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[57] ABSTRACT

An image reading system including a charge storing
type image sensor drives a manuscript or an image sen-
sor in accordance with a driving pulse from a driving
unit. A speed of the driving pulse from the driving unit
is determined by a speed setting unit, depending on a
change of a period of the apparatus scan. The driving
pulse is stopped for a certain period of time, so that the
difference in a speed of the driving pulse between the
different apparatus scan periods is decreased.

8 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets

(mm} 1.30 ~(10 line )

i |
-(Sline‘r'

117

100 H 8 Zine}

091 {7 line)

i
f
|
!
MANUSCRIPT i |

=3

|
POSITION 078 H 6 {ine}r
- I

b e = = | = = = —]

n
o
<

065 5 tine} ;

s ) SSp et Ny PEINGE Sp——

-

(4 Linek
- |

0.52

L el il i st Bl s

039

H 3 Line)}
! |

— o foe o tfe e s fom oo e ———— [ -

{ fine 0.26

|
"‘( 2 llne) I
(1/7.7mm) S ! i

v !

-

T PRIt Sape

L ; ]
1 ]

F———t~-rr---4--]--t--fF---

fe = e e e e ] -

SR PN ENN (N IR SR M. O

0 ©
80

60 40 302520!714121

10 MOTOR PULSE(ms/tine)
g ms
ms

3 ms STOP PERIOD

5 ms



U.S. Patent © Jan. 11, 1994 Sheet 1 of 12 5,278,675

R E Reh /
Fig 14 L 7L 7/ e
/g. | -_jﬁ_ //////

20ms/#
20ms/4
3 w
, ms
Fig. 18 {Oms/!
10ms/!
1Oms/t
READING POSITION
T ¢ & SN -
1/7.7mm_{___£,_2____ ~ ;
1/7.7mm 3 //
e W
Fig. 1C : __J_fi'.__// *é/
___/_l§'__-¢/
I 77 //
27 /__-_/
[0 7, 7.

OUTPUT IMAGE

PRIOR ART



Sheet 2 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

1INN
ONILL13S
d33dS

e b1+

NOIL31dNOD
TOH1INOD

Alb. LINN oNIoanr

=
> -
= aN3 T08.LNOD [T
A
O
O ¢
2 2 z
2y LINN TOHLINOD _
2 I ("[oninma doLow|™ 4OLOW
S | NOLLDNMLSNI
= | ONIAING
LINA ONIAIMAL | HOSN3S
w OSN3S 3OVNI JOVII
NOILONYISNI J )
ONIAIYG ¢ _




Sheet 3 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

g2 0/
S] vl €l cl - bl
(suiyssw) Ol 02 1 Oz © o0z 1 oz
J _q NVIS SNIvYVddV
| vivad 3IAILDI443

_ (8) “GW (€) ) !
|

Ol R4

{
(aup/sw) ! | |

“r_ .oj«o: _oj.o.o_._ _o__.No:_E._S: 'df| viva oNIQV3d

(sw) Ol Ol O O OI O OF Ol Ol

I I |
| 35Nd HOLOW
}

|




Sheet 4 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

32 b1

Q %
Zm/R
\\\\\&:%
77
Y\& ......

ac b4
— auly/swol
Y

- ‘\\\ aulj/swQl

- .\.\u auly/su 2|
ww22/P ] \h | Sdliyswvl
wwponrr] o Ruli/suill
wasif] s

AR

N\

N
:
e,

ww 22/1

wuw J2/1



U.S. Patent Jan, 11, 1994 Sheet 5 of 12 5,278,675

S'O C /2 {?
~{GATE IMAGE IMAGE SENSOR|_ ’
SENSOR DRIVING UNIT
L A
SELECT
EFFECTIVE DATA
(3 1% La ;
MOTOR =)
MOTOR DRIVING UN!
o
T i o
“JPULSE el
GENERATOR E
O
13 [MoToR O
CONTROLLING pee—
UNIT =
e
=
r/'5
lFFHM |
6 ~ ]
34
SPEED SETTING
UNIT

Frg 3A



U.S. Patent Jan. 11, 1994 Sheet 6 of 12 5,278,675

| SPEED SETTING UNIT R
! MOTOR SPEED SETTING DATA TABLE, | |
|

DETECTING UNIT

() o

LINE MEMORY

- [ADORESS] Q0 O1 0z 03 04 05 06 07 |,

Z  K__>i|pata A B C D E F G H

J | [|ADDRESS| OB_O9_OA_OB_OC_OD OE_OF |

Q | {loata | T J K L M N O P

o | - T

§ : O Gz lis
18

=

=

=

I n ]
/ > LINE MEMORY CAPACITY C
™ e A

20
\/ / V.
UP/DOWN COUNTER

(UP/DOWN OR MAINTAIN UPON 1 LINE
COMPLETION)

CONTROL END JUDGING UNIT

(DRIVE COUNTER UPON 1 LINE
SCANNING OF APPARATUS
COMPLETION)

i

6~

Fig 3B



Sheet 7 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

e b/
14V HOo14d

eots + wv uv ! e 3 e o< ~ _ONINNVIS
{HIHIHTHNE .m, og | oOov 09 ! 08 B 08 | m:.rqmqn_aq
S | * o _ |
LU
| L[ 1 | | ] LI _L VAva 3AILO3443
| OHOLIOLiOk! 02 og + _Oob 09 i 08 it 08 )
_ ¢ 3SINd HOLOW
A R | | | | | !

