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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Joseru A. Grornir, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Decorated Fabric, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
decorated fabric and more particularly to
the decoration of a fabric by what is gen-
erally called a couching stitch. This decora-
tion is formed on various materials as a
foundation and is generally used in dresses
and wherever a decorative fabric is desir-
able: and usually the same has consisted
when made on a sewing machine, not only
of the foundation fabric, but of a cord of
longitudinal loose threads forming a kind
of rope and of sufficient diameter to lie in
relief on the fabric; of a stitching, usnally
formed by the ordinary chain stitch or by
the lock stitch of the sewing machine, and a
binding or holding thread which was passed
under the stitching and then over the de-
corating cord and stitching and thence
nnder the stitching again and so on. In
progressing along-the fabric, the binding or
holding thread passing around the decora-
tive cord, would assume a spiral position
and there was a tendency to draw the cord
out of a straight line and to make it lie
curved. When the couching stitch was
formed by hand work, the decorative cord
was placed straight and was held on the
fabric by the holding thread, which latter
was formed of loops passing transversely
around the cord and passed through the
fabric, thus securing the cord to the fabric
in straight formation, rather than zig-zag
and the securing or holding thread appeared
on the front of the fabric as transverse loops
passing around the cord. There has thus
become an appearent distinction between
hand produced couching stitch and machine
made, and the former is probably generally
preferred not only because it is more artis-
tic, but because it is recognized as hand
work.

The object of my invention is to produce
the couching stitch in such a way that the
same may be made on a sewing machine and
still have the appearance of hand made
work, with the holding thread passing over
the cord transversely. By making the stitch
under my invention the cord may be kept
in a straight line or not, as desired, but in
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any case the loop of the holding thread may
be formed transversely over the cord. This
will cause the material to resemble hand
decorated work.

In the drawings forming a part of this
application, Figure 1, is a plan view of a
couching stitch when produced on a fabric
by machine under the old construction.
Fig. 2, is a similar view of my improved
stitch, with the decorative cord omitted. Fig.
3, is an enlarged perspective view of the
construction shown in Fig. 2, showing the
formation of the loop. Fig. 32 is a sectional
view taken on the line 3* 3* of Fig. 2, Fig. 4,
is a view similar to Fig. 2, in which the cord
is included in the construction, Fig. 5, is a
plan view of my improved stitch in a modi-
fied form.

In Fig. 1, T have shown the most common
construction produced by machine work
under former practice, and this consists of
a fabric 1, which forms the basis of the
construction; a stitching 2, produced by the
sewing machine, a holding thread 3, and the
decorative cord 4. The holding thread 3, is
passed under the stitching as at 5, usually
when the latter is being formed by the sew-
ing machine and then passes spirally around
the cord 4, and again under the stitching
and if the thread 8, is drawn very taut the
cord 4, will become curved as is shown in
the drawing. In fact it is necessary in this
construction, to draw the thread 3, taut in
order to properly hold the cord upon the
fabric. side from the difference in ap-
pearance between this and the hand pro-
duced construction it is much less stable.
It will be noted that in this construction for
each time the holding thread 3, passes under
the stitching 2, it passes over the cord and
therefore over the stitching.

In Figs. 2 and’3, I have shown one em-
bodiment of my invention, wherein I have
produced a very artistic stitch in which the
cord is not used, the thread 6, in this case,
forming the decoration on the fabric 1. 1
desire to protect my invention in this form
as well as where the cord is used.

Referring to Figs. 2 and 3 it will be ob-
served that there 1s a fabric 1, which forms
the foundation of the construction, and
passing through this is the stitching 2,
which I have shown somewhat exaggerated
in size in order to illustrate the construc-
tion; and this stitching is formed by the
sewing machine, The thread 3, which in
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this form of my invention forms the prin-
cipal decoration in the fabrie, is disposed
different to that of the old construction and
by reason of the present arrangerernt g
very pleasing and novel effect is produced.
Starting from the point 6, of Fig. 2, and
following the thread 3, downwardly (see
Fig. 3* also) it will be seeri that at the point
7, the thread 3, passes under the stitching
2 and therefore between the latter and the
fabric 1. Tt passes to the opposite side of
the stitching and then rises over the stifch-
ing, forming a loop 9 and passes again un-
der the stitching, from left to right, at the
point 8, and again comes to the right side
of the stitching. By passing’ the thread 3,
thioligh at the points 7 and 8, elose to eachi
ather, the loop 9, is throivn, which will lie
generally transverse of the general dispo-
sition of the decoration, producing a very
novel and pleasing appearance. The pas-
sage of tliread 3, under the stitchiflg 2, at
the points 7 ahd 8, may if desiréd, bring the
thtead’ 3 twice undet the same stitech of
the stitching- 2, in which event the ldop - is

certain to 1i¢ in a'transverse position. Tn'
order to produce the effect desired it is

necessary to pass the thréad 3, twice under
th stitching 2, for each loop ‘that'is formed,

