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Application February 23, 1939, Serial No. 257,918 

(C. 206-7) 2 Clains. 

This invention relates to packing and trans 
portation cabinets for clothing and the like. In 
the transportation of ready-to-wear clothing Such 
as dresses or Suits, difficulty is experienced in 
the mussing of the garments during transporta 
tion and it has frequently been necessary here 
tofore on receipt of the garments to have them 
re-pressed before being exhibited for sale. 
Numerous attempts have been made to pro 

wide shipping containers which Would avoid this. 
For example it has been proposed to hang the 
garments upon hangers and then pack the hang 
ers in a horizontal position for shipment, but 
it has not proven satisfactory and has not avoid 
ed the necessity of re-pressing the garments. 
In accordance with this invention the gar 

ments are placed upon hangers and the hangers 
are held with the garments in vertical position 
within the container during shipment So that 
the Weight of the garments is so disposed as to 
keep the garments in shape instead of mussing 
them as heretofore. 
The invention accordingly comprises an arti 

cle of manufacture possessing the features, prop 
erties, and the relation of elements which Will 
be exemplified in the article hereinafter described 
and the scope of the application of which Will 
be indicated in the claims. 

For a fuller understanding of the nature and 
objects of the invention, reference should be 
had to the following detailed description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
in Which: 

Figure i is a front view of a container made 
in accordance with this invention, parts being 
in section to show the interior construction. Fig 
ure 2 is a side elevation thereof also partly in 
section. Figure 3 is a detail of the locking mech 
anism for locking the hangers in place. Fig 
ure 4 is a similar detail with the hangers released. 
Figure 5 is a top plan detail of the construction 
shown in Figure 4. Figures 6 and 7 are vertical 
sections on the lines 6-6 and 7-7 of Figure 3. 
Figure 8 is an alternative locking mechanism. 
Figure 9 is a fragmentary central cross section 
showing an alternative mechanism for bringing 
the hangers to the front of the device. Figure 
10 is a fragmentary longitudinal section of the 
same. Figure 11 is a detail thereof. 
The device consists primarily of a casing 0 

mounted upon casters . This casing is rec 
tangular in plan and may be provided with an 
arched roof 2. At one end the casing is pro 
vided with a door 3 which may be hinged in any 
suitable manner and closed with a lock 

() 

Mounted in the upper portion of the casing and 
extending longituidnally, thereof is a mechanism 
5 for supporting the hangers which may ad 
Wantageously be made as a unitary structure, if 
desired. The casing itself is formed of a frame 
Work of beams 6 Welded together to which 
are attached by any suitable means outer fac 
ing material. 7 completely to enclose the struc 
ture. 
As illustrated, this framework is composed of 

vertical beams 8 to which are welded longi 
tudinal beams 9 and transverse beams 20, to 
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which the sheets f are either welded or riveted 
to form a complete enclosure for the garments. 
The roof 2 is supported by transverse members 
2 which are preferably curved to form to the 
Contour of the roof, and to these members are 
attached the cover sheets 22. The sheets 7 
and the sheets 22 may be of a single thickness 
of metal but I prefer to employ a double thick 
ness, one sheet 23 being of insulating material 
and the other of metal in order to give a better 
protection to the garments. 
The garment Supporting the mechanism 5 may 

comprise a pair of brackets 24 attached to the 
members 2 or to a longitudinal beam 9b which 
runs along the ridge of the roof. These brackets 
24 support a rod 25 on which the garment hang 
erS are carried. Parallel to the rod 25 is the lock 
ing member 26 which is movable from a posi 
tion pressing against the hangers on the rod 25 
to a position away from the said hangers to 
free them. As shown, this locking member 26 
(see Figure 3) is pivoted at one end by a vertical 
pin 27 to a member 28 which is pivoted in turn 
by a horizontal pin 29 to an intermediate link 
30 which again in turn is pivoted by a horizontal 
pin 3 to a member 32 attached to the bracket 
24. The other end of the locking member 26 
is provided With means to cause it to rest upon 
the hangers on the rod 25 or to be supported to 
the side of the said rod 25 to free the garments. 
To this end the member 26 is preferably made 
channel shaped so as to rest upon the hangers 
and it is provided with an opening 33 Which may 
be caught over a hook 34 disposed to one side 
of the rod 25. 
The proportions of the link 30 and the posi 

tion of the hook 34 are such that when the mem 
ber 26 is hooked over the hook 34 the link 30 
is raised horizontally lifting the member 26 above 
the rod 25 at the back end (see Figure 4) and 
the front end is held to the side and above the 
rod 25 so that the rod 25 is free from interfer 

4. 55 ence from the member 26. 
  



2 
As soon, however, as the locking member is 

unhooked from the hook 34 and placed over the 
rod 25 it rests upon the hook portions of the 
hangers which are on the rod. 
Means are provided for locking the member 

