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UNITED STATES

1,529,329

PATENT OFFICE.

VESTIA P, TURNBO, OF ATOKA, 0KLAHOMA.,

TRACK BLOCK AND BLOCK-FORMED TRACK,

Apphcatmn filed August 21; 1922 Senal No 583 319

T6 al whom it may concern; _

Be it known that T, Vista' P. Torxso, a
citizen of the Umted States, vesiding at
Atoka, in the county of Atoka'and State of
Oklahoma, have 1nvented certain: new and
useful- Improvements in" Track Block™ and
Block-Formed Tr acks, of which'the follow-
ing'is a specification.

Thig invention relates to roads, and iore
specifically to an 1mproved track-block and
block formed tracks.

Ong ob]ect of thig inv entlon is to pro-
vide a set of road forming blocks or track
forming blocks each of w ‘hich can be caused

5 to constltute a curb element and’ part of a

road-bed, it being a further object to gen-
erally 1mp10ve upon and minimize thé Cost
of vehiclé-roads.

A further ob]ect 18 to- prowde “blocks: of
this character avmtr 1nterlock1no p01t10ns
which assist’ the roud- buﬂder n ploperly
placing*the blocks against oné ‘anotheét so as
to break all joints and sectire the blocks in
stich” position that the contiguoiis surfaces
of the blocks are flush with one ancther.

A further object is to- provide blocks™ of
this character each having formed thereon
a leveling guide or a. depth—ffafre for gaging
the depth of asphalt or other road- surface
material placed on the upper row of: blocks
of f1 tier.

A fuither object is to provide an im-
proved reinforcement for blocks of this
character, also to provide similar and’ effi-

5 cient means for tylnrr two series or tiers of

blocks against moving laterally with- 1equct
to one another.

Other. objects and 1dvanta6es will' be
pointed out: or implied in the followmrr de-
tails of description, in connection withi the
accompanying drawings in which:

Fig: 1 'is:a’perspectivé view illustrating
one side of a road embodying a simple form
of my improved block.

I'ig. 2 is an enlarged sectional detail view
1llustI atmg the manner in which the blocks
of Fig. 1 are fitted and secured together.

Figs. 8, 4 and 5 are views 111ustratincr
slightly modified forms of my mventlon,
parts being broken away to disclose other
parts.

Fig. 6 is a view illustrating two blocks of
another modified form fitted to“ether in the
normal or road forming p051t10n

bé- embeddeﬁ

FlO 7 1s a top’ plan view of a block such
as shown 1|n Fig.

Fig, 8'isan end ele\'atlon of a 1oad con-
structed somewhat similar to thiat shown in
Irig: 1 :

T1d 9 1s a pelspectlve view 111ustratm(r
a’ relnforcan' structure of wire which may
in any or ’IH of the blocks
Liére lllusf;rated )

Referring to these dlawmos in detful in
which 51m1hr reference . chardctels cor-
1espond W1th similar parts th10110110ut the
several views, the invention con51sts in .the
construction and arrangement of’ parts as
will mow be fully described as follows:.

As more. clearly 1llustrated in, I‘Ns l 2 ,
7 and. 8, each block 10 is substantmlly

L-shaped and: comprlses a road-bed-plate:11
and a curb-platé 12, these plates, 11 and .12
being substantlally homzontal and  vertical,
1espect1ve1y, when in ;their normal ‘position,
that _is, the road- formlncr Jposition, Mo1e-
over, each block 10 is formed with a hemi:
sphemcal boss 18" and two. quarter- -spherical
depressions 14, so that. two, of the depres-
sions 14 of contwuous blocks combine. to
form- a llemlspherlcal seat for an inverted
one of the bosses 13. _This manner of fitting
the blocks together is best. 111ustrated in Fig.
2, and it Wlll be seen that the upper.row of
blocks 10 is 1nverted with respect:.to. the
lower row, the ]omts ot the .latter being
broken by the middle ])01tlons of the blocks
of the upper row, while . the jdints of the
latfer are broken by the mlddle portions of
the blocks of the lower row. Moreover, thie