N | i ] ] ! i
\g(faiFalPaft {fa lg Ig alp Q aiFall'al Bai 1 H . Falital Wv1vd SNIAv3d



Sheet 8 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

gt b/

el i ] 1 | I
“o;h ma,_r 8} | 3“ o1 | s} “ v} Loer 2} i 1] N wﬁ.\wnqmww
01,0202 0202 O | O | Obv | 09 H 08 g >
t

I | P | | I I _ I
O U uu U B L] | | viva 3A1L03493
“\ 8) (9 Kg) | (S) [ _ ! _ !
R e ek —— e e >l —>}< >te >
Ol el ypvl [250e 62, 08 | Ot | 09 | 08 B

[ | _I_ _L“ 35INd HOLOW
| | ! | “ n _
_.. iall Mic il Ma s iQ ‘a[PafFalPallEa]la d'. d 0 I. af FC '. ‘gl vLva SONIQv3d



Sheet 9 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

(3ujj/sw)35INd HOLOW

14v yolyd G O14
.m_/oNOm oF 09 08 08
R h N
L | ,
- t t " CUY MY
._-__ 1 l | i | E
iy g m m —(3u|7 2
IR A
, J
it! _ L : |_(auly ¢
._.““ ) “ I 4_ “ )
-_—_ i ! | " ._
_“n._ . “ _ —(aul} )+
_.___ 1 i | | 1
Lt — “ L—(auyy GH
__“““—.E 1 " | I J
| _
R —(@uf 9)-
__"%_ L ! ! .
L A —t L (ou17 L)
_"%_ Loy _ ! ]
_. o 1 I I {
i __ B | | I ! fOC_NmT
o ! I “ 1
1 1 ! A
@L" T “ U 6 1
o . | | 1
| i 1 1 _AOCEO_T

0

€10
(ww2l/i)
aulj i

920
6g°0
r4°e)
590, NS
8.0
16°0
00l
1l

og’l
(wuw)



Sheet 10 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

sw g

sw ¢
sw 9
sw g

(3u)J/sw)3SInd HOLOW

aoly3d dois

vliLioeiGe o8 Oy 09

g6 b14

o8

O

TTT 17

| L

{

= (auy] | H

T
[
|
|
!

o e e - ad - -

— -
“35~N7

I
(eulf € H

I
!
I
!
}
!
i
T
|

| 1

“tsﬂv*

| .
+{3ul] S H

| o
Hautj 9)-

aulj L

-~

o_. - —
-

o

- owe b mw cwmf s e s e o] s e oS
- ommlam - o o m—- e o em]em e G e ] an ] . - o

-

auif 8 H

=y

:

be

11 Pl T~~~ 11—~

f e e o - wh () =

fe o | e o L e el e e e e - ] e
fe e e G e e e e e ] - e e e e e o e

{aul] 6 )

e e o] e m fe e e -

3ulj Ol )-

P

€1'0
(ww22/1)
auj |

920
6g0
es’o
g90

8L°0
NOI.LISOd
_ 1dI¥ISNNVIN
16°0

00)
PAN

o'l (ww)



U.S. Patent

MANUSCRIPT

Jan. 11, 1994

Sheet 11 of 12

Frg 6A4

READING POSITION
OF PRIOR ART

40ms/fine

30ms/fine

20ms/tine _

Fig6ps

OUTPUT IMAGE
OF PRIOR ART

Fig 60D

40ms/ f# ine

30ms/fine

25ms/line

Fig 6C

OUTPUT IMAGE OF
PRESENT INVENTION

5,278,675



Sheet 12 of 12 5,278,675

Jan. 11, 1994

U.S. Patent

viva [ U3IINNO) =% £ 614
60__1-€v  ssayaav |i v s Al
=2 80 WO
s 10 e 1 _ NOLL 2S
v Lo 1NNOD !
s P [
S ! ot NOISH3ANOD [ ¢
3 l w HOLVIID “ wm<In_vr|<|\' HOLON
08 00 8l TTNnoS ! oS Lo JINnoo i [LINn oNIATHOl V£
viva _[Ss3uoav] | & NMOO/dn I e T —is| , HOLOW| V¢
mwmmhw v Nmz A/mo._.<mwzww 3571Nd HO10W Y¢g
JINNOD IVYNOSIS NOILITdNOD
> wzuwm_ﬁﬂ d0lSX €6 . 3s1nd AINIW3AOW 3NIT 3NO
1033 HOLON
NOLLONMLSNI INNOD NNOQ/dN O
|nd1n0 vivd W ¥3LNNOD uz&.I, ANNGD
VIVO H3GWNN mm)zaowgﬁuwﬁu 1IN
e | A0 98~ T34 HOINIOd ONDDAL
z oo | || hoilmoo
o avy ONIQVIY KHOW3W| _ )
vivad 39VANI 1 : HOSN3S
-
S 1nd1no<T >Mw_@w$_ ﬁw.mwm__w%q. TR JINIOd SR w_ | 39V
e pe-t oz_wmmmumq ONIHOLS AHOW3W 2/
V.VG 39V LNdNT] 1F1vHYd/ WIH3S wmwhﬁ_owv.’m_w
7
Los o E Viva 39V
I LINN ONIAING HOSNIS JOVWL
NOILDNYISNI ONIQVIY HOSN3S 3ovWI| ze -1




5,278,675

1

IMAGE READING SYSTEM USING AN
INTERRUPTION OF A PULSE TRAIN TO ADJUST
A SCANNING PERIOD

This application is a continuation of application Ser.
No. 442,873, filed Nov. 29, 1989.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an image reading
system such as a facsimile, and more particularly to an
image reading system using a charge storing type image
sensor to minimize a reading distortion.

