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ration of Massachusetts 
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This invention relates to roofing, and more 
particularly to prepared roofing or roofing made 
from composition material. 
The principal object of the invention is the 

preparation of roofing material in strip form in 
Such a novel manner and attaching the same 
to the roof in such a way that when in posi 
tion. On a roof it will simulate the appearance of 
a roof made from individual shingles. 
Another object of the invention is the Sever 

ing of roofing strips of conventional width along 
a more or less irregular line whereby when the 
Strips are applied to a roof they will have certain 
portions overlapping farther than others, thereby 
enabling the strip to be more firmly secured in 
position against the action of the wind which tends 
to enter between the overlapping portions. 
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A still further object of the invention is the 
provision of a novel roof of prepared material that 
will simulate the shingles of a thatched roof and 
that may be produced and applied with a mini 
mum of time and expense. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of new and improved roofing material that is 
inexpensive to manufacture, may be easily and 
readily applied and that will simulate the ap 
pearance of individual shingles when applied 
to a roof. 
Other and further objects and advantages of 

the invention will appear from the following de 
Scription taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a portion of a sheet of 
roofing material with lines painted or printed 
thereon; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the web severed 
into two strips; and 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a portion of a roof 
showing the invention in position thereon, with 
parts in Section and parts broken away. 

In the covering of buildings by Strips or rolls 
of roofing material it is desirable that when laid 
the roof shall simulate the appearance of a roof 
that has been covered with individual shingles. 
The present invention seeks to accomplish this 
effect by a combination of cutting the strip in 
a novel manner and painting or printing lines 
thereon, to represent one course or row of shin 
gles, and by painting or printing on said strip. 
lines to represent an Overlapping or next Suc 
ceeding row or course of shingles. 

It has been found by experiment that the most 
realistic effect may be produced by simulating 
the appearance of what is known in the trade 
as a "thatched' roof, that is One in which the 

shingles of each row or course are at different 
heights, whereby the line formed by their lower 
edges or butts is irregular. 
In carrying out the invention a strip of roofing 

10 of the conventional width has painted or print 
ed thereon a plurality of heavy, irregular lines 
11 and 12 extending longitudinally of the strip. 
These irregular lines represent the lower edges or 
'butts of a course of shingles on a thatched roof. 
Other lines 13 and 14, preferably lighter than 
the lines 11 and 12, are painted or printed on the 
strip to extend transversely of the strip to rep 
resent the side edges of the shingles 15 forming 
the row or course 16 along one edge of the strip, 
and the shingles 17 forming the row or course 18 
along the opposite edge. 
The strip is severed along an irregular line as 

indicated in Fig. 2, which shows the strip 10 sev 
ered longitudinally and with the severed strips 
slightly separated. The severed line extends along 
the central portion of the strip longitudinally 
thereof along an irregular, angular, or zigzag 
line SO arranged as to represent the butt or lower 
ends of the conventional rectangular shingles of 
different widths. In other Words, the Severed 
line or the line along which the strip is divided 
Comprises portions 19 extending longitudinally of 
the strip and portions 21 extending transversely 
thereto. 
The portions 19 represent the lower or butt 

ends of shingles 22 and 23 of the rows or courses. 
24 and 25, respectively. These lines are of dif 
ferent lengths to indicate shingles of different 
widths. The transverse lines 21 are extended as 
at 26 and 27 to designate the side edges of the 
shingles 22 and 23 of the roWS 24 and 25, respec 
tively. 
For convenience of description the lines ex 

tending longitudinally of the web or strip may 
be considered as extending horizontally and those 
transversely thereto as extending upwardly, since 
this is the direction they will extend when ap 
plied to a roof. The lines defining the side edges 
of the shingles of one course or row are offset 
from those of the next preceding, and also from 
those of the next Succeeding roW, Whereby the 
shingles will appear to properly overlap the joints 
in the same manner as WOOden or individual 
shingles are laid. - 
In the form of the invention selected to illus 

