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DEVICE FOR PACKAGING AND
APPLICATION OF A PRODUCT, IN
PARTICULAR AN EYELINER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This document claims priority to French Application No.
02 10796, filed Aug. 30, 2002 and U.S. Provisional Applica-
tion No. 60/409,947, filed Sep. 12, 2002, the entire content of
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a device for packaging and
applying of a product, especially a fluid product, for example,
a liquid or pasty product. The invention is particularly advan-
tageous for the application of a cosmetic product to the skin.

2. Discussion of Background

The term cosmetic product is intended to mean a product as
defined in Council Directive 93/35/EEC of 14 Jun. 1993,
amending for the sixth time Directive 76/768/EEC. The
invention can advantageously provide a device for applica-
tion of a cosmetic product. The invention is particularly
advantageous for use in applying a make-up product to the
eyelids, and more particularly, for application of a line to the
eyelids, namely with an eyeliner.

In order to draw a line on the eyelids, it is known to use
make-up pencils. It is also known to use devices which
include a reservoir containing a liquid product and an appli-
cator equipped with a flexible application element for appli-
cation of the product. Such devices are, for example,
described in the patent applications FR-A-2 633 256 and
FR-A-2 412 287. In this type of device, a tip which is flocked
or made of felt so as to hold some of the product, or alterna-
tively a tip which includes capillary grooves to hold some of
the product, forms the application element. The application
element may also be in the form of a brush. When the device
is in the closed position, the applicators are immersed in the
reservoir in order to take up some of the product. In order to
draw a line on her eyelid, the user opens the device by remov-
ing the applicator, the tip of which has some of the product on
it. The user then draws a line in the same way as with a pencil,
that is to say by applying the application element on one side
of the eyelid and moving it as far as the other end.

With such application elements, however, it is very difficult
to draw a line which is uniform, with a constant thickness over
the entire length of the line. This is because the user tends to
press on the tip with variable strength when she is drawing the
line, such that the tip spreads out variably on the eyelid and
varies the width of the tip applied to the eyelid and the line
being drawn. In the case of a brush, it is also very difficult to
obtain a thin line which is uniform.

Furthermore, it is very difficult to draw an identical line on
both eyelids, because the user does not use the same hand
movements for drawing a line on the two eyelids. The user
either changes hands for each eyelid (entailing the use of one
hand with which she is less accustomed) or uses the same
hand for both eyelids (entailing different movements in draw-
ing lines of the different eyelids with the same hand). Here
again, in performing a different hand movement for each
eyelid, the user will tend not to press on the tip of the brush in
the same way for both eyelids.

Furthermore, since the eyelid is a very flexible surface, it
tends to crease when the tip of the applicator is being moved
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with sufficient pressure to deposit the product. As a result, it
is very difficult to make a continuous line over a creased
surface.

Also known are devices for drawing lines on paper which
consist of a roller that comes in contact with an ink pad in
order to take up some of the ink before transferring the ink
onto the paper. A device of this type is, for example, described
in U.S. Pat. No. 1,225,067. The roller consists of a flat disc
which is fitted so as to rotate on a hoop, which itself is fitted
ona container containing the ink pad. Such a device, however,
is not suitable for drawing a line on the eyelid. This is because
the roller is fitted so as to rotate by means of an attached axle
which is fixed at its ends to two side walls of the hoop, which
are parallel to the plane of the roller. The roller is arranged
relatively close to the side walls, so that they limit the tilting
of the roller and/or its translation along the axis of rotation,
with these movements possible by the play existing between
the roller and the attached axle which is necessary for rotation
of' the roller. With this arrangement, when the user is drawing
aline, the roller rubs against at least one wall so that it does not
roll well. It is then necessary to exert a relatively strong
pressure on the paper in order to make the roller roll and draw
a line. Accordingly such a device would not be acceptable for
drawing a thin and uniform line on an eyelid, which could not
withstand such pressure.

U.S. Pat. No. 2,163,355 discloses a device for applying a
solid lipstick. The device includes a wheel fitted so as to rotate
by means of an attached axle. U.S. Pat. No. 2,229,707 dis-
closes a device for dispensing shaving cream, with the device
fitted on a tube head. The device includes a rotatably mounted
roll which defines a cylindrical application surface. Such
devices would not be suitable for drawing uniform lines,
particularly on an eyelid, and do not overcome problems
associated with conventional line drawing devices as dis-
cussed earlier.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Itis therefore one of the objects of the invention to produce
an application device which does not have the drawbacks of
the prior art.