Recently demand has been increasing for a low-cost,
miniaturized image reading apparatus such as an image
scanner and a facsimile, and also for a low-cost, minia-
turized image sensor and motor to be used with such an
image reading apparatus.

To meet this demand, a contact-type image sensor has
been developed in place of a CCD. The reading period
has thus been increased from 2 ms/line in a CCD scan-
ner to, for example, 5 ms/line or 10 ms/line, and thus,
the reading speed/line has been slowed down. The line
means a main scanning line, called “line” hereinafter.
The contact-type image sensor is a charge-storing-type
image sensor which stores a predetermined amount of
charge subjected to an optical electrical conversion in a
predetermined period. Therefore, the amount of charge
stored varies with the period. Thus, it is necessary to
perform a scanning within a predetermined period.

To meet the low-cost requirement for the motor, a
motor with a low response characteristic and low posi-
tional accuracy is adopted. Therefore, the reading posi-
tion of the contact-type image sensor is shifted by a
large amount.

In a conventional facsimile, a manuscript paper starts
from a stopped state, increases its speed to a maximum
and then decreases its speed until it stops. This is con-
ducted in accordance with a motor control based on the
amount of data which can be transmitted in one line.

For a more detailed explanation, the facsimile deter-
mines, based on training before a transmission of image
data whether the data of the currently used line can be
transmitted, for example, at 9600 bit/sec. If it cannot be
transmitted at 9600 bit/sec, the facsimile further deter-
mines whether it can be transmited at 7200 bit/sec. In
accordance with such training, data is transmitted selec-
tively at various speeds such as: 14,000 bit/sec, 9600
bit/sec. 7200 bit/sec, 4800 bit/sec and 2400 bit/sec. The
speed at which a manuscript paper to be transmitted is
read should be variable. Thus, in a facsimile, the image
data which has been read is compressed, the compres-
sion ratio varying depending on the kind of image.
Furthermore, the transmission speed is not constant
during reading. To prevent the buffer for storing the
transmission data from being empty, and to prevent the
buffer from overflowing, the speed at which the paper
is transmitted should be controlled. Therefore, a step-
ping motor, for example, can be used to control the
period of the driving pulse. An image sensor of a read-
ing apparatus or a manuscript paper is moved a prede-
termined distance in the sub-scanning direction at each
driving pulse.

Conventionally, the speed control of the image sensor
or the manuscript paper is performed within a period
given by an integer times the period for reading by an
image sensor. However, when the reading period of an
image sensor becomes slow, such as 5 ms/line or 10
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ms/]ine as stated above, the reading position shift of the
image sensor cannot be disregarded.

The manuscript shown in FIG. 1A is moved under
the condition that a reading time period by the image
sensor is at 10 ms/line scan, the pulse rate required for
the stepping motor is 4 pulses/line, the sub-scanning line
density is 7.7 lines/mm and the scanning speed of the
reading apparatus (i.e. a reading cycle of the data on one
main scanning line) is changed from 20 ms/line scan to
10 ms/line scan, for example. As recited above, the
scanning speed of the reading apparatus (which is deter-
mined by the relative speed between the manuscript
paper and the image sensor and is called an apparatus
scan hereinafter) varies with the amount of data stored
within a memory in which reading data in the reading
apparatus is stored and the state of a line to which a
facsimile apparatus is connected.

The reading of the pattern shown in FIG. 1A is de-
scribed with regard to lines 11 to 17. The apparatus scan
is at a speed of 20 ms/line from lines 11 to 13 and is at 10
ms/line between lines 13 and 17 (i.e. the speed of the
apparatus scan is changed at line 13 to a high speed), the
rotation speed of the motor cannot be immediately
changed to 10 ms/line. As a result the positions of lines
14 and 15 are delayed as shown by lines 14’ and 15’ in
FIG. 1B. Thus, when the manuscription speed changes,
the subscanning line density of 7.7 lines/mm is not satis-
fied and the reading width is narrowed.

The image obtained by this reading operation is re-
produced at a rate of 7.7 lines/mm. As shown in FIG.
1C, the portion between lines 13 and 15’ of the character
is extended. When the speed of the apparatus scan is
reduced, the situation is reversed.

When the reading time period of the image sensor is
at 10 ms/line scan, the pulse rate required for the motor
drive is 4 pulses/line, the sub-scanning line density is 7.7
lines/mm, and the scanning speed of the reading appara-
tus is changed from 80 ms/line to 10 ms/line, then, the
reading position of the image shown in FIG. 6A is as
shown in FIG. 6B in a prior art apparatus, and reading
lines are spaced at equal intervals in a longitudinal di-
rection in FIG. 6B. As a result, an output is obtained as
shown in FIG. 6D.

