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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANK GADECKI, OF MYSTIC, IowA. 

CAROUSET. 

1,318,986, 
Application filed July 2, 1919. Serial No. 308,162. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK GADECKI, a. 

citizen of Poland, residing at Mystic, county 
of Appanoose, and State of Iowa, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Carousels, of which the following is a specification. 
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This invention has as its object the pro 
vision of a carousel or a round-about, driven by riders thereby affording a pleasurable 
amusement and exercise combined. 
A further object is to provide a braking 

means, operable by any or all of the riders, 
so that the momentum of the rotating plat 
form may be checked at any desired time. 
These and other like objects, which will. 

become more fully apparent as the descrip 
tion progresses, are attained by the novel 
construction and combination of parts here 20 
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'inafter described and shown in the accom 
panying drawings, forming a material part 
of this disclosure, and in which 

Figure 1 is a section on line 1 1 Fig. 3 showing 
the invention, parts being broken away in 
order to disclose the interior construction, Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational and sectional view, and 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken 
on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 
10 indicates the base of the apparatus, the 
same having a raised marginal wall 11, the 
upper edge of which is level with the sur 
face on which the apparatus operates. 
Extending centrally upward from the base 

10 is a rigid mast or post 12, the same being 
tapered conically to its upper end, which is 
surmounted with a flagsta 
is a cap 14 having downwardly turned edges 
adapted to shelter and protect an anti-fric 
tional bearing 15, by which the cap ring 
16 is engaged. - 
Another anti-friction bearing 17 sur 

rounds the mast near its lower end connect 
ing the lower ring 18, provided with ex 
tensions 19 to which the circular platform, 
20 is connected at its center. 
The platform is supported at spaced in 

tervals along its marginal edges by a plural 
ity of radius rods 21, the same rigidly se 
cured in the platform and extending upward 
to a point 22 where they are turned angularly 
inward and engaged with the cap ring 16. 

Disposed over the radial portions 23 of 
the radius rods is an awning or cover 24 

Specification of Letters Patent, 

a carousel made in accordance with 

13, below which 

Patented Oct. 14, 1919. 

So as to protect the riders and mechanism: 
from the direct rays of the sun or rain, 
should it occur. . 

Rigidly connecting between the rings 15 
and 18 are a plurality of bars 25 having 
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Secured upon their outer surfaces braces 26, 
midway in their length, the lower end of 
braces being secured on the upper surface of the platform 20. . . 
Circumjacent to the lower portions of the 

braces 26 are the elements 27 of a circular 
fence, inclosing the central portion of the 
platform so as to prevent the entrance of 
the riders. - 

Fixed at spaced intervals upon the sur 
face of the platform 30 are a plurality of 
figures 28, representing animals or the like, 
upon which the riders are to be seated. 
Below each of the figures are raised 
3. in which are mounted spindles 0, 
the cranks terminating in pedals 32, adapted 
to receive the feet of the riders. 

Fixed upon the spindles 30 below the 
figures, are spur gears 33 meshing with idler 
gears 34, mounted in brackets secured upon 
the platform 20, and conveying motion to 
other gears 35, mounted on spindles 36, car 
ried in brackets 37 secured below the plat form 20. 
Extending over the gears 34 and 25 are 

partially closed covers 38 providing hous 
ings for the gears and preventing the cloth 
ing of the riders from being caught therein. 

ixed upon the spindles 36 are flanged 
wheels 39 the faces being adapted to rest 
upon a rail 40, bent into a circle and se 
cured by the flange 41 upon the upper sur 
face of the base element 10, the same form 
ing a circular track Supporting the plat 
form. 20. - 

Also fixed upon the spindles 36 are flat 
faced wheels 43, over which are trained the 
bight 44 of brake band elements secured to 
the platform by the rivets 45 at one end, 
while the other end is brought upwardly 
through openings formed in the platform, 
closely adjacent to the sides of the figures, 
the bands 46 being secured to outstanding 
pins 47 set in levers 48, pivoted on the pins 
50 passing through the neck part of the 

provided with cranks 31 at each end, 
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figure representing a head, other arms 51 of 
the levers being engaged with cords 52, nor 
mally loosened and disposed over the top 
of the figure, and which may be grasped by 
the hands of the rider so as to be pulled, 
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thereby drawing the brake bands 46 into en 
gagement with the faces of the brake wheels 
43 and retarding the rotation of the spindle 
36 and wheels 39 on the circular track. 

Brackets 53 are fixed to the necks of the 
figures representing animals and carry pairs 
of horizontally extending pins 54 which may 
be used by the rider in order to steady them 
selves upon the figures. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

a pleasure device of novel design has been 
disclosed, capable of being operated by the 
feet of the riders whose hands may grasp 
the projection 54 so as to be securely 
steadied on their seats and that brake de 
vices are combined by which the rotation 
of the carousel 30 may be retarded by any 
of the riders at any time. 
Having thus described my invention and 

set forth the manner of its construction, ap 
plication and use what I claim as new, and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. In a carousel, the combination with a 
hollow base, a trackway mounted therein, a 
circular platform rotatably mounted on said 
platform, and a plurality of figures on said 
platform, of a pedally driven gear train be 
low each of said figures, flanged wheels 
driven by said gear trains, said wheels rest 
ing upon said circular track, guards over 
said gear trains, brake wheels adjacent to 
said flanged wheels, brake bands engaging 
said brake wheels, bell-crank levers secured 
in the heads of each of said figures in which 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for 

1,318,986 

the upper ends of said bands are attached, 
and means for manually actuating the short 
arms of said bell-crank levers whereby the 
brakes may be applied. 

2. In a carousel, the combination with a 
hollow cylindrical base, a circular rail ar 
ranged concentric therewithin, and a post 
fixed centrally in said base, of a pair of 
rings rotatably mounted on said post, a. 
platform guided by said rings, a fence ar 
ranged circumjacent to said post inclosing 
the center of said platform, a plurality of 
figural objects secured upon the upper sur 
face of said platform, a pedally operated 
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gear train below each of said figures, a track 
wheel actuated by each of said gear trains, 
said track wheels resting upon said circular 
rail, hand rests secured near the front of 
each of said figures adapted to be held by 
the riders, a bell-crank lever mounted in the 
head of said figures, a cord attached to ome 
arm of said bell-crank levers, said cord ex 
tending over the figure so as to be pulled 
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by the rider, brake bands secured to the 
other ends of said bell-crank levers, said levers extending through said platform, and 
friction wheels carried adjacent to said 
track wheels over which said brake bands ex 
tend whereby the movement of said platform 
may be retarded. In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature. 

FRANK GADECKI. 
five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ - 
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