It is an object of the invention to provide a device for
application of a make-up product which makes it possible to
draw a relatively thin line that is uniform over its full length.

It is another object of the invention to provide a device
which makes it possible to draw a line quickly with a high
degree of precision.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a device
which makes it readily possible to draw patterns with varied
shapes.

According to the invention, these and other objects and
advantages can be achieved by a device for packaging and
applying a product. The device includes a container suitable
for containing the product. An application component is also
provided having at least one applicator portion suitable for
coming in contact with the product in order to take up or hold
some of the product. In addition, a product holding compo-
nent in the form of a porous or fibrous component is contained
at least partly inside the container, and is suitable for absorb-
ing or holding some of the product and releasing it to the
applicator portion(s). Further, rotational coupling means are
arranged on at least one side of the applicator portion to allow
the application component to be moved in rotation about an
axis Y relative to the container. The application component
includes a portion separating the applicator portion from the
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coupling means, with this portion having a non-constant cross
section along the axis Y, measured transversely to the axis of
rotation Y.

Since the application component can rotate, the pattern, for
example the line, is produced while the applicator portion is
being moved over the eyelid while exerting very little friction
onit, in contrast to a make-up pencil or a tip traditionally used
for application of an eyeliner.

Further, since the application component includes a por-
tion with a non-constant cross section separating the coupling
means from the applicator portion, an application component
is obtained which includes an applicator portion that is rela-
tively thin but laterally stiffened. This further makes it pos-
sible to position the applicator portion away from the cou-
pling means.

With the arrangement of the invention, the play associated
with the coupling means entails a less significant deviation of
the application component, at the level of the applicator por-
tion, when the coupling means are situated at a distance from
the plane in which the applicator portion moves as compared
with the arrangement of U.S. Pat. No. 1,225,067 in which
when they are formed substantially in this plane. The reason
is that, with the 067 arrangement, since the roller has a
constant thickness and is very thin so as to define an applica-
tor portion which makes it possible to draw a thin line at the
periphery, the coupling means are formed substantially in the
same plane as the plane in which the applicator portion
moves. Hence, the play existing level with the coupling
means entails a relatively significant deviation of the appli-
cator portion whereas, in contrast, the applicator portion of
the device of the invention tends to remain in a plane substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis of rotation without deviating
from this plane. It is hence possible to obtain a line which is
relatively straight over its full length.

Furthermore, the use of a porous or fibrous component
makes it possible to limit the risk of product leaks when a
liquid product is being used, for example.

According to another optional feature of the invention, the
device may include coupling means on each side of the appli-
cator portion.

According to a further optional advantageous feature, the
cross section of the portion separating the applicator portion
from the coupling means decreases progressively along the
axis Y, from the applicator portion as far as the coupling
means. This limits the surface area of the application compo-
nent liable to come in contact, during the rotation, with the
container or with an intermediate element secured to the
container which carries the application component, so as to
limit the friction by stiffening the application component.

Advantageously, the coupling means includes of the inter-
action of at least one lug with at least one cavity which are
formed respectively on the application component and on the
container or on an element secured to the container, or vice
versa. It is hence possible to obviate the need for an attached
rotation axle, so that the number of constituent elements of
the device is limited, and therefore, so is the play between the
various pieces. It is hence possible to obtain a more precise
device making it possible to draw a more precise line. Further,
the shape of the lugs and the cavities may be selected so that
the lug only comes in contact with the edge delimiting the
cavity along a circular generatrix, with the generatrix being
continuous or discontinuous. A uniquely linear contact is
therefore obtained, which further limits the friction during
rotation of the application component.

Advantageously, the application component can be remov-
ably fitted on the container. The user will hence be able to
change the application component if she wishes, and replace
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it with another application component which, for example,
includes a different applicator portion to draw a pattern with
a different shape.

The application component is, for example, fixed on the
container via a mounting hoop which may be fixed to the
container by, for example, snap fastening or screwing. The
applicator portion may be formed by an annular surface of
constant or variable width, which may be continuous. The
applicator portion may, alternatively, be discontinuous.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
application component may optionally include at least two
applicator portions which make it possible to draw at least
two different patterns. The two applicator portions can be
used simultaneously or separately according to the user’s
choice. The two applicator portions may be identical or, alter-
natively, different.