In the prior art, where an image sensor reads at 10
ms/line scan, the scanning speed of the apparatus is
increased from 40 to 30 to 20 to 10ms/line scan. Then,
upon a change from 20 to 10 ms/line, a shift in reading
position in which a reading is conducted, is 1/154
mm/line, then the density of a sub-scanning line is 7.7
line/mm. When the speed of an apparatus scan increases
from 30 to 20 ms/line, the shift in position becomes
1/30.8 mm/line.

When a motor with a poor transient response charac-
teristic is used, the shift in reading position is caused
when the reading position is controlled by a motor at
the rate of an integer times a period of reading by an
image sensor, thereby decreasing the quality of the
image to be output.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to
provide an image reading system in which a shift in
image reading position upon a reading of an image by a
reading apparatus is decreased.

A feature of the present invention resides in an image
reading system comprising a charge storing type image
sensor, a device for driving a manuscript or image sen-
sor, a device for outputting a driving pulse for driving
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the driving device, a speed setting device for determin-
ing a driving state of said driving device, and a device
for providing a stopped period of the output of the
driving pulse in a predetermined period in an apparatus
scan based on the output of the speed setting device so
that the difference of the driving speed between the
different apparatus scan periods is decreased.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A to 1C are views for explaining a problem of 10

the prior art,

FIGS. 2A to 2E are views for explaining the principle
of the present invention,

FIG. 3A is a block diagram of an embodiment of the
present invention,

FIG. 3B is a block diagram showing the structure of
the speed setting umit,

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views for explaining a compari-
son between the timings in the prior art and in the pres-
ent invention,

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views for explaining a shift in a
reading position by comparing the prior art with the
present invention,

FIGS. 6A to 6E are views which compare the image
data of the prior art with that of the present invention,
and

FIG. 7 is a detailed circuit diagram of an embodiment
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 2A shows a principle of the present invention
which provides an image sensor driving unit 2 for driv-
ing a charge- storing-type image sensor 1, a motor drive
control unit 4 for driving a stepping motor 3 and a speed
determining unit 5 for setting the speed of stepping
motor 3.

For example, when the apparatus scan by a reading
apparatus using an image sensor whose reading time
period is 10 ms, namely, a one-line data-obtaining cycle,
is increased from 20 ms/line to 10 ms/line, cycles Ty,
T, T3 and T4 of an apparatus scan are executed at 20
ms/line as shown in FIG. 2B. Thus, reading data D2 is
not used when the reading data, for example, initial data
D1 only, is made effective. Then, the motor pulse is
controlled in the following manner. At cycle T, of an
apparatus scan, 4 pulses are provided during a period of
17 ms and a supply of pulses is stopped during a period
of 3 ms. At cycle T3, 4 pulses are supplied during a
period of 14 ms and thus a supply of pulses is stopped
during a period of 6 ms. At cycle Tg, 4 pulses are pro-
vided during a period of 12 ms, thereby stopping a
supply of pulses during a period of 8 ms.

In this example, stepping motor 3 is subjected to a
drive of 4-pulses/line. Therefore, a setting of the pulse
supply, including a stopping period as recited above, is
performed by speed setting unit § and motor drive con-
trol unit 4 is controlled by main control unit 7 based on
a setting signal from speed setting unit 5, thereby pro-
ducing a pulse as stated above and controlling stepping
motor 3. Control end judging unit 6 notifies a control
completion within a scan period of respective appara-
tuses.

Therefore, when the manuscript shown in FIG. 2C is
read, the reading position of the image sensor is as
shown in FIG. 2D. The reading of the data is performed
twice per line, as stated above, and the former reading
is made to provide effective data. Thus, the resulting
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image output becomes as shown in FIG. 2E, thereby
decreasing the influence of a shifting of a reading posi-
tion.

An embodiment of the present invention will be ex-
plained by referring to FIGS. 3A to 6E.

FIG. 3A shows the structure of one embodiment of
the present invention, FIG. 3B shows the structure of
the speed setting unit of this embodiment, FIG. 4A and
4B are respectively views for explaining the timing
chart of the prior art and that of the present invention,
and FIG. 5A and 5B are respectively views for explain-
ing a shift of a reading position in the prior art and in the
present invention.

The same reference numbers are used in FIGS. 2A
and 3A to represent the same portions. The embodiment
shown in FIG. 3A comprises gate 10, pulse generator
11, motor driving unit 12, motor controlling unit 13,
AND circuit 14 and latch 18.

Gate 10 is used to select an effective reading data
obtained from a charge-storing-type image sensor. For
example, as shown in FIG. 4B, where the apparatus
scanning speed is increased from 80 ms/line to 10
ms/line, and a 10 ms/line scan can be used as an image
sensor, and a read data D1,D2 . . . of image sensor 1 are
output every 10 ms. The first reading data D1 of the
respective apparatus’ scan period is made effective, as
gate 10 is controlled to perform an on-and-off operation
in synchronization with a scan period of respective
apparatuses. Therefore, an effective data-selecting sig-
nal is output from main control unit 7 and effective
timing data, as shown in FIG. 4B, is output from gate
10.

