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This invention relates to nether garments for 
men and is concerned more particularly With a 
novel nether garment which can be WOrn. With 
greater confort than similar garments as made 
heretofore. The new garment Will ordinarily be 
worn as an undergarment and an embodiment of 
the invention in that form Will, accordingly, be 
illustrated and described in detail for purposes 
of explanation. 
At the present time, there are many forms of 

undergarments of the Shorts type available on 
the market and these garmentS are Ordinarily 
made of knitted material. They include front 
and back sections connected to a Waistband and 
also connected tC gether for a distance along the 
sides of the garment and in some cases, the Sec 
tions are cut from a tubular piece of fabric. In 
either instance, the lower edges of the Sections 
are shaped to define leg openings and each Open 
ing is commonly finished by an endleSS hem in 
which is incorporated a strip of elastic material. 
The leg opening hems fit the legs closely and por 
tions of the hems usually lie Within the groins of 
the wearer. The Snug fit of the hens against the 
body of the Wearer gives the garment an attrac 
tive appearance but is liable to cause chafing 
and discomfort, if the hens are too tight. 
The present invention is directed to the pro 

vision of a shorts garment of the type above 
referred to which is so constructed that the edges 
of the leg openings fit Snugly in place but are 
not held in that relation by elastic tapes or 
the like. The leg openings in the new garment 
are not defined by endless hens as in the for 
mer constructions but are closed at the top by 
hens on Overlapping portions of the garment, 
these portions being separable, so that the cir 
cumference of the leg openings may be increased. 
The overlapping sections are normally held in 
such position that the garment fits Snugly in 
place, but the openings are readily expansible 
and thus the garment cannot cauSe disCOm 
fort to the wearer or hamper his movementS. 
For a better understanding of the invention, 

reference may be had to the accompanying dra W 
ing in Which: 

Figs. 1 and 2 are, respectively, front and back 
elevational views of one form of garment Con 
structed in accordance with the in Vention, por 
tions of the garment being broken away in each 
WleW; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1; and 

Figs. 4 and 5 are sectional views similar to Fig. 
3 of modified forms of the garment. 
The new garment in the form shown in Fig. 1 

comprises a waistband which is extensible 
circumferentially of the garment. This Waist 
band is endless and is preferably formed of a 
strip of elastic fabric, although it may be made 
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of inelastic fabric. With elastic inserts, if desired. 
The front and back sections if and 2 of the 

garment are permanently connected at their up 
per edges to the lower edge of the Waistband 
with the median lines of the Sections intersecting 
the midpoints of the front and rear of the Waist 
band, respectively. The Sections are of decreas 
ing Width downwardly from the Waistband and 
are connected to form a closed Crotch. At their 
upper ends, the corner portions of the sections 
overlap and the corners 3, 3 of the back Sec 
tion lie inwardly from the sides of the garment 
greater distances than the corners it of the 
front Section. The edges 5, 6 of the Sections 
define leg openings and the edges are finished 
With hems f8. 

Since the front aid back Sections overlap at 
their upper corners and the overlapping portions 
are not connected together except along the 
waistband, the leg Openings are not defined by 
continuous pieces of material, Such as the endless 
hems employed in the prior garments. Accord 
ingly, the tops 9 of the leg openings are not 
fixed points, but as the OVerlapping portions of 
the front and back Sections are spread apart, the 
tops 9 of the openings may vary in their rela 
tion to the Waistband. By forming the rear sec 
tion. So that it is Wider than the front section 
and its corners lie inward a greater distance from 
the Sides of the garment than the corners of the 
front Section, the waistband tends to hold the 
rear Section Snugly in contact With the seat of 
the Wearer Without gaping, and the tops of the 
leg OpeningS die at the desired positionS. 
As illustrated in the drawing, the form of the 

front and rear Sections and the manner in which 
they are connected to the Waistband are such 
that the lateral edges of the sections define leg 
openingS which face forwardly rather than lat 
erally, With the centers of the openings lying 
inWard Substantial distances from the sides of 
the garment. This construction makes the gar 
ment comfortable to Wear and, at the same time, 
inSures full coverage at all times. 

If the front and rear Sections of the garment 
Were of Similar cut and connected to the Waist 
band With their corners meeting or without Sub 
stantial Overlap at the Sides of the garment, the 
leg openings would face laterally. In that case, 
if the front section Were of such cut as to avoid 
bunching of the material between the crotch and 
Waistband when the garment was worn, the rear 
Section of Similar cut Would not cover the entire 
Seat. On the other hand, if the rear section Were 
So cut as to provide full coverage of the seat, the 
front Section of similar cut Would have excess 
material Which would bunch together when the 
garment WaS WOrn. Another disadvantage of 
a garment in which the front and rear sections 
meet at the Waistband at the sides of the gar 
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ment without Substantial overlap is that if the 
rear section is cut to provide full coverage when 
the Wearer is seated, the lateral edges thereof 
will Sag away from the body of the Wearer When 
he is standing erect. 
In the present garment, the lateral edges of the 