When the application component includes at least two
applicator portions, the device may also include at least two
porous or fibrous components, each suitable for containing a
different product and releasing it to each of the applicator
portions, so that each applicator portion is coated with a
different product, for example, products having different col-
ors.

The porous or fibrous component can include a material
selected from cellular materials, for example, foams or frits,
or textile fibers.

According to one embodiment of the invention, all of the
product can be contained in the porous or fibrous component.
Alternatively, provision may be made for the product to be
partially contained inside the container and for it to be
absorbed progressively by the porous or fibrous component as
the applicator portion takes up the product.

Also alternatively, the device may also include a bottle
provided with an open neck accommodated in the container
and containing the product, with the porous or fibrous com-
ponent being accommodated inside the neck of the bottle or
fixed above the neck of the bottle.

The device can also include a closure cap intended to cover
the application component.

The objects of the invention can also be achieved by
achieved by providing a device for packaging and applying a
product, which includes a container suitable for containing
the product, and an application component with at least one
applicator portion suitable for coming in contact with the
product in order to take up some of the product. In addition, a
rotational coupling means is arranged on at least one side of
the applicator portion, to allow the application component to
be moved in rotation about an axis Y relative to the container.
In accordance with an example of the coupling means, at least
one lug interacts with at least one cavity, with the lug and
cavity respectively formed on the application component and
on the container or on an element secured to the container, or
vice versa. With this example, the lug is in contact with the
edge delimiting the cavity according to essentially a continu-
ous or a discontinuous line. Further, the application compo-
nent can include a portion separating the applicator portion
from the coupling means, with this portion having a non-
constant cross section measured transversely to the axis of
rotation Y.

According to another aspect of the invention, a method for
making up the skin, particularly the eyelid, is provided. The
method can be performed using a device as described above.
In accordance with the method, the applicator portion(s) of
the application component is applied to the skin. The device
is moved in translation so as to turn or rotate the application
component about the axis Y in order to draw a pattern on the
skin.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed description,
particularly when considered in conjunction with the draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a first embodiment
of'a device for packaging and applying a product according to
the invention;

FIG. 2 represents an exploded view of the device illustrated
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 represents the device illustrated in FIG. 1 in axial
cross-section (along the length of the device), with the cap
closed;

FIG. 4 illustrates the device illustrated in FIG. 1 during use;

FIG. 5 represents a second embodiment of a device for
packaging and application of a product according to the
invention in axial cross-section;

FIG. 6 represents a third embodiment of a device for pack-
aging and application of a product according to the invention
in axial cross-section;

FIG. 7 represents a fourth embodiment of a device for
packaging and application of a product according to the
invention in axial cross-section;

FIG. 8 represents a fifth embodiment of a device for pack-
aging and application of a product according to the invention
in axial cross-section;

FIG. 9 represents a variant of the application component of
the device for packaging and application of a product accord-
ing to the invention in partial axial cross-section;

FIGS. 10A to 10D represent variants of the applicator
portion of the device of the invention in plan view along a
portion of the circumferential length of the applicator portion
(with the length extending from left to right in the drawings);
and

FIGS. 11A to 11C represent variants of the application
component.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 to 4 represent an example of a packaging and
application device including a container 10 secured, via a
hoop 20, to an application component 30 which is covered by
a cap 40 in the closed position. The container contains a
cosmetic product P, preferably a liquid cosmetic product, and
in particular a make-up product, for example a liquid ink,
intended to be applied to an eyelid. It is also possible to use a
relatively viscous or pasty product, which could be contained
directly in the container.

The container 10 has a longitudinal axis X and a circular
cross section which decreases progressively as far as a first
end forming a bottom 11 (FIG. 3). The second end of the
container is open and terminates in a free edge having a click
bead 12 for fastening the hoop 20 on the container. FIG. 3
further shows a gap G disposed on either side of an annular
application surface 31.