Pulse generating ,unit 11 outputs a motor pulse signal
for driving stepping motor 3 and apparatus scanning is
increased from 80 ms/line to 10 ms/line as described
above. Therefore, a motor pulse signal is output, as
shown in FIG. 4B. Namely, until the speed of the appa-
ratus scan is increased from 80 to 60 to 40 to 30 ms/line,
motor pulses are output during the entire data-reading
period. During the period from the second 30 ms/line to
the 10 ms/line, the motor pulses are selectively lacking,
thereby controlling a shift in reading position. Namely,
a motor stopping period of 5 ms is provided in period ts,
3 ms in period t7, 6 ms in period tgand 8 ms in period to.

During the period in which the motor is stopped, four
pulses are required to drive an image data reader by one
line where the scanning speed or reading period of
image sensor 1 is 10 ms and the apparatus scanning
period is Xms, 10 ms=Xms/4 pulses and thus X =40
ms. Therefore, the period must be selectively provided
during which the motor is stopped to correct the read-
ing position when the apparatus scan period is smaller
than 40 ms. However, this period is not necessary when
the apparatus scanning period is more than 40 ms.

Suppose that the reading period of the image sensor is
m and one pulse period of the motor pulse is n. When
nZm, the motor need not be stopped. However, when
n<m, the period during which the motor is stopped
should be provided to minimize the speed difference
caused by the drive of a motor by the motor pulse.

When a stepping motor with a bad transient charac-
teristic is used, the stepping motor cannot be responsive
to a change in rotation speed upon a high rotation speed
and thus phase delay is produced when the rotation
increases in a stepped manner and a phase advance is
generated when it decreases in a stepped manner. In
order to decrease the phase advance and delay, the
reading period is made an integer times the reading
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speed by the image sensor where the speed of the step-
ping motor is changed in a stepped manner, for exam-
ple, 20 ms/line to 10 ms/line, thereby changing the
driving pulse of the step motor and stopping its driving
pulse during the period of difference between the 4
driving pulses of the step motor and the reading period

of the image sensor, the difference being caused by a

change in the rotation speed of the step motor in a
stepped manner.

As shown in FIG. 3A, pulse generator 11 is provided
with a counter. A count starts when the pulse generat-
ing period Tpms is given and a single pulse signal is
produced every time § Tpms is counted and the ending
signal is produced upon completion of a TP count.
Motor driving unit 12 produces a motor pulse in accor-
dance with a motor pulse signal supplied by pulse gen-
erator 11.

Motor control unit 13 outputs an initiation signal or
end signal and other control signals to pulse generator
11 or motor driving unit 12 in accordance with a con-
trol signal transmitted from main control unit 7 com-
prising a processor. A gate signal is output to AND
circuit 14 of control end judging unit 6 at every fourth
pulse-motor signal. A control end judging signal “1” is
output when an AND condition of a reading data D; of
image sensor 1 at apparatus scan periods tj, t2. . . and
every fourth motor pulse is established. Therefore, con-
trol end judging portion 6 provides latch unit 15 to
maintain a falling point of the first reading data D1,
thereby checking the AND condition. When the output
of AND circuit 14 is “17, latch unit 15 is reset.

FIG. 3B shows a structural view of speed setting unit
5. Speed setting unit 5 comprises ROM 16 with motor
speed setting data table 17, detecting unit 18 for detect-
ing a capacity in which the data is stored in line memory
19, line memory 19 comprising RAM and up/down
counter 20 for performing up or down functions or
maintaining functions.

Next, an operation of the embodiment of the present
invention shown in FIG. 3B is explained as an example
in which the speed of apparatus scanning increases from
80 to 10 ms/line as shown in FIG. 4B.

(1) Line memory capacitor detecting unit 18 detects
the present vacant capacity in line memory 19 in accor-
dance with an instruction from main control unit 7.
Main control unit 7 then performs an up/down or main-
taining operation on counter 20 as a result of the detec-
tion of the vacant capacity of line memory 19. Counter
20 outputs the address of table 17. When the address
value represented by the output of counter 20 is “*0 07,
data A corresponds to the address “0 0”, namely, the
data which is a motor pulse signal corresponding to an
apparatus scan period of 80 ms/line and represents the
motor pulse generation period corresponding to the
motor pulse shown in FIG. 4B. It is transmitted from
ROM 16 to main control unit 7 and, output from main
control unit 7 to motor driving control unit 4. This
enables pulse generator 11, which has the same struc-
ture as the prior art apparatus, to output the motor
pulse. Namely, the motor pulse train in which the fourth
motor pulse falls at the end of period t; is produced and
is transmitted to stepping motor 3 by motor driving unit
12 to drive stepping motor 3. At a period t;, reading
data D) to Dg of image sensor 1 are output and initial
reading data Dy is controlled to be output to gate 10
from main control unit 7. Thus, the effective data is
output at a timing shown in F1G. 4B. The falling-edge
timing signal of reading data D) is transmitted from
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image sensor driving unit 2 to latch unit 15, thereby
enabling latch unit 15 to produce “1”. At period t), a
timing signal *“1” representing a falling-edge of the
fourth motor pulse is output from motor driving control
unit 4 to an AND circuit 14 to turn on. Therefore,
control end judging unit 6 outputs a control completion
signal to main control unit 7 and an on signal of AND
circuit 14 resets latch unit 15.