trate one embodiment of the invention the web or 
sheet of roofing of the conventional width is sev 
ered into two strips A and B and when the lines 
are applied have the appearance of two rows or 
courses of shingles. In applying the Strips A and 
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B to a roof 20, see Fig. 3, one of the strips as A 
is secured in position and the other strip B is 
turned end for end and placed in overlapping posi 
tion on the upper edge of the strip A as clearly 
disclosed in said figure. Inasmuch as every alter 
nate row has an exposed lower edge, the Whole 
roof will have the appearance of a shingled roof. 
This illusion is heightened by the thatched ap 
pearance of the roof. 
In order to produce a similarity in the ap 

pearance of the lower edges of the severed por 
tions to the painted or stamped portions, the sev 
ered portions may be painted or printed with a 
heavy line 29 either before or after it has been 
Severed. Preferably the line 29 will be across 
the lower ends of the portions representing the 
shingles as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2 and the 
Connecting portions will be in lighter lines to 
represent the side edges of the shingles. 

If the line 29 is applied before the web or strip 
is Severed the line is made twice the width of 
the line 11 or the line 12 so that when the strip 
is Severed the line will be divided so that each 
portion of the web will have a line along its 
severed portion substantially the same width as 
the line 11 or the line 12. 
In laying out the spaces to represent shingles, 

the web is preferably laid out in what may be 
termed units of uniform widths as indicated by 
the braces C and D in Figs. 2 and 3. Each unit 
preferably comprises a definite number of Shin 
gles of predetermined widths. In the form 
ShOWn, each unit comprises the four spaces simu 
lating four shingles. These units are of the same 
Width and the corresponding shingles of each 
unit are preferably of the same width whereby 
they may be readily laid to break joints, that is, 
the shingles of One row may be readily laid SO 
that the Side lines thereof Will be offset relative 
to those of the next adjacent row. This is con 
sidered an important feature of the invention be 
cause it enables the workman to properly lay the 
roof with a minimum of time and labor and With 
a Small loss of material in properly matching the 
design. 
While I have shown the lower or butt ends of 

the shingles as being rectangular, it is understood 
that they may be of other shapes or forms, those 
illustrated being by Way of example only. 

In the use of Strip shingles or Strip material, 
it is the common practice to overlap the strips a 
uniform amount, usually about one and one half 
to two inches. These overlapping edges are then 
usually cemented together and fastening means 

passed therethrough into the roof 20 for securing 
the strips or webs in position. With the web cut 
to represent the shingles of a “thatched' roof the 
shorter portions being overlapped the conven 
tional amount, the longer portions or "shingles' 80 
will Overlap to a considerable extent and will 
therefore more firmly hold the material in Over 
lapped position and prevent wind from entering 
beneath the Same. 

It is thought from the foregoing taken in con- 85 
nection with the accompanying drawing that the 
construction and operation of my device Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, and that 
various changes in size, shape, proportion and 
details of construction may be made without de- 90 
parting from the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A roofing strip having its lower edge cut 

along an irregular line defining the butt edges of 95 
a course of shingles of different widths, said butt 
edges being relatively displaced longitudinally of 
the shingles, transverse lines on said strip for 
representing the side edges of said shingles, a 
heavy irregular line between the upper and lower 100 
edges of said strip and other lines extending 
transversely of the strip for simulating another 
course of shingles of different width with butt 
edges relatively displaced longitudinally of the 
shingles of the second named course, the shingle 105 
areas of each of Said courses being arranged in 
groups of uniform width, each group comprising a 
definite number of shingles of predetermined 
varying width. 

2. A roofing strip having its lower edge cut 110 
along an irregular line defining the butt edges of 
a course of shingles of different widths, said butt 
edges being relatively displaced longitudinally of 
the shingles, transverse lines on said strip for 
representing the side edges of said shingles, a 115 
heavy irregular line between the upper and lower 
edges of said strip and other lines extending 
transversely of the strip for simulating another 
course of shingles of different width with butt 
edges relatively displaced longitudinally of the 120 
shingles of the second named course, the said 
lower cut edge of said Strip being outlined With a 
dark colored border line, the shingle areas of 
each of said courses being arranged in groups of 
uniform width, each group comprising a definite 125 
number of shingles of predetermined varying 
Width. 
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