The hoop 20 includes a base of circular cross section pro-
vided with an annular groove 21 on its inner wall, which
allows it to be fastened axially on the container. The groove 21
accommodates the click bead 12 of the container 10. At its
base, the hoop 20 also has a second annular groove 22 on its
outer wall, intended to accommodate an annular thread 41
formed on the cap in order to close the device. Two diametri-
cally opposite concave tabs 23 and 24 extend from the base of
the hoop while decreasing progressively (decreasing in cross-
section) as far as two ends 23a and 244, formed by two lugs
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which are oriented toward one another and toward the inside
of'the hoop. These two lugs 23a and 244 have a hemispherical
shape and are used to hold the application component 30 on
the hoop. Furthermore, the lugs 23a and 24a define an axis of
rotation Y perpendicular to the longitudinal axis X of the
container, allowing the application component 30 to rotate.

According to the example which is represented, the appli-
cation component 30 is a solid component. It is formed by a
disc which defines the annular application surface 31 at the
periphery. The disc has a constant thickness over its entire
periphery, so as to define an application surface which is
continuous and of constant width over its entire periphery.
Different application surfaces may be used, for example,
those represented in a developed form in FIGS. 10A to 10D,
in order to draw a different pattern on the eyelid. FIGS.
10A-D are plan views of portions of the circumference of the
applicator portion looking down onto the surface, with the
length of the circumference extending left to right in the
figures. (The entire circumferential surface can be envisioned
by extending the portions shown and curving the portions
about an axis extending vertically with respect to the page of
the drawing figures. In other words, the surfaces as shown in
FIGS. 10A-D could be placed or superimposed on the sub-
stantially flat applicator portions of FIGS. 11A-C for a view
of the entire applicator having the modified surfaces for the
applicator portion.) By way of example, it is possible to use an
application component whose application surface has corru-
gated shape (FIG. 10A) or alternatively defines a continuous
line surmounted by a succession of circle arcs (FIG. 10B).
The application surface may also be discontinuous (FIGS.
10C and 10D) so as to form a dashed line.

At a distance from the application surface 31, each face of
the disc is formed by two conical portions 32 and 33, which
each include a cavity 32a and 33a at the apex of the cone.
Each of the cavities 32a and 33a is intended to accommodate
alug 23a and 24a so as to form rotational coupling means on
each side of the applicator portion, allowing the application
component to rotate about the axis of rotation Y. The cavities
32a and 33a have, in this example, a cylindrical shape, with
their cross section measured transverse to the axis of rotation
Y being circular. Each hemispherical lug 23a and 24aq is
hence only in contact with the application component on a
circular generatrix C, so as to limit the friction between the
application component and the hoop when the product is
being applied. This therefore makes it easy for the application
component to be moved in rotation, without the user having to
exert too great a pressure on the eyelid in order to prevent the
application component from sliding over the eyelid instead of
rolling.

It is to be understood that the arrangement of FIGS. 1 to 4
is provided as an example, as variations are possible for the
various shapes and couplings/connections in the assembly.
Although not to be considered as exhaustive, the following
are examples of alternatives. According to an alternative
which has not been illustrated, the lugs 234 and 244 and/or the
edges delimiting the cavities 32a and 33a can be provided
with recesses such that the contact area between the lugs and
the edges delimiting the cavities be discontinuous. Further,
although the lugs are provided on the hoop and the cavities are
provided on the application component, their positions could
bereversed as noted earlier herein. In addition, in the example
which is represented, the conical portions 32 and 33 separate
the applicator portion from the rotational coupling means, but
it is clear that any other form or shape could be used in order
to position the coupling means away from the plane in which
the application surface moves. For example, the conical por-
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tion could be slightly convex (FIG. 11A), or conversely
slightly concave (FIG. 11B), or alternatively have a staggered
or stepped shape (FIG. 11C).

A porous component 50 is accommodated partly inside the
container 10 and partly inside the hoop 20. By way of
example, in this embodiment the component 50 can be a
block of open-celled foam which contains the liquid product
P. Since the product P is absorbed in the foam, it cannot flow
out of the container. Alternatively, the component 50 may
include a felt or any other fibrous material suitable for absorb-
ing some of the product. The block of foam is slightly com-
pressed laterally by the side wall of the container and by the
wall of the hoop, so that it is held fixed inside the container.
The block of foam is positioned axially at a height such that,
during its rotation, the application surface of the application
component comes in contact with the block opponent so as to
take up some of the product.

The closure cap 40 is removably fixed on the hoop by
means of the thread 41 provided on the inner surface of its
wall, which interacts with the annular groove 23 of the hoop
while covering the application component 30.