(2) Such a control can be conducted sequentially
from the periods t; to t4. Namely, when a lack of capac-
ity is continuously recognized by line memory capacity
detecting unit 18, counter 20 is incremented to increase
the motor speed, thereby varying the address values
“00”, “017, “02” and “03”. Data A, B, C, D are stored
in table 17 in correspondence with the address values
“00™ “01” *02” and *“03” and, based on these values ,
motor driving control unit 4 varies the rotation of the
motor so that it scans from 80 ms/line to 30 ms/line.

When main control unit 7 requests a motor pulse
signal from speed setting unit 5 at period ts, speed set-
ting unit 5 outputs four motor pulse signals, namely,
data F of the address 04 in table 17, for the first 25 ms of
30 ms period. Therefore, the corresponding motor pulse
is output from pulse generator 11 and stepping motor 3
completes an operation during the first 25 ms at the
period ts responsive to the above operation and is put in
a stopped state for the remaining 5 ms. Timing signal
“1” is output from motor driving control unit 4, 25 ms
after the start of period ts, namely, at the time of the fall
of a fourth motor pulse. Thus AND circuit 14 is turned
on, thereby enabling control end judgement unit 6 to
output the control completion signal. However, main
control unit 7 recognizes that period ts has a time width
of 30 ms, and a control at period te starts 5 ms after the
control end signal is transmitted.

(3) At period t¢, the same control as in (1) is con-
ducted. At periods t7 to tg, the same control as in (2) is
conducted. Namely, at period t7, main control unit 7
outputs four motor pulse signals for an initial 17 ms
based on the output from speed setting unit 5. There-
fore, a similar motor pulse is output from stepping gen-
erator 11 and the pulse motor 3 is driven for the initial
17 ms of period t7 in accordance with the output of
pulse generator 11 and is put in a stopped state for the
remaining 3 ms period. Such operation is conducted in
periods tg and ts. Stepping motor 3 operates for the first
14 ms at period tg and is put in a stopped state for the
remaining 6 ms period. Stepping motor 3 operates for
the initial 12 ms of period t9 and is put in a stopped state
for the remaining 8 ms period. Only the reading data
D is used as an effective data for a respective period.
Such control can be conducted up to period tyo.

In the prior art, stopped states are not provided as
shown in FIG. 4A. Thus, the effective data of the manu-
script becomes as shown by the circles in FIG. 54,
resulting in an inaccurate image output being produced
because of an existence of shift of the reading position,
as stated above.

In contrast, the present invention provides a stopped
period as shown in FIG. 4B and the resulting reading
area on a manuscript is as shown by the circles in FIG.
SB. Therefore, as shown in FIGS. 6C and 6E, the pres-
ent invention can greatly decrease the influence of a
shift in a reading position.

FIG. 7 shows the embodiment of the present inven-
tion in more detail.

Control unit 30 controls an entire apparatus such as a
facsimile apparatus. When a document is transmitted by
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a facsimile apparatus, a set of a manuscript to be trans-
mitted is recognized by control unit 30 from a signal
obtained from a sensor (not shown). When an operator
depresses the transmission key, control unit 30 outputs a
reading instruction to image sensor driving unit 31. In
accordance with this reading instruction, image sensor
driving unit 31 starts a drive of image sensor 32.

Image sensor 32 is a sensor of a charge-storing-type
which reads an image data of one line by driving image
sensor driving unit 31 and outputs one line of dot data in
a dot serial manner. This dot serial data is applied to
serial/parallel converting unit 33 to provide parallel
data to be applied to image memory 34 as input image
data.

The read out parallel data is output in an FIFO struc-
ture. This embodiment has memory reading address
pointer 35 and memory writing address pointer 36
which control a reading address and writing address of
image memory 34. When image sensor 32 reads data, a
signal indicating a completion of a one-line reading is
output to image sensor and motor completion judging
unit 37. Image sensor and motor completion judging
unit 37 comprises two input AND gates, (later de-
scribed). One line moving completion signal designating
a completion of movement by one line is made to H
level and when a one reading completion signal is at H
level, H level is output. The H level output of image
sensor and motor completion judging unit 37 is applied
to memory writing address pointer 35 to increment the
value of the pointer. Memory writing address pointer 35
produces an input image data output from image sensor
32 to produce an address pointer designating the posi-
tion at which data should be stored in image memory
34. When input image data is stored in image memory
34, address generator 38 generates a storing address of
image memory 34 based on an address output from
memory writing address pointer 35, thereby making an
access to image memory 34. Namely, every time one
line is read, data is stored in image memory 34 and
memory writing address pointer 35 increments the ad-
dress point value.

On the other hand, when memory writing address
pointer 35 applies an up signal to effective image line
counter (up/down counter) 39, the output (H level) of
image sensor and motor completion judging unit 37 is
applied to a count input of effective image line counter
39 through OR gate 40. When an up signal is added to
effective image line counter 39, and the H level output
signal is applied to effective image line counter 39 from
image sensor and motor completion judging unit 37
through OR gate 40, effective image line counter 39
increments a count value.