sections defining leg openings which face for 
wardly, cross at the front of the garment at Sub 
stantial distances below the waistband and the 
edges continue diagonally upwardly from the 
points of crossing to the Waistband. The rear 
section, which is correspondingly Wider through 
out than the front Section, is Wrapped around 
the body at the Waist for a distance considerably 
more than half the girth of the body and the 
lateral edges of the Section forming the rear 
edges of the Waistband are then drawn against 
the body by forces applied to the Waistband. In 
the same Way, the lateral edges of the front Sec 
tion forming the front edge of the leg openings 
are also subjected to strains tending to main 
tain the front section laterally distended and the 
section is thereby kept from bunching together 
between the crotch and waistband. 
The garment may have a closed front without 

a fly opening, if desired, but preferably such an 
opening is provided. For this purpose, the front 
section includes an inner flap 20 extending down 
wardly from the waistband and terminating at 
its lower end in a free edge 2 lying at an angle 
to the vertical. An outer flap 22 extends up 
wardly to overlap the edge 2 and the flaps are 
connected together at the top by a seam 23 and 
along one side 24. The Outer flap has a free edge 
25 lying in such relation to the inclined free 
edge 2 of the inner flap that, by Separating the 
flaps, access may be afforded between them into 
the interior of the garment across edge 25 to 
edge 2. 
A pair of inextensible elements, such as tapes 

26, are preferably applied to the front section to 
run from the inner edges of the leg opening hems 
8 upward to the waistband. These elements lie 
on either side of the flaps and prevent Sagging 
of the inner edges of the leg Openings. 
Various types of crotch construction may be 

employed in the new garment and in the form of 
the garment illustrated in Fig. 1, there is a 
crotch insert which comprises a double layer 27 
of knitted material Secured to the lower end 
of the rear section and to the lower end of the 
outer flap. When the garment is made of knitted 
material, the front and rear Sections and the two 
flaps will ordinarily be made of material cut So 
that the Wales extend vertically. The crotch in 
sert material is then preferably cut So that the 
Wales extend horizontally and, With this air 
rangement, the sections are expansible circum 
ferentially of the body and the crotch insert is 
expansible in a direction through the Crotch. 
Instead of using the crotch insert, the garment 

may be made as illustrated in Fig. 4 in which 
the rear section 2a is shown as provided With 
an extension 28 which passes through the crotch 
and is connected to the lower end of the Outer 
flap 22a. Still another construction is illustrated 
in Fig. 5 in which the rear section 25 extends 
through the crotch and continues upwardly so 
that the outer flap 22b is formed integrally 
therewith. 
In all forms of the new garment shown, the cut 

is such that the leg opening hens define openings 
which are readily expansible and the expansibil 
ity is not limited, as in former garments, to the 
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elasticity of the material and, in particular, of 
the elastic tapes incorporated in the leg opening 
hems. The strains imposed by the Waistband. On 
the hems 8 of the leg openings in the new 
garment are such as to cause the hems to fit 
the legs Snugly, but since the overlapping por 
tions of the sections are readily separable, the 
leg openings are expansible and their hens tend 
to fit the Wearer Snugly but without liability of 
chafing or causing discomfort. 
I claim: 
1. A nether garment which comprises a Waist 

band, and front and rear Sections Secured to the 
Waistband and extending downwardly therefrom 
and united to form a closed crotch, the Sections 
being of decreasing width downwardly and the 
back Section being Wider at the top than the 
front Section, the Sections being secured to the 
Waistband With the upper corner portions of the 
Sections overlapping and with the corners of the 
back Section lying along the front of the waist 
band and at greater distances inward from the 
Sides of the garment than the corners of the 
front Section, the Side edges of the sections 
CrOSSing at the front of the gament substantial 
distances below the Waistband and defining leg 
0penings facing forwardly, the side edges of the 
Sections being unattached where they cross so 
that the size of the leg openings may be in 
creaSed. 

2. A nether garment which comprises a waist 
band, and front and rear sections secured to 
the Waistband and extending downwardly there 
from and united to form a closed crotch, the 
Sections being of decreasing width downwardly 
and the back section being wider at the top than 
the front Section, the sections being secured to 
the Waistband with their median lines intersect 
ing the midpoints of the front and rear of the 
Waistband, respectively, and with the upper cor 
ner portions of the sections overlapping, the cor 
ners of the back section lying along the front 
of the waistband and at greater distances in 
Ward from the sides of the garment than the 
Corners of the front section, the side edges of 
the Sections crossing at the front of the garment 
and defining leg openings facing forwardly, the 
side edges of the sections being unattached where 
they cross So that the size of the leg openings 
may be increased. 

3. A nether garment which comprises a waist 
band, and front and rear sections secured to the 
Waistband and extending downwardly therefrom 
and united to form a closed crotch, the sections 
being of decreasing width downwardly with the 
rear Section wider at the top than the front 
Section and also substantially wider than half 
the circumference of the waistband, the sections 
being Secured to the waistband with the upper 
Corner portions of the sections overlapping and 
With the corners of the back section lying along 
the front of the waistband and at greater dis 
tances inward from the sides of the garment 
than the corners of the front section, the side 
edges of the Sections crossing at the front of the 
garment at points Substantial distances below the 
Waistband and continuing diagonally upward 
from the points of crossing to the Walistbandi, 
said edges defining leg openings facing forward 
ly, the side edges of the sections being unat 
tached where they cross so that the size of the 
leg openings may be increased. 
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