In order to apply a line to the eyelid, the user removes the
cap 40 and, while holding the container which is used as a
gripping handle, disposes the application surface on her eye-
lid. It is then sufficient for the user to move the device in
translation along the eyelid in order to make the application
surface roll on the eyelid. The product is then transferred onto
the eyelid so as to form a line, as can be seen in FIG. 4. The
applicator portion becomes replenished with the product as
the line is being drawn.

It is to be understood that any suitable form can be used for
coupling the hoop to the container. For example, the device
illustrated in FIG. 5 differs from the one which has just been
described in so far as the hoop is fixed on the container not by
snap-fastening but by screwing. With this arrangement, the
inner surface of the hoop includes a screw thread 26 at its
base, which interacts with a corresponding screw thread 13
formed on the outer surface of the container 10. With this
arrangement, the user can easily remove the hoop 20 from the
container in order, for example, to add some product in the
porous component or alternatively to change the porous com-
ponent, and she can then easily reattach it. The user can also
replace the hoop with another hoop including an application
component provided, for example, with an application sur-
face of different shape, such as one of those represented in
FIGS. 10A to 10D, in order to draw a different pattern on the
eyelid.

The device represented in FIG. 6 differs from the first
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 4 in so far as the appli-
cation component includes only one conical portion 32 with
the other face of the disc being flat. The application compo-
nent is also asymmetrical, so the device is asymmetrical over-
all. In particular, the cross-sections of the hoop 20 and of the
container 10, measured transversely to the axis X, are in the
shape of an arc or semicircle. Furthermore, the coupling
means are formed only on one side of the applicator portion.
The coupling means are formed by the interaction of a nail-
head-shaped cavity 32¢ with a substantially identically
shaped cavity 23¢, which allows the application component
to rotate while preventing it from tilting. With this arrange-
ment, the hoop includes only a single tab 23. With such a
device, by disposing the flat face of the disc on the side next
to the eyelashes, the user can draw a line relatively close to the
eyelashes without being hampered by the eyelashes.

FIG. 7 represents a third embodiment of the device, which
differs from the first in so far as it furthermore includes a
bottle 60 in which the product P is contained. The bottle is
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arranged inside the container 10, and its bottom abuts against
an axial stop 13 formed in the wall of the container. The bottle
60 includes an open neck 61 in which a block of foam 50
impregnated with product P is accommodated, on which the
application surface of the application component comes in
contact during its rotation so as to take up some of the product.
Theblock of foam 50 or other product holding component can
be disposed inside of the bottle opening and/or outside of
(above) the bottle opening. Whether the product holding com-
ponent is inside of the neck, or is partially or entirely outside
of'the neck, the product holding component can be positioned
sufficiently adjacent to the bottle opening to receive the prod-
uct and allow the applicator portion to come into contact with
the product holding component to take up the product on the
applicator surface. Such an embodiment has the advantage
that it is easy to replenish the device with product since it is
easy to remove the bottle when it is empty and provide
another full one. Furthermore, packaging the product in a
bottle limits the contact of the product with the air and there-
fore its evaporation. The risks of the product leaking and the
risks of the product being contaminated by elements which
may be added to the product by the applicator portion are also
limited or reduced. Furthermore, when a bottle is used for
packaging the product, the size of the porous component is
relatively reduced so that substantially all of the product
contained in this component can be taken up by the applicator
portion, so that the utilization factor of the product is more
optimal.

The device represented partially in FIG. 8 differs from the
one represented in FIG. 7 in that it includes an application
component provided with two application surfaces 31a and
31b, which are formed at the periphery of two parallel discs
separated by a central portion 34 which connects them. Each
outer face of each disc includes a conical portion 32 and 33.
According to this embodiment, two porous components 50a
and 504 are provided inside the bottle 60. A partition 62
separates the interior of the bottle into two parts so as to
isolate two compartments, each including one of the porous
components 50a and 505. It will hence be possible to use a
different product in each compartment so as to be able to coat
each application surface with a different ink, for example, an
ink with a different color. It is thus possible to draw two lines
of different colors simultaneously, or alternatively, selec-
tively by inclining the device slightly during application on
the eyelid.

