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Generally speaking, this invention relates to shower
baths and apparatus for providing the same.which can
be readily folded and packed into a compact shape so
as to be adapted for manual carrying for use in the
counfry, in the mountains, and at the beach, in fact,
wherever bathing facilities of the conventional variety
are not within easy reach. More particularly, the pres-
ent invention is directed. toward the providing of a port-
able’ shower bath apparatus which may be easily as-
sembled and when in use will operate to conceal com-
pletely the bather and, in addition, provide a directional
outflow for the water which accumulates at the base of
the shower apparatus; yet, the entire shower bath appara-
tus may ‘be completely disassembled and, when packed,
will constitute an extremely small volume exhibiting op-
timum portability. ]

In the past, many attempts have been made to design
portable showering equipment suitable for camping use.
Shower bath apparatus, as have thus far been devised,
appear to have deficiencies in certain respects.  For ex-

ample, the degree of portability exhibited by most of -

the apparatus currently in use appears to be something
less than that which would be desirable. :Furthermore,
none of the present shower bath equipment -appear to
provide a rigid, portable, base structure of sufficiently
rigid construction 'to support the weight of the bather,
and which also may be provided with-a suitable outlet
orifice and accommodating hose attachment for draining
the excess water from the shower enclosure. It has oc-
curred to the inventor that.it would be desirable to pro-
vide for such a base structure with the base itself being
adapted to receive the remainder of the shower equipment
for purposes of packing and storage so that, by means
of either tie straps or a lid element, the entire shower
equipment may be packed in the base and the base pro-
vided with an appropriate handle for carrying the ap-
paratus,

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a-new and useful portable shower bath apparatus.

It is a further object of the present invention to. pro-
vide a new and useful portable shower bath apparatus
which will exhibit .a high degree  of portability.

It is an additional object of the present invention to
provide a new and useful portable shower bath apparatus
which itself is provided with a base member having an
outlet drain orifice and also a handle, which base mem-
ber will accommodate the packing and storing of the re-
maining shower bath apparatus therewithin so as to form
a portable enclosure therefor.

According -to ‘the present invention, a showed bath
‘apparatus . inclodes * suitable upper = support = structure
adapted "to be secured by means of a rope or chain
to a tree or other high over-hanging object, a foldable,
coverlapping shower curtain releasably secured. to the
aforemeﬁtioned upper support structure, and a base mem-
ber to which the lower portion of the shower curtain
may be releasably affixed, the aforementioned base mem-
ber having a floor portion and a peripheral side portion
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provided with an outlet drain orifice. The base mem-
ber is itself provided with a handle and also appropriate
means for securing the remainder of the shower equip-
ment within the base member when such is'packed there-
within,

The features of the present invention which are be-
lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the
appended claim. The present invention, both as to its
organization and manner of operation, together with
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be under-
stocd by reference to the following description, taken in
connection. with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portable shower
bath apparatus according to the present invention.

Figure 2 is a detail view of a representative portion of
the upper shower bath apparatus, indicating the attach-
ment of the shower curtain to the upper apparatus.

Figure 3 is a detail of the area described by Figure
2, but showing an additional embodiment of the man-
ner in which the shower curtain may be supported to
the upper structure.

Figure 4 shows and describes one embodiment of base
member employable by the present invention which ac-
commodates a cooperating lid for enclosing the packed
shower bath apparatus for carrying purposes.

Figure 5 is an additional] embodiment of suitable base
member for which there is provided appropriate straps
to secure the remainder of the shower bath apparatus
therewithin, for carrying purposes.