Image memory 34 is a buffer for temporarily storing
read out input image data and the image data to be
transmitted is read out from image memory 34 during
the period when control unit 30 reads a manuscript by
using the image sensor. Therefore, control unit 30 adds
the image data output designating signal into effective
image line counter 39 through memory reading address
pointer 36 and OR gate 40. Memory reading address
pointer 36 designates a reading address pointer of image
memory 34 upon reading and address generator 38
generates a reading address based on the output of ad-
dress pointer 36, thereby making access to image mem-
ory 34. Based on this access, image memory 34 outputs
read-out image data. Memory reading address pointer
36 applies a down signal to output effective image line
counter 39, enabling effective image line counter 39 to
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perform one down count. Namely, effective image line
counter 39 performs an up count every time one line of
data is stored in image memory 34 and performs a down
count every time one line data is read out from image
memory 34. Therefore, the value of effective image line
counter 39 is equal to the number of lines of data stored
in image memory 34. Control unit 30 receives the out-
put of effective image line counter 39, namely, effective
line number data. When data of image memory 34 over-
flows if the manuscript is read at the present speed and
control unit 30 decreases a movement speed for reading
the manuscript to avoid the overflow data in image
memory 34. When the number of effective data in image
memory 34 is relatively small, the speed at which the
manuscript is read is increased to avoid the situation in
which data does not exist in image memory 34. In a
modem used for such a facsimile apparatus the data
must be transmitted continuously for one manuscript
unit and the reading speed is controlled to avoid a situa-
tion in which the number of effective lines becomes 0
during the period of reading one transmission. A con-
trol of a reading speed will be explained in more detail
hereinafter.

The output of effective image line counter 39 is ap-
plied to speed judging unit 41. Speed judging unit 41
determines based on the effective line number, whether
the present speed should be increased, maintained or
decreased. The result of the, determination in speed
judging unit 41 is output to address counter 42 compris-
ing an up/down counter. The address counter 42 has an
up input terminal and a down input terminal and speed
judging unit 41 applies an instruction signal (H level) to
an up input terminal when it determines that an increase
in speed is required. The instruction signal (H level)
which is output based on the signal from image sensor
and motor completion judging unit 37 changes address
counter 42. When speed judging unit determines that
the present speed should be reduced, a clock is input to
the down count input terminal of address counter 42
and whether the address counter 42 performs an up or
down count is determined based on the content of the
data table 43. Address counter 42 changes the count
value based on the clock. The count value of address
counter 42 is applied to an address terminal of motor
speed data table 43. Motor speed data table 43 outputs
the speed data corresponding to the count value se-
lected from the speed data previously stored in motor
speed data table 43. At this time, speed judging unit 41
performs a role for setting the address count value
within a range of data. It then generates a *STOP signal
when image memory 34 overflows even when a writing
is conducted at the lowest speed and stops the reading
operation by AND gate 53.

Motor speed data table 43 stores 80, 60, 40, 30, 25, 20,
17, 14, 12, 10 in accordance with the addresses 00 to 09
as shown in FIG. 7. Here, values 80, 60, . . . are in msec
corresponding to the reading speed of one line, which is
explained above.

The output of motor speed data table 43 is applied to
motor pulse generator 44 and data setting circuit 45.
Then pulse generator 44 generates a pulse with a period
corresponding to that of motor speed data table 43, thus
enabling a period of the motor pulse to be synchronized
with a reading period of image sensor 32. The output of
motor speed data table 43 is applied to data setting
circuit 45 which stores the data. The data corresponds
to the period of the motor pulse and counter 47 is a
presettable counter which loads the speed data stored in
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data setting circuit 45 upon starting the count, thereby
performing a down count. The clock period of oscilla-
tor 46 is § msec and the output of the oscillator is ap-
plied to counter 47. The pulse of § the period of the
value stored in the data setting circuit 45 is applied to
motor pulse counter 48 and motor driving unit 51
through AND gate 49 by means of counter 47. At this
time, motor pulse counter 48 does not count four pulses.
Therefore, AND gate 49 is turned on through inverter
50.

Motor pulse counter 48 is a } frequency divider
which outputs one line movement completion signal
after four clocks are applied to counter 47. As the out-
put of motor pulse counter 48 is applied to AND gate 49
through inverter 50, inverter 50 is turned off and there-
after the output clock from the counter 47 is prevented
from being applied to motor pulse counter 48 or motor
driving unit 51. Therefore, until the reset signal is ap-
plied, motor pulse counter 48 is put in a stopped state
and this corresponds to the time period necessary for
achieving a synchronization with a reading period of
image sensor 32.

When motor pulse counter 48 is put in a stopped state
in accordance with an above operation, a one line
movement completion signal is output. Therefore,
when image sensor and motor completion judging unit
37 receives a one-line reading completion signal, it out-
puts an H level signal, which resets motor pulse counter
48. Counter 47 advances the counting operation and is
simultaneously reset by outputs of H level from image
sensor and motor completion judging unit 37 and is
therefore returned to its initial state to perform the same
operation repeatedly.

The output of counter 47 is applied to motor driving
unit 51 through AND gate 49 to drive stepping motor
52 to advance the phase at every one pulse, thereby
controllig the rotation of the motor to move the manu-
script, for example.

The above operation is summarized as follows. Motor
pulse generator 44 produces four pulses based on the
value stored in data set circuit 45 and provides a
stopped period to be synchronized with n times the
reading period of image sensor 32.