It is clear that such an application component may also be
used with one of the other embodiments described above
which only includes a single porous component. The two
application surfaces 31a and 315 will then be coated with the
same product.

The application surfaces 31a and 315 can be the same or
different, for example, using the surfaces as described in
FIGS. 10A to 10D or a flat surface.

FIG. 9 represents a variant of the application component
and ofthe hoop, which can be used in the embodiments which
have been described herein. With this arrangement, the means
for rotational coupling of the application component on the
hoop are provided by the interaction of hemispherical lugs
32b and 33b, which are formed on the application component
30 and which replace the cavities, with two openings 236 and
24 of circular cross section formed in the hoop 20 instead of
the hemispheres. Here again, the friction between the appli-
cation component and the hoop is relatively limited because
each hemisphere 326 and 335 is only is in contact with the
hoop 20 on a circular generatrix C'. As shown in FIG. 9, the
surface of the conical portion 32 forms an acute angle 8 with
a line Z parallel to the axis of rotation Y at a section 33c¢
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immediately adjacent to the lug 325 and the cavity 235. As is
evident from FIG. 9, the section 33¢ has the smallest diameter
of the conical portion 32.

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings.
It is therefore to be understood that, within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described herein.

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A device for packaging and applying a product, com-
prising:

a container suitable for containing the product;

an application component including at least one applicator
portion suitable for coming in contact with the product
in order to take up some of the product;

a product holding component contained at least partly
inside the container and which is suitable for holding
some of the product and releasing it to the at least one
applicator portion, said product holding component
including at least one of a porous material and a fibrous
material;

a rotational coupling arranged on at least one side of the
applicator portion comprising a lug disposed inside a
cavity and allowing the application component to be
moved in rotation about an axis Y relative to the con-
tainer,

wherein the application component includes at least one
portion separating the applicator portion from the rota-
tional coupling, the at least one portion having a non-
constant cross section measured transversely to the axis
of rotation Y, and wherein a diameter of the at least one
portion continuously decreases from the applicator por-
tion to one of the lug and the cavity, and the at least one
portion includes a section, which is a section of the at
least one portion with a smallest diameter, immediately
adjacent to the one of the lug and the cavity, and said
section extends from said coupling by defining an acute
angle with a line parallel to the axis of rotation, as
measured inside the at least one portion, where the sec-
tion and the one of the lug and cavity meet.

2. A device according to claim 1, wherein a rotational

coupling is provided on each side of the applicator portion.

3. A device according to claim 1 wherein the cavity is
associated with the application component, and the lug is
associated with said container.

4. A device according to claim 3, wherein a mounting hoop
is mounted on said container and said lug is provided on said
mounting hoop.

5. A device according to claim 1, wherein the lug is asso-
ciated with the application component and the cavity is asso-
ciated with said container.

6. A device according to claim 5, wherein a mounting hoop
is mounted on said container and said at least one cavity is
provided on said mounting hoop.

7. A device according to claim 1, wherein the application
component is removably fitted on the container.

8. A device according to claim 1, wherein a mounting hoop
is mounted on said container and said application component
is mounted to said mounting hoop.

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein the mounting
hoop is mounted to the container by one of a snap-fastening
and a screw coupling.

10. A device according to claim 1, wherein the applicator
portion includes an annular surface having a constant width.

11. A device according to claim 1, wherein the applicator
portion includes an annular surface having a variable width.
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12. A device according to claim 1, wherein the applicator
portion includes an annular surface which is continuous.

13. A device according to claim 1, wherein the applicator
portion includes a discontinuous surface.

14. A device according to claim 1, wherein the application
component includes at least two applicator portions.

15. A device according to claim 14, wherein at least two of
said product holding components are provided, each suitable
for containing a different product and releasing it to one of the
applicator portions.

16. A device according claim 1, wherein said product hold-
ing component includes a material selected from the group
consisting of foams, frits, and textile fibers.

17. A device according to claim 1, wherein said product
holding component includes a cellular material.

18. A device according to claim 1, wherein all of the prod-
uct is contained in said product holding component.

19. A device according to claim 1, further including a bottle
having an opening, wherein said bottle is accommodated in
the container and contains the product, and wherein said
product holding component is disposed adjacent the opening
of the bottle.

20. A device according to claim 19, wherein said bottle
includes a neck, and wherein said product holding component
is accommodated inside the neck of the bottle.