In Figure 1, shower curtain 10 is made from a fold-
able, flexible, waterproof material such as oilcloth, water-
proof nylon, or a suitable plastic material. Shower cur-
tain 10 is provided with rings 11 at the upper portion
thereof, with snap fasteners 12 so that the ends of the
shower curtain may be overlapped and snapped closed
to conceal the bather, and with grommet fasteners 13
at the bottom portion thereof adapted to snap into and
be retained by retainer elements 14 as are appropriate-
ly positioned upon side portion 15 of base member 16.
Base member 16 also includes bottom portion 17, which
may  be made integral with side portion 15, and is of
sufficiently sturdy structure so as to be able to sup-
port the weight of the bather when he is standing
either on bottom portion 17 directly or upon foot rack
18 which may be disposed upon bottom portion 17.
Base member 16 should also be of sufficiently sturdy con-
struction so that the shower apparatus may be positioned
over uneven ground, and yet will be able to support the
weight of the bather. Base member 16 is also provided
with handle 19 and with orifice 20, as may be accom-
modated by hose attachment 21 for the cooperation there-
with by drain hose 22. 8-shaped hiooks 23 intercouple
shower curtain 18 with upper peripheral member 24
which in turn is supported by the cooperation therewith
by upper support member 25, which may be secured to
the limb of a tree by a rope, chain, or other securing
element 26.- When assembled, the shower nozzle 27 may
be appropriately clamped upon upper peripheral member
24, The hose 28 leading to shower nozzle 27 may, if
desired, be routed ‘to a water container disposed upon a
heat source such as a stove. = See for example container
29 and its placement upon stove 30. Input hose 31,
attached to container 22, may be routed to an appropriate
source of water under . suitable. pressure.

It should 'be mentioned that if no pressure water is
available, then hose 28 may be routed to an over-hanging
bucket which is full of water, or routed to a stream from

. which the water may be siphoned, or routed to-a per-
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manent or semi-permanent water tank. In short, hose 23
may. be routed to -any available water socurce. . -Upper
support. member 25 includes a plurality of straps 32 se-
curable to the several S-shaped hooks 23, a ring 33 inter-
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coupling the several straps 32, a disc 34 underneath and
larger than the ring 33, and a securing hook 35 attached
to said disc. The securing hosk itself is adapted for
intercoupling and securement by securing element 28,
consisting of -a rope or chain element, which itself may
be secured to.and retained by an overhead branch of a
tree or other support structure.

Figure 2 is a detail view of a representative area -at
2 in Figure 1 showing the cooperation of the .S-shaped
support hooks with the shower curtain and also with sup-
pori member 25. In Figure 2, representative S-shaped
hock 23 may be provided with an eyelet portion 289 hav-
ing an eyelet aperture 281, and also having a spacer 202
and bolt 203 to complete the enclosure formed by the up-
per portion of S$-shaped hook 23 so as o refain there-
within - upper peripheral member 24. $-shaped hook
23 is shown tc have a portion thereof disposed through
ring 11 mounted upon shower curtain 10 so as to retain
in vertical disposition shower curtain 18. An appropriate
tie element 204 may be routed through eyelet 201 to se-
cure stitched strap 32 to $-shaped hook 23. In the event
the strap -or fastening means is made of a non-stitchable
material such as metal or the like, the stitching can be
dispensed with and it may be suitably fastened. Tie ele-
ment 204 may comprise either rope, a chain, or suitable
twine material. Dotted line 295 indicates stitching of
strap 32 of support member 25, which of course is neces-
sary to retain the end portion of strap 32 in its doubled-
back configuration. It will be understcod that the con-
figuraticn of the -apparatus shown in Figure 2 applies
to all of the 8-shaped hook connections to the shower
curtain 1@ in Figure 1. The eads of each tie element 204
may be secured together in any appropriate manner, as
shown in the case of twine being employed as a square
knot for example.

