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This invention relates to articulated paneled 
Sections such as may be provided to form a variety 
of structures, including fences, guards, seats and 
chairs. 

s The principal object of the invention is to pro 
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vide a paneled section having a novel means for 
hingedly attaching it to another similar section 
So as to easily construct a large variety of struc 
tures embodying a number of forms. 
One embodiment of a structure which may be 

easily provided by the novel section is a child's 
play yard fence, and which fence may be adjusted 
So as to define a large number of polygonal-shaped play yards. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a plurality of sections which may be hingedly 
connected, with the hinged leaves offset laterally 
with respect to the sections so that compact bolt 
ing of the sections is permitted and so that the 
assembled structure may be converted from one 
SE to another, as from a play yard fence into a Ca 

Another object is to provide a plurality of sec 
tions which may be hingedly connected together 
yet may be bound together into a rigid structure 
yans of a simple adjustment of the hinging 
evice. 

Still another object is to provide a plurality of 
sections which may be hingedly or rigidly con 

30 

3 5 

nected together to form a structure, the change of 
the shape of the structure being easily effected, 
yet the hinging and connecting device is such that 
a Small child, for instance, will not be able to dis 
Connect the sections. 
Another object is to provide an article as de 

scribed which may be compactly folded so as to 
be convenient to carry or so as to occupy but 
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limited space. 
Still another object is to provide a plurality of 

Sections which may be connected to form, for in- . 
stance, a child's play yard fence, the construction 
of the Sections being such that it will be difficult, 
if not impossible, for the fence to be tipped over. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent during the course of the follow 
ing detailed description, taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
this specification and in which drawings:-- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the novel sec 
tions arranged in substantially a straight line. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged view, partly in section, 
of the adjacent ends of two sections, showing the 
hinging and fastening means. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of a portion of the 

means last mentioned. 

attached in any suitable manner. 

(C. 256-26) 
Figure 4 is a side elevation of a plurality of the 

sectionshinged together andfolded. 
Figure 5 is a plan view of four sections assembled 

to form a guard. 
Figure6 is a plan view of a plurality of sections 

assembled to define a play yard. 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a plurality of 

sections assembled to form a chair. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of 

illustration is shown only a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, the novel sections include 
rails which may be defined broadly as spaced apart 
top and bottom rails to and f , these being sub 
stantially similar in shape and possessing Outer 
faces 2, inner (facing) faces f3, end faces 4 and 
side faces 5.. The end faces of the two rails are 
in substantially the same plane as are the side 
faces. Rigidly joining the two spaced apart rails 
f0 and fare a suitable number of spaced apart 
palings or bridging members 6. In the example 
shown, these palings are round and may have 
their ends disposed within sockets in the rails or 

It Will be noted 
that the end palings 6 are disposed well in 
wardly of the end faces 4 of the rails. Prefer 
ably, the rails and palings are of wood Suitably. 
painted or enameled. 
For the purpose of detachably coupling the sec 

tions together and in hinged relation, there is 
provided a hinging means including a plurality 
of hinge leaves 20, each of which preferably com 
prise a strap-like member of metal and possessing 
some resiliency, as will be more fully described 
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in the specification. Each leaf includes an at- . 
taching portion 2 suitably perforated for the 
purpose of employing screws 22 or the like to 
rigidly attach it to an outer face f2 of each rail, 
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one leaf being disposed at each end of each rail, or . 
four leaves to a section. At the Outer end of each 
attaching portion, the leaf is continued as an 
offset portion 23, being offset with relation to the 
longitudinal axis of the attaching portion 22, and, 
consequently, the longitudinal axis of the rail to 
which the leaf is attached. In addition, a por 
tion of the leaves are stepped as at 24 at their 
offset portions and inwardly of their free ends. 45 
At their free ends, each leaf has a pintle perfora 
tion 25 and the surface of the leaf material, sub 
stantially encircling the perforation may be 
roughened or corrugated as at 26 for a purpose 
later brought out in detail. This roughing may be 
upon only one face of the leaf or upon both upper 
and lowerfaces. 
The leaves 20 are disposed upon the sections 