As a matter of fact! T Have'shown the thread’
in Fig. 2, a’

Passed under the stitching 2,
third time at the inteérmediatd point 10,

which T corisider adds to the artistic appear-

ance of the decoration. There is no limit
to the particular rumber of these intermed;j!
até passes under stitch' 29. However, the
additional passage nhdet the stitcHing is riot

1nécessaty in ordeér to prodicd the loop 9, as’
will be apparent from the modified forrm:

which will e referred to hereinafter.
The dedoration just' déscribed forms a
riovel and pleasing’ effect, which is made

possible in" machire work by the way in’

whicli' the saine is formed, that is, with two

or more passes of thiead 3, under the stitch-

ing andl tlience over the same, and T consider
this decoration a part of my invefition.

Ir" Fig. 4, T have shown my inventiot
calried’ a steép furthér in which dase 1 pro?
vide a full couchitig’ stitch which' resem:
bles ifi appeatance the hand made. In this
structure' T hiave employed the basdé fabric

1, the stitching 2, and the holding thiead 3,

which as in the previcus instatice passes two
or more tithes under the stitching and 'tHence
it passes over the stitching. This forms the
transverse loops 9, as hefore, at regtilar in-
tervals, and in' this case there is a decors-
tive dord 11, which is held dn the fabric by
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the loops 9, through which the cord passes.
By the term cord T do not simply mean a
filling formed of threads but any filling of
longitudinal formation whether in the na-
ture of a piping or otherwise. This forms
the couching stitch proper, havihg the ap-
pearance of hand work. This may be made
on the sewing machines used to make the
former stitch shown in Fig. 1, the cord 11,
being fed on as the loops 9, are formed so
that the former is taken in by thé latter.

In Fig. 5, I have showni a modification of
will be apparent

my inventioh by which'it
that the thread '3, niced riot be passed’ urider
the stitching 2, the thitd time. 11 this case
the thread 3, passes wrder the stitching at
the points 7 anid 8, as in Figs: 2 and 3, forin-
ing thé loops but ihstead of passing’ the
thread 8, through at the point 10 it is
brdught down parallel with the stitcling' 2,
from thé point where' it comes under at 8,
to the place wheré it is to bé passed under

at 7, to form the ekt successive loop. Tn:

each cae, however) it will'be apparetit thxt
the novel effect and the better holdinig of the
cord is made possible by the' passage off the
thread'8, at least twice under the stitcling
and thereover to'foriii'a loop:

Generally the thread 3 and the cord 11,
ate made in different colors to create a con.
‘trast} though' this is dptional.

Changes may be madé in‘the arrah¥ément
‘and form, without departitip from the spitit
of my invention.

- Having deseribed my invention what I
jclaiiti'is:

- 1. A décdrated fabiic consisting of & ftun-
dation fabrie, stitthing formhed ih thé fabric
‘and-a’ decorative thread; passed under and
‘over said stitching, sald threadMeing gassed

1tWd or more tithes under said’ stitching and’

‘thence over' the same and trafisverse loops
formed of siid thread above thé fabric.
2. A décorative’ fabri¢ consistine of a
founidation fabric, stitehing formed in the
fabric, a superiiripdsed decdrative cord ex-
tending in the same general ditection as the
stitchifg and & holding thtead passirig un-
der sald stitchinig ahd’oVer thd said cord and
stitching, said’ holding thread passing two
or’ more times undér sald stitching” and
thence over'said cord, thereliy' forming loops
around the said’ cord.
Signed at the city, courty and State of
New York, this 30th day of March 1911,
JOSEPH A. GROEBLI.
Witnesses:
CrHas. D. Witrnianis,
Ww. G. Mriiver.

Copies of this patent may be obtained tor five cents each, by addressing the *Commiisioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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