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This invention relates {o brassieres and particularly to
brassieres that are intended for use with garments having
a low back.

It is an object of this invention to provide a brassiere
which is sufficiently low in the back sothat it can be worn
with formal or backless garments and, at the same time,
will provide proper support without tendency to ride up
the back or bind beneath the bust line in the front.

It is a further object of the invention to provide such
a brassiere wherein all parts of the side bands be smooth
and flat against the body of the wearer.

Basically, the brassiere embodying the invention com-
prises a front section which has portions defining cups and
a pair of diverigng side bands extending from each side
of the front section, the upper bands being generally hori-
zontal and the lower bands diverging sharply downwardly
and having their ends adapted to be interconnected. The
lower edges of the lower bands diverge downwardly gen-
erally at a right angle, when the brassiere is in open flat
condition, and form a continuation of the lower edge of
the front section. A shoulder strap extends from each
cup portion and over the shoulders to the lower bands.
The upper bands are secured to the strays intermediate

‘the ends of the strays. Portions of the straps above and

below the upper bands are longitudinaliy elastic.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of the brassiere on
the wearer,

FIG. 2 is a side view of the brassicre on the wearer.

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the brassiere on the
wearer.

FIG. 4 is a view of the brassiere in open, flat condition.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view -throngh an end portion of
the upper band of the brassiere.

FIG. 6 is a side view of a modified form of brassiere on
the wearer.

FIG. 7 is a front perspective view of another modified
form of brassiere on the wearer.

FIG. 8 is a front perspective view of another modified
form of brassiere on the wearer.

FIG. 9 is a front perspective view of another modified
form of brassiere on the wearer.

Referring to the drawings, the brassiere embodying the
invention comprises a band 1@ including front sections 11
and side bands 12 extending from the front sections 1.
Sections 11 and side bands 12 are preferably Iongitudi-
nally elastic as indicated by the arrows. Cup portions 13
of inelastic material are secured to the band 16 along
lines 14 so that a central portion 15 of the band defines
a gore between the cup portions 13. Cup portions 13
can be made in any conventional design of one or a plu-
rality of pieces of material.

The lower edge of each side band 12 extends down-
wardly toward the free end therzof. As shown in FIGS.
1-3, the lower edge of each side band 12 extends down-
wardly along a substantially straight line and forms a
continuation of the lower edge of the front section 11 to
define a diverging angle. The included angle between the
lower edges of the side bands 12 is generally a right angle
and preferably an obtuse angle when the brassiere is in
open, flat condition as shown in FIG. 4.

An upper band 16 preferably of inelastic material is
ccured to the side edge of each cup portion 13 as at 17.
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the upper bands 1§ extend
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generally horizontally from the cup portions 13 when the
garment is worn by a wearer. Bands 1§ are preferably
inelastic. Bands 15 and bands 12 may be in non-over-
lapping, partially overlapping or entirely overlapping re-
lation. .

Adjustable straps 18 are provided for each cup portion
13 and are attached to the upper edge of each cup portion
as at 9. Each strap 18 includes an inelastic portion 20
that extends over the shoulder of the wearer and an elastic
portion 21 that extends downwardly from the end of the
inelastic portion 28 and is secured to the lower band as at
22. The ends of the upper bands 16 are folded over and
secured to the bands in order to form loops of substantial
width through which the elastic portions 21 of straps 18
extend. This permits the ends of the upper bands 16 to
move upwardly and downwardly and accommodate to the
variations in the correspending portions of the wearer’s
bedy.

By this construction, the elastic band 18 encircles the
porticn of the wearer’s body that has a circumference less
than the circumference of the body at a horizontal sec-
tion at or above the shoulder blades just below the bust
line to provide support of the bust without riding up the
back or binding beneath the bust line of the wearer. The
forming of the lower edges of the lower side bands 12
so they diverge sharply at an angle which is generally a
right angle and is preferably an obtuse angle insures that
the ends of the lower side bands 12 extend downwardly
sufficiently to provide a low-back garment that can be
worn in connection with certain style garments that have
a low back. The extension of the upper bands 16 to the
straps 18 insures that a lateral or horizontal force is ap-
plied to the cup portions 13 which combines with the verti-
cal restraint of the lower bands 12 to insure the desired
separation and support, without binding or gaping.