Motor speed data table 43 previously stores the data
corresponding to the required speed and increases a
rotation speed with less phase delay even if a require-
ment for speeding up the motor is continuously pro-
duced, thereby suppressing a data shift upon reading a
manuscript.

In FIG. 4B, the motor does not stop during the
stopped period of ts to tg but the rotation of the motor
increases gradually as the period in which the driving
pulse is produced is short. In the prior art, the rotation
is changed abruptly, thereby causing a relatively large
phase delay. In the present invention, the rotation of the
motor is increased gradually when it is changed,
thereby decreasing the error caused by phase advance
or phase delay.

In the embodiment of the present invention, a step
motor for four phases is used but the step motor of the
present invention is not limited to the four phase type.
Motor pulse counter 48 formed of an n-digit counter
corresponding to n phases of stepping motor 52 can be
applied to an n phase pulse motor.

As shown in FIG. 6A, when the transcript is read and
output, the reading position in the prior art is as shown
in FIG. 6B. As a result, a transcript output with a distor-
tion is produced, as shown in FIG. 6B. In contrast, in
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the present invention, the reading position of the image
sensor is as shown in FIG. 6C and the output is sub-
jected to less distortion, as shown in FIG. 6E.

As described above, the phase delay or advance al-
ways occurs when a rotation speed of the step motor is
changed. Generally speaking, the error in phase is not
important when the rate of the speed change is slow.
However, if it is necessary to decrease the error caused
upon a slow change of the rotation speed, for example,
during the period from 80 ms to 30 ms/line in FIG. 6B
and then a table shown in the above embodiment is
provided to change the rotation speed at which a rela-
tively small error is caused. For example, as shown in
FIG. 6C, the rotation speed of the step motor is
changed in a sequence 80 ms, 60 ms, 40 ms, 30 ms, 25 ms
and 20 ms. The speed of the step motor is not merely
changed from 80 ms/line to 20 ms/line but is deter-
mined based on the content of the table in which the
value of the speed for reducing the error of the phase is
provided although the speed of the step motor changes,
thereby enabling the manuscript or the image sensor to
be moved with a high accuracy.

In the above embodiment of the present invention,
the control of the pulse motor is conducted by a motor
pulse with a period of integer times the reading period
of the reading data for the period t to t4, based on the
table content for the period when the change of the
pulse motor is relatively small, and the speed of the
pulse motor is changed from 20 ms/line to 10 ms/line,
based on the table content for the period when the
change of the rotation speed of the pulse motor is rela-
tively large, and the empty time period time of the pulse
is provided during the period of t¢ to tjp in FIG. 4B,
thereby enabling an accuracy of the apparatus to be
further increased as a whole.

The above explanation is related to the case where
the apparatus scanning speed is changed from 80
ms/line to 10 ms/line. However, the present invention
is not limited to this case.

In the present invention, the apparatus for performing
up and down control scan can be smoothly conducted
without making the speed of the apparatus scan equal to
an integer times the reading period of the image sensor
and without making the motor control equal to integer
times the reading period.

Therefore, according to the present invention, the
accuracy of the reading position of the image sensor and
the transmitting position of the manuscript can be
greatly increased, thereby effectively decreasing the
shift of the reading position.

What is claimed is:

1. An image reading system comprising:

an image sensor for reading a manuscript in one-line

units;

driving means for driving a manuscript relative to

said image sensor;

driving control means for controlling a speed of said

driving means based on a pulse cycle output to said
driving means;

buffer means for temporarily storing data read by said

image sensor; and

a speed setting means for varying said pulse cycle

output by said driving control means and for stop-
ping the output of pulses after a predetermined
number of pulses are generated so that said speed
setting means gradually varies a reading speed of
said image sensor with regard to consecutive scan
periods, each scan period being equal.
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2. The image reading system according to claim 1,
wherein
said driving means comprises a stepping motor for
driving the motor by one line to be read out and
said speed setting means stops the output of the
pulse for a predetermined period after a determined
number of pulses is output from the image sensor
and when the driving means is driven by the prede-
termined number of pulses to move by one reading
line.
3. The image reading system according to claim 1,
wherein
said buffer means stores initial scan data of the manu-
script read when the driving unit is moved by one
line.
4. The image reading system according to claim 1,
wherein
said speed setting means comprises a data table for
determining the pulse cycle corresponding to a
moving speed and a motor pulse generator for
generating a pulse based on data obtained from said
data table.
5. The image reading system according to claim 4,
wherein
said speed setting means comprises an up/down
counter for performing an up count upon storing
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the data and for performing a down count upon
reading the data, an address counter for increment-
ing an address of said data table and a speed judg-
ing unit for changing an address counter so that
said up/down counter performs a counting opera-
tion at a desired speed.

6. The image reading system according to claim 4,
wherein

said motor pulse generator comprises an oscillator for

producing a basic clock, a clock counter for count-
ing the basic clock of the oscillator after a value of
said data table is preset, motor pulse counter for
counting a carrier of said clock counter and for
stopping a count operation every time n count of
said carrier is detected.

7. The image reading system according to claim 6,
wherein a one-line data is read every time the driving
means rotates by n counts of said carrier output from
said clock counter.

8. The image reading system according to claim 4,
wherein

means is provided for determining a completion of a

driving operation by counting n counts of an out-
put of said motor pulse generator after scanning is

completed.
* * * * *