21. A device according to claim 19, wherein said bottle
includes a neck, and wherein said product holding component
is at least partially disposed above the neck of the bottle.

22. A device according to claim 1, further including a
closure cap which covers the application component.

23. A device for packaging and applying a product, com-
prising:

a container suitable for containing the product;

an application component including at least one applicator
portion suitable for coming in contact with the product
in order to take up some of the product;

a rotational coupling arranged on at least one side of the
applicator portion including a lug disposed inside a cav-
ity and allowing the application component to be moved
in rotation about an axis Y relative to the container,
wherein the lug is in contact with an edge at least par-
tially delimiting the cavity;

the application component including at least one portion
separating the applicator portion from the rotational
coupling, said at least one portion having a non-constant
cross section along the axis Y measured transversely to
the axis Y, and wherein a diameter of the at least one
portion continuously decreases from the applicator por-
tion to one of the lug and the cavity, and the at least one
portion includes a section, which is a section of the at
least one portion with a smallest diameter immediately
adjacent to the one of the lug and cavity, and said section
extends from said rotational coupling by defining an
acute angle with a line parallel to the axis of rotation, as
measured inside the at least one portion, where the sec-
tion and the one of the lug and cavity meet.

24. A device according to claim 23, wherein said contact
between said lug and said edge is along an essentially con-
tinuous line.

25. A device according to claim 23, wherein said contact
between said lug and said edge is along a discontinuous line.

26. A device according to claim 23, wherein said lug is
associated with said container and said cavity is associated
with said application component.

27. A device according to claim 23, wherein said cavity is
associated with said container and said lug is associated with
said application component.
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28. A device according to claim 23, further including a
product holding component which holds the product, and
wherein the application component contacts said product
holding component to take up some of the product from the
product holding component.

29. A device according to claim 23, wherein said product is
a make up product.

30. A device according to claim 23, wherein said product is
an eye make up product.

31. A device for packaging and applying a make up product
comprising:
a container having the make up product therein;

a rotatable application component having at least one
applicator portion which comes into contact with the
product to take up the product, said rotatable application
component having a width in a direction of an axis of
rotation Y of said rotatable application component
which is substantially larger than a width of said appli-
cator portion such that said applicator portion is spaced
from a location at which said rotatable application com-
ponent is mounted to said container,

wherein a portion of the rotatable application component
includes a section which is a section of the at least one
portion with a smallest diameter, immediately adjacent
to one of a lug and cavity through which said rotatable
application component is mounted to the container and
the section extends from the location at which said rotat-
able application component is mounted to the container
by defining an acute angle with a line parallel to the axis
of rotation as measured inside the at least one portion,
where the section and the one of the lug and cavity meet,
and a diameter of the at least one portion continuously
decreases in a direction from the applicator portion to
the one of the lug and cavity.

32. A device as recited in claim 31, wherein said product in
said container is an eye make up product.
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33. A device as recited in claim 31, wherein said lug con-
tacts an edge of said cavity about a periphery of said cavity.

34. A device as recited in claim 33, wherein said edge
forms a continuous contact edge about the periphery of said
cavity.

35. A device as recited in claim 33, wherein said edge
forms a discontinuous contact edge about the periphery of
said cavity.

36. A device as recited in claim 31, further including a
product holding component comprising at least one of a cel-
Iular material and a fibrous material, and wherein said appli-
cator portion contacts said product holding portion to take up
product on said applicator portion.

37. A device as recited in claim 31, further including a
mounting hoop mounted to said container, and wherein said
rotatable application component is rotatably mounted to said
mounting hoop.

38. A device as recited in claim 37, wherein said mounting
hoop includes an opening and said rotatable application com-
ponent is mounted in said opening and closes a majority of
said opening.

39. A device as recited in claim 5, wherein the lug is
integrally formed with the application component.

40. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein one the lug is
hemispherical in shape.

41. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the cavity is a
through-hole disposed in a first tab located on a mounting
hoop, which is snap-fit to the container.

42. A device as recited in claim 41, wherein said rotational
coupling includes a second through-hole disposed in a second
tab located on said mounting hoop, which is snap-fit to the
container.

43. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the applicator
portion includes a surface parallel to the axis of rotation Y, and
agap is disposed on each side of the surface at a point at which
the surface comes into direct contact with the porous material.
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