Although the included angle between the lower edges of
the side bands 12 is generally a right angle, when on the
wearer, the lower edges of the lower side bands 12 ex-
tend across the lower rib case of the wearer and form an
angle which is preferably approximately 30 degrees to the
horizontal when viewed from the side on the wearer as
shown in FIG. 2. ,

It can thus be seen that I have provided a brassiere
which can be worn with formal or backless garments and,
at the same time, provides proper support of the bust with-
out riding up the back or binding beneath the bust line of
the wearer. The lower edges of the side bands 12 ex-
tending downwardly across the rib cage, when on the
wearer, positively prevent the side bands 12 from moving
upwardly. The substantially horizontal upper bands 18,
in combination with the elastic connector straps 21,
smooth out any puckers or gaping which would other-
wise form along the upper edge of the lower side bands
12; thereby insuring that the entire inner surface of the
band 18, from the front to the back, lies smooth and flat
against the body of the wearer. Thus, the lower edges
of the downwardly extending lower side bands 12 lock
or secure the brassiere in place at the sides and back of
the wearer and the upper side bands 16 not only exert a
lateral pull against the straps 21 as a fulcrum but also the
connection between the upper and lower side bands irons
out the upper surface of the lower side bands. Wearers
of my new brassiere have stated that it gives a decided
freedom of movement of the arms and shoulders as com-
pared to standard straight around brassieres.

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 6, the ends
of the upper bands 16a are fixed to the elastic portion 21a
of the shoulder strap 18a. In addition, the lower bands
12q are fastened to the cup portions 13¢ in such a man-
ner that they partially overlap the upper bands 164 but
are unattached thereto. If it is to accommodate persons
of different sizes, the overlap may be complete as shown
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by the dotted line 25. In addition, in the form of the
invention shown in FIG. 6, the lower edge of the lower
bands 124 is convex downwardly and the upper edge of
the lower bands 12a is concave upwardly.

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 7, the front
sections 115 are made of inelastic material and overlap
as at 26. The upper bands 16¢ are fixed to the sides cof
the cup portions 2135 and the lower side bands 12) are
fixed to the side edges of the front sections 135.

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 8, the front
sections 11c and lower side bands 12¢ are part of a single
piece of longitudinally elastic material. The inner ends
of the front sections 11c¢ are overlapped. In addition, the
inner ends of the side band portions 12¢ overlap com-
pletely the upper bands 16c and are connected to the
cup portions 13¢, but unattached to the upper bands 1&c.

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 9, the front
sections 114 are made of inelastic material and the side
bands 12d are fastened to the side edges of the front sec-
ticns 11d and are made of longitudinally elastic material,
In addition, the lower bands 12d are fastened to the cup
portions 13d and partially overlap the upper bands 164,
but are unconnected thereto.

It should be understcod that although the included
angle between the lower edges of the side bands 12, 12q,
12b, 12¢ and 12d, when the brassiere is in open, flat con-
dition, have been described as being generally a right
angle and preferably an obtuse angle, obviously, this angle
can vary considerably and, in addition, the curvature of
the lower and upper edges of the side bands may vary
considerably; the important point is that when on the
wearer the lower edges of the lower side bands slant
downwardly across the lower rib cage of the wearer and
when viewed from the side on the wearer, the lower edges
are at preferably approximately 30 degrees to the hori-
zontal,

I claim:

1. A brassiere comprising

a front section including a pair of spaced apart cup

portions,

lower main bands of substantial width connected to

the outer edge of each cup portion at least at the
lower outer edge thereof,

the bottom edge of each lower band extending down-

wardly and outwardly when in the flat and down-
wardly across the rib cage at an angle when on the
wearer,

the outer ends of each lower band being connected to-
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gether at the small of the back when on the wearer,

straps having one end connected to each cup portion at
the top and connected to each lower band adjacent
the outer end thereof,

secendary upper bands extending substantially hori-

zontally outwardly and rearwardly from an edge of
each cup portion and connected to at least the outer
edge of each cup pertion at a point above the lower-
most connecticns between the cup poriions and the
lower bands, and connected at their outer ends to
sald straps to provide lateral pull at the outer edges
of the cup portions, and cooperating with said lower
bands to insure desired support without wrinkling
along the upper edge of said lower bands.

2. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the por-
tions of the straps between the secondary bands and the
lower band is elastic.

3. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the con-
nection between the ouier ends of the secondary bands
and the straps provides relative vertical adjustment be-
tween the ocuter ends of the secondary bands and the
straps.

4. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the angle
of each lower band as it crosses the rib cage when on
the wearer is approximately 30° to the hcrizontal.

5. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the lower
ends of each strap are formed of longitudinally elastic
material and the outer ends of each secondary band are in
the form of loops through which the straps extend.

6. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the sec-
ondary bands are formed of inelastic material and the
lower main bands are formed of at least in part of elastic
material with the direction of elasticity parallel to the bot-
toin edges of the lower tands.

7. The structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the lower
main bands are formed at least in part of elastic material
with the direction of elasticity parallel to the bottom edges
of the lower bands.
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