in the following arrangement. At one end of each 
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section, the offset portions 23 of the two leaves 
are not stepped and the offset portions (which, 
Of course, are the portions of the leaves which 
project beyond the end faces 4 of the rails) both 
project in the same direction so that the perfora 
tions 25 therein are substantially concentric. At 
the opposite end of the same section, the offset 
portions 23 of the other two leaves are stepped 
so that the offset portions 23 are nearer each 
other than are the attaching portions 22 and the 
offset portions project so that their longitudi 
nal axes substantially parallel the longitudinal 
axes of the other two leaves of the sections but 
they project to the other sides of the longitudinal 
axes of the two rails. This is clearly brought out 
in Figure 5. It is preferred to attach the leaves 
to the outer faces 2 of the rails 0, . 
There is a common pintle 30 for each pair of 

hinges, as shown in Figures 1 or 2, when the sec 
tions are assembled. This pintle 30 is a rod hav 
ing a head 3 at one end and its free end screw 
threaded as at 32. 

Cooperating with the corrugation 26, as a 
means to Selectively prevent pivoting of the sec-. 
tions upon their hinges, is a tubular member 35 
of a length sufficient to extend from the facing 
faces of each leaf at its offset portion, and this 

a,011,528 
form a chair which will not collapse, since the 
sections may be rigidly connected, as well as 
hingedly connected together. 
The frictional contact of the wing nut with the 

corrugations, prevents, a child from working the 5 
wing nut loose, nor is it apt to become accidental 
ly loosened from the pintle. 
The Overhanging offset portions of the leaves 

are disposed so as to permit ready temporary 
flexing of the leaves, and the tubular member, as 
well shown in Figure 2. 

O 

The offsetting of a portion of the hinges en 
ables a compact folding or collapsing of the sec 
tions and also permits the assembly of the sec 
tions into a variety, of novel structures, such as 
the chair shown in Figure 7. In addition, since 
there are portions extending beyond the general 
planes of the sections, when set up (as in Fig 
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ure 6, for instance), it is less likely that the 
structure may be tipped over. This is particu- 20 
larly important, when the sections are assen 
bled into a play yard fence. . . 
There are but few separate parts to the as 

sembly and since all may be carried by the col 
lapsed. structure (as in Figure 4), they are not 
apt to become mislaid or lost. 
Various changes may be made to the form of 

tubular member has a bore to slidably accommo-invention herein shown and described, without 
date the pintle 30 but not the head 31. The cir 
cumference of this tubular member 35 is pref 
erably about that of the palings f6, for it may be 
Said to represent the paling between each end 
paling of adjacent Sections. Preferably adapted 
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to Screw upon the free screw-threaded end of the 
pintles, are suitable members, such as thumb or 
wing nuts 36. 

In assembling the sections described, an easy 
way is to lay one section flat upon a surface and 
then lay a second section upon the first so that, 
as is now apparent, two non-stepped leaves at 
one end of one Section will have their perforations 
25 concentric with the two stepped leaves at the 
end of the other section. With a tubular mem 
ber 35 slipped between the facing leaves at top 
and bottom rails, and with its bore concentric with 
the perforations 25, the pintle 30 may be inserted 
thru the four perforations in the leaves and thru 
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- six sections making up the substantially hexagon 
r 

the bore of the tubular member 5 and the wing 
nut 3S screwed upon the protruding end of the 
pintle rod. This prevents the pintle from drop 
ping out and hingedly connects the two sections. 
Other sections may be connected in the same 
manner, or the sections uncoupled, as is now ap 
parent. - - 