Apparatus of slightly different configuration for inter-
securing the several $-shaped hooks, the shower curtain,
and the upper support structure is illustrated in Figure 3.
In Figure 3, $-shaped hooks 380 retain the shower cur-
tain in its fixed vertical disposition, as before. In the
case of Figure 3, however, the hook 300 is shown
to have a pure $-shape, that is, is not provided with any
eyelet or eyelet portion. In lieu of the eyelet portion,
threaded apertures may be provided along the inside of
upper peripheral member 24 to accommodate the mount-
ing of eyelet screws 3901, to which are attached by being
looped therethrough the several tie elements 204 of Fig-
ure 2 which cocperate with the several straps 32 of upper
support member 25. It should be mentioned in the case
of Figure 2 that if the number of straps employed in
upper support member 23 is less than the number of
8-shaped hooks to be employed, then the 8-shaped hooks
of Figure 3 ($-shaped hooks 308) may be employed at
the remaining positions along the upper peripheral mem-
ber 24 for securing shower curtain 10 thereto.

Figures 4 and 5 indicate two of several ways or means
by which the entire portable shower apparatus may be
packed within base member 186.

In Figure 4, base member 16 is shown to be provided
with handle 19 and alsc with suitcase type fastener ele-
ments 480, disposed about the periphery thereof for en-
gagement with cooperating fastener elements 401 as are
mounted upon the periphery of lid 482. Hence, upon
the selectable disassembly of the several elements of up-
per portion member 25 and their placement within base
member 16, and with the placement of upper peripheral
member 24 (in Figure 1) which is of sufficiently smaller
diameter so as to be adapted for placement within base
member 16, and with the folding of shower curtain 19 to
be positioned within base member 16, the lid 402 may
be positioned over base member 16 and releasably re-
tained thereto by the cooperation of the elements 400 and
401. To accommodate the cooperation of lid 402 with
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base member 16, an annular recessed area 403 may be
provided as shown on the periphery of base member 16.

In Figure 5, there is indicated an alternate method of
securing the portable shower bath apparatus within base
member 16. This time, in lieu of the employment of lid
402 as in Figure 4, securing straps which are affixed
to the outer periphery of base member 16 may be ap-
propriately, releasably secured by means of buckle ele-
ments 560 of the typical knapsack variety.

From the several figures and the discussion relating
thereto, it is clearly seen that the present invention pro-

~vides method and means for packing portable shower
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bath -apparatus, when disassembled, completely in a base
member provided therefor, for the purpose of carrying,
thus exhibiting an increased degree of portability. It
should be noted that all of the shower bath apparatus
may be included within the provided base member, in-
cluding even drain hose 22 of Figure 1 and, perhaps,
container 29 if it has a sufficiently flat configuration.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to
those skilled in the art that changes and modifications
may be made without departing from this invention in
its broader aspects, and, therefore, the aim in the ap-
pended claim is to cover all such changes and modifica-
tions-as fall within the true spirit and scope of this inven-
tion.

I claim:

A portable shower bath apparatus including in com-
bination: a foldable shower curtain having an-upper pe-
ripheral portion provided with a plurality of rings spaced
around the periphery thereof; an upper support member
including; a securing hook, a disc affixed to -said hook, a
disc ring disposed over said disc and of smaller outside
diameter than said disc, a plurality of straps having first
and ‘second looped end portions, said first end portions
being mounted upon said disc ring, a plurality of tie
elements each being looped through a separate one of
said second looped end portions of said straps; attach-
ing means removably attaching said shower curtain to
said upper supporting member and including; an upper-
peripheral-member-hook combination including an upper
peripheral member and a plurality of substantially
8-shaped hooks, said S-shaped hooks simultaneously en-
gaging said shower curtain in the region of said rings
and said upper peripheral member, and means for se-
curing said ties of said upper support member to said
upper-peripheral-member-hook combination; at least a
portion of said plurality of substantially S-shaped hooks
being provided with an eyelet portion and an eyelet cen-
trally disposed upon said eyelet portion, said tie elements
being secured through said eyelets of said hook plurality
portion; a base member having a bottom portion, a pe-
ripheral side portion, and a handle affixed to said side
portion; fastening means removably fastening said
shower -curtain to said base member; said shower curtain
and said upper support member being adapted for stor-
age within said base member; and means for securing
said shower curtain, said attaching means, and said upper
support member within said base member when in their
stored condition.
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