26 against the hooks comprising, as shown in 
Figure 3, a link 36 pivoted to the member 2b 
at 37. This link 36 is of Such size and position 
that in its downward position. When the link is 
Substantially vertical it bears firmly against the 
upper face of the member 26 holding it down 
Wardly and opposing forward motion thereof, 
thus locking the member 26 against release. AS 
shown, the link 36 is substantially on dead center 
within the locking position but this may be Varied 
depending upon the exact construction of the 
device and the degree of locking desired. 
A spring 38 normally urges the link 36 to its 

locking position and a chain 39 connected to a 
ring 40 on the outside of the casing affords means 
to raise the link 36 when desired to load or luni 
load the device. 
Means may be provided, as desired, to bring 

the garments to the front of the device during 
unloading. To accomplish this purpose the rod 
25 may be made in the form of a tube having a 
slot 4 in its side (see Figures 3 and 4) and 
on this rod there is provided a ring 42 of Such 
size and shape that it will engage the hook 
portions of the hangers placed on the rod 25. 
This ring $2 is connected through the slot 4 with 
a chain 43 extending forwardly within the rod 
and outwardly of the casing terminating in a 
ring 44. When the garments are placed. On the 
rod 25, the ring is pushed to the back posi 
tion. During unloading, therefore, a pull on the 
chain 43 will bring the garments to the front of 
the device. The sliding cam 330 tends to force 
the locking member 26 backward into place. 
In Figure 8 there is shown an alternative 

locking mechanism in which there is provided 
upon the rod 25 a wing headed screw 5 in 
position to pass through that opening 33 which 
is made of a size and shape to receive it. This 
screw is so positioned that it will hold the rod 
25 backwardly within the device so as to main 
tain the link 30 substantially vertical, thus hold 
ing the back of the member 26 downwardly and 
at the same time the head of screw A5 holds 
the front of the member 26 down so that the 
member is in position to lock all of the hangers 
at. Once. 
With this construction it will be clear that 

garments may be loaded into the device by open 
ing the door and hanging them upon the rod 25. 
The locking member 26 being held out of place 
in the meantime. As soon as the device is filled, 
the hangers are locked in place upon the rod 25 
by means of the member 26 and thereupon the 
casing itself is locked shut and the device is 
loaded upon a truck or railroad car for shipment. 
When the casing reaches its destination the 

door may be opened and the locking member 26 
raised, whereupon the garments may be taken 
out of the device at Will but by reason of the fact 
that they have been hanging in a vertical posi 
tion all during shipment they will not be mussed 
and they can be immediately placed upon display 
for sale without re-pressing. 
As the garments are removed from the device 

those at the back may be brought forward by 
pulling upon the chain 43. 
In accordance with the constructions of Fig 

ures 9, 10 and 11 there is provided upon one of 
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2,276,569 
take the form of a container constructed to re 
ceive an enlarged end 5 of a bar 52. This bar 
is positioned to extend toward the center of the 
container in position to engage hangers upon the 
rod 25. In order to thoroughly brace the bar 
52 there is provided a diagonal brace member 
53 which extends backwardly to engage the chan 
nel 50 at a point 54 spaced from the enlarged 
end 5 and the member 54 and the enlarged end 
5 are preferably connected and braced to each 
other by means of a short central bar 55 which 
connects them within the channel 50. In this 
manner the bar 52 may be easily slid from the 
back to the front of the device in the channel 3) 
but Which has its position definitely and posi 
tively maintained otherwise. A spring 56 con 
nected at One end 57 to the casing and at the 
other end 58 to the bar 52 urges the bar to one 
extreme of its travel and a chain 59 may be 
used to pull the bar to the opposite end of its 
travel. As illustrated, the Spring 56 is so mounted 
as to constantly urge the hangers towards the 
front or open end of the device and the chain 
59 operating over a pulley 60 may be used to pull 
the bar 52 to the back end of the device to per 
nit loading of hangers upon the pole 25. A hook 
6 is provided to receive the end of the chain 59 
and to hold the bar 52 in its backward position 
during loading and shipment. 
With this device it is possible to load clothing 

into the container in a position in which the 
Weight of the clothing itself keeps it from muss 
ing to ship it while still in a vertical position 
Without other packing so that when the device is 
removed from the truck or railway car the 
clothing will be at cnce ready for exhibition and 
Wear. 

Since certain changes may be made in the 
above construction and different embodiments 
of the invention could be made without depart 
ing from the scope thereof, it is intended that 
all matter contained in the above description or 
shown in the accompanying drawing shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
SeSe. 

It is also to be understood that the following 
clains are intended to cover all of the generic 
and specific features of the invention herein de 
Scribed, and all statements of the Scope of the 
invention which, as a matter of language, might 
be said to fall therebetween. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 

1. A shipping device for clothing comprising a 
Container of rigid material having a substan 
tially rectangular body portion closed by a roof 
portion, Said body portion having a door in one 
end Wall thereof of substantially the full size 
of the end wall and said roof portion having a 
roof sloping upwardly toward its center line, a 
pole carried by said top portion parallel to and 
below Said center line and extending from one 
end Wall of said roof portion to the other, said 
roof portion being firmly attached to said body 
portion to close the container, said parts being 
constructed and arranged that garments may 
be hung by hangers from said pole within said 
container and a bar lying parallel to said pole 
and movable from a position spaced from said 
pole to a position in contact with hangers IOOn 
Said pole and means within said container for 
locking said bar against said hangers, said bar 
being pivoted at its back end to a pivoted link 
arranged that when said bar is in contact with the side members 6 a guideway 50 which may 75 said hangers said link will be Substantially ver 
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tical and means upon the front end of said bar 
for locking it in hanger locking position, where 
by Said bar may be moved from its Spaced posi 
tion along a down Wardly biased path rearwardly 
into locking position and locked in said position. 

2. A rigid shipping container for clothing com 
prising a body having a flat bottom Wall, side 
and end Walls and a top member, one of said 
end Walls comprising a door and all of said other 
walls being rigidly connected together, a pole 
rigidly supported from said top member below 

O 

3 
and paralled to its longitudinal center lines, a 
locking rod having one end connected to said 
top member by a link constructed and arranged 
to permit said rod to move from a position par 
allel to and fitting tightly against said pole to 
clamp hangers thereon, to a position to free said 
hangers and a latch member constructed and 
arranged to engage said rod in the locking posi 
tion to retain it in said position or to release it. 

ERNEST FRIETD. 