By further screwing the thumb nut SS, it 
force the two adjacent overlapping offset portions 
of the leaves tightly together (since they possess 
some resiliency) and the leaf in contact with one 
end of the tubular member tightly against the 
tubular member which, in turn, will tightly en 
gage at its opposite end the face of the adjacent 
leaf and this will press tightly its overlapping leaf, 
bringing the head 3 into tight engagement with 
the other face of the overlapping leaf. As a con sequence, aided by the corrugations, the adja 
cent Sections will be rigidly connected, so that 
the assembled sections may be disposed as de 
sired to form a variety of polygonal-shaped play 
yards or the like. 
By temporarily removing one pintle, nut, an 

tubular member, the sections may be collapsed as 
shown in Figure 4,-or arranged, as a stove-guard 
or the like, as shown in Figure 5. In Figure, the 

all play yard of Figure 6, have been rearranged to 

departing from the spirit of the invention or the 
Scope of the claims. , 
What is claimed is: 
i. In a fence section, spaced apart upper and 

lower rails, a separate hinge leaf rigidly attached 
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at One of its ends to each end of each rail, each 
of said leaves having a portion extending out- SS 
wardly beyond the ends of said rails and be 
ing offset laterally from the longitudinal axes of 
said rails, each of said leaves being provided in 
its offset portion with a pintle perforation, with 
the leaves extending from the same end of said 
upper and lower rails substantially aligning and 
their perforations concentric, a common pintle 
for each pair of aligning perforations and a sin 
gle tubular spacer about each pintle and extend 
ing from leaf to leaf of each aligning pair of 
leaves. 2. In an articulated portable fence, a plural 
ity of fence sections having substantially like 
top and botton rails; hinges connecting said sec 
tions together at the ends of only said top and ge. 
bottom rails, each of said hinges possessing a 
slight resiliency and having overlapping portions 
with the faces thereof in contact with each other, 
each pair of hinges at adjacent ends of said sec 
tions having a connon pintle; and means to 
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selectively prevent swinging of said sections upon 
their hinges, including a rigid tubular member 
disposed about each pintle and extending from 
one hinge to the other hinge of which said pin 
tle forms a connon pivot, and a member dis 
posed upon the upper face of each uppermost 
leaf and adapted to bear upon said upper face. . 

3. En an articulated portable fence, a plural 
ity of fence sections having substantially like top 
and bottom rails; hinges connecting said sec- is 
tions together at the ends of only said top and 
bottom rails, reach of said hinges possessing a 
slight resiliency and having overlapping portions 
with the faces thereof in contact with each other, 
said contacting faces having corrugations there- TO 
in, each pair of hinges at adjacent ends of said 
sections having a common pintle; and means co 
operating with said corrugations to selectively 
prevent Swinging of said, sections upon their 
hinges, including a rigid tubular member dis- 75 
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posed about each pintle and extending from one 
hinge to the other hinge of which said pintle 
forms a common pivot, and a member disposed 
upon the upper face of each upper most leaf and 
adapted to bear upon said upper face. . 

4. In an articulated portable fence, a fence 
section having substantially like top and bot 
tom rails; hinges connecting said sections to 
gether at the ends of only said top and bottom 
rails; each of said hinges possessing a slight re 
siliency and having overlapping portions with the 
faces thereof in contact with each other, said 
contacting, faces having corrugations therein, 
each pair of hinges at adjacent ends of said sec 
tions having a common pintle with an enlarge 
ment upon the lower end thereof in contact with 
the outer face of the lowermost leaf and with 
screw threads about the upper end thereof; and 
means: cooperating with said corrugations to se 
lectively prevent swinging of said sections upon 
their hinges, including a rigid tubular member 
disposed about each pintle and extending from 
one hinge to the other hinge of which said pin 

3 
tle forms a common pivot," and a member dis 
posed upon the upper face of each uppermost 
leaf and adapted to bear upon said upper face, 
said last named member having screw threads 
cooperating with the screw threads of said pintle. 

5. In an article of the class described, spaced 
apart substantially paralleling rails, a plurality 
of spaced apart bridging members extending from 
rail to rail and rigidly connected therewith, hinge 
leaves attached at the ends of each rall, each 
leaf being strap-like in shape, each leaf fur 
ther having a portion offset laterally from the 
longitudinal axis of the rail to which it is at 
tached and provided in said offset portion with 
a pintle-receiving perforation the perforations in 
the leaves extending from the same ends of said 
paralleling rails being concentric, a common pin 
tle for each pair of aligning perforations and a 
single spacer about each pintle and extending 
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from and bearing against the inner face of each 20 
pair of leaves having their perforations con 

WT: , SEAY. 
centric. 