Arée edges of the plates 11 abut agamst the
upriglit;inner surfaces of the curb. elements .
or plates 12 Eich curb-plate. 12 has. one

end Tormed: Wlth a hemispherical, boss 13
while its other§ end is formed with a liemj-
spherical dépression 13%, the htter receiving
the boss 13* of a contwuous block of its
row. Each block is formed with apertures
15 which are connected by a groove 16, and
tie-rods 17 may be secured in these aper-
tures and grooves so as to prevent lateral
movement of two parallel tiers of these
blocks at opposite sides of the road. Com-
mon earth, gravel, concrete, asphalt or any
appropriate material may constitute the in-
termediate road-bed indicated at 18 in Figs.
1 and 8, this material 18 filling the space
between the lower portions of the blocks 10
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while covering the tie-rods 17. In this form
of the invention, the upright or substan-
tially vertical plates 12 extend above the
road-bed-plates 11 and bed material 18 so
as to form a curb. When necessary or de-
sirable, any appropriate surfacing material
19 may be placed on the road-bed-plates 11
as llustrated in Figs. 1 and 6, and in order
that this material may be.of substantially
equal depth throughout its extent, I provide
ledges or depth gages 20, these elements 20
being spaced from the integral road-bed-
plate a distance equal to the thickness or
depth of the surfacing material 19. There-
fore, when the material 19 is placed on the
upper plate 11 and extends to-a higher level
than the ledges 20, its proper level may be
attained by moving a straight-edge or
scraper along the ledges 20. One of the ele-
ments 20 of each block extends inward from
the curb 122, and the other extends inward
from the curb-extension 12°.

Where no curb is desired, the plates or
upright portions 12¢ extend above the road-
bed-plate a distance equal to the thickness
of the road-bed-plate, so that the upper-
most surface of the lower block 10* is flush
with the uppermost surface of the upper
block 10°, as illustrated in Figs. 8, 4 and 5.
The filling material 18 may be dispensed
with where the blocks are relatively wide,
or where a relatively narrow road or walk
is desired, as in Fig. 4.

In view of the several forms and applica-
tions of blocks of road-forming blocks here
illustrated, it will be seen that these blocks
may be applied in numerous forms of road
construction. Therefore, it is not intended
to limit this invention to the exact details
of construction and arrangement here illus-
trated and described, but changes may be
made within the scope of the inventive ideas
as.implied and claimed.

What I claim as my invention is:

1.. A road including blocks each compris-
ing a road-bed-plate and a carb-plate por-
tion, the latter being substantially at right
angles to the road-bed-plate portion, these
blocks being arranged in two superposed
rows, the upper one of these rows being in-
verted with respect to the lower row and
having its road-bed-plates fitted on those of

the lower row, the curb-plates of each row -
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being fitted against the edges of the road-
bed-plates of the contiguous row, each curb-
plate being formed with a ledge extending
substantially towards the free edge of the
road-bed-plate which is integral therewith,

-this ledge being spaced from the road-bed-

plate a greater distance than the thickness
of the road-bed-plates, and being adapted
to gage the depth of surfacing material
which may be placed on the upper road-
bed-plate.

2. A road including blocks each compris-
ing a road-bed-plate and a curb-plate por-
tion, the latter being substantially at right
angles to the road-bed-plate portion, these
blocks being arranged in two superposed
rows, the upper one of these rows being in-
verted with respect to the lower row and
having its road-bed-plates fitted on those of
the lower row, the curb-plates of each row
being fitted against the edges of the road-
bed-plates .of . the contiguous row, each
curb-plate being formed with a ledge ex-
tending inward and in spaced relation to
the integral road-bed-plate, each
block being formed with a ledge which ex-
tends towards the first said ledge when the
upper block is seated on a lower block, and
surfacing material fitted between said ledges
and having its upper surface flush with
these ledges, the lower part of the surfacing
material extending under these ledges and
secured in place thereby, means being pro-
vided for preventing horizontal movement
of the upper and lower blocks with respect
to one another. )

3. The combination of two spaced par-
allel tiers of track-blocks, each tier consist-

ing of two superposed rows of blocks, each -
“block including a substantially horizontal

plate and a substantially vertical plate, the
upper row of blocks being inverted with re-
spect to the lower row and fitted thereon in
such manner that the blocks of each row
break the joints between the blocks of the
contiguous row, tie-rods secured to each tier
and spanning the space between the tiers,
and road-bed-material covering said  tie-
rods and filling the lower part of said space.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture.

VESTIA P. TURNBO,
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