an ef 
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fective fastening is provided for hames, but portion 3, eyelets at each end of said body 
that said device is so constructed that the 
keeper 3 or other projecting parts are be 
neath or on the outer side of the main coup 
ling member or plate 3, thereby giving the 
latter a desirable bearing against the collar. 

It will be observed that the parts of my 
device are such as to admit of their being 
stamped or otherwise formed and assembled 
at a comparatively low cost. 
What I claim, is: 
In a device of the character described, 

the combination with the hame members of a 
tongue plate pivotally connected to one of 
Said members, said tongue plate having a 
number of spaced, centrally disposed per 
forations formed therein, a plate extension 
the material of which is bent to form a body 

portion and an elongated loop or keeper 3 
depending from the underside of the body 
portion, the material of said extension be 
ing riveted together between said eyelets and 
said loop, a tongue pivotally connected to 
the end of the plate extension, the free end 
of said tongue being bent upwardly, and a 
ring slidable in said elongated keeper and 
adapted to hook over the upturned end of 
said tongue. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN H. BANKSON. 
Witnesses: 

JAMEs E. SMITH, 
J. L. SMITII. 
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