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SKI COVERING
Herbert Bernette Miller ITI, Minneapolis, Minn., assignor
to A-Line Company, Minneapolis, Minn.
Continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 738,956,
June 21, 1968. This application Oct. 29, 1968,
Ser. No. 771,481
Int, Cl, A63c 5/12

U.S. C1. 280—11.13 2 Claims

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A tough protective covering secured to the upper sur-
face of the runner member of the ski by a pressure-sen-
sitive adhesive to form a scuff resistant membrane over
the runner member. The protective covering may be trans-
parent, colored, or contain a wood grain figure. In certain
instances, additional symbols, letters, words, or other in-
dicia may be applied to the ski covering and the combina-
tion covered with a transparent covering. The covering
alleviates the problem of continually refinishing the upper
surface of the ski.

This application is a continuation-in-part of my copend-
ing application entitled, “Ski Covering,” filed June 21,
1968, Ser, No. 738,956, now abandoned.

This invention relates to the field of protective cover-
ings or coatings and more particularly to a protective and
decorative covering for skis.

It is generally well known that the sport of skiing has
become increasingly popular all over the world. With the
advent of an increased interest in the sport, equipment
manufacturers have made steady strides to improve the
equipment which is being used by the skier.

In an effort to increase the reliability of the ski and
its sturdiness, various forms of reinforcing structures have
been incorporated into the body of the skis. For instance,
the common wooden ski which was so popular a number
of years ago has given way to a ski generally known as
a “metal” ski which is formed by laminating numerous
layers of metal, epoxy resins, certain forms of glass fibers,
wood, and numerous other structural materials. More re-
cently, skis are being fabricated of certain epoxies in com-
bination with wood members in which no metal is used.
As a consequence, the skis have generally increased in
cost and have generally attained a more aesthetic appear-
ance. This is largely due to the use of some form of mela-
mine or phenolic material which covers the top of the ski.
Additionally, certain of the metal skis and those generally
known as epoxy skis have metal edges or strips embedded
in the top of the skis along the outer edges to help pro-
tect the upper surface of the skis. It will be remembered
that the underportion of the skis have metal edges so that
the ski may be more maneuverable by cutting through the
crusts of snow. Additionally, the metal strips are remov-
able and new strips may be applied. These metal strips,
after being used, quite often become quite sharp and thus
if accidentally pushed across the top of the other ski, pro-
duce a gouge or scuff mark on the ski. Scuff marks on the
skis are also easily obtained through the use of certain
types of ski tows which are used to bring the skier to the
top of a ski run. Because the skis do become scuffed and
marred, and because of the relatively high cost made by
the skier to purchase the skis initially, it is generally found
that the skier makes every attempt to refinish the skis or
keep them in good aesthetic appearance from year to year.
One such means of doing this is to return the skis to their
manufacturer or factory, or to a reliable ski shop where
the upper surfaces are refinished by buffing and polishing,
all of which produces additional cost for the skier.
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Through the use of the coverings in the preferred form
of the invention, it will be found that scuff marks are vir-
tually eliminated and that a covering may be provided to
cover the top of the skis in such a manner that the mate-
rial may be replaced several times during one skiing sea-
son and yet costs only a fractional portion of the costs of
refinishing the upper portions of the skis. The present in-
vention allows the covering to be applied over the skis
without removing the ski bindings and keeps the upper
surfaces of the skis in a “new” condition through con-
stant use., The skier may also change the appearance of
his skiis through the use of the invention by using an
opaque covering over the ski even though it s marred and
adding certain symbols, characters, or letters of various
colors, shapes, and sizes, the combination being covered
by a transparent covering.

Tt is, therefore, a general object of this invention to pro-
vide in combination with a pair of skis, an improved ski
covering which provides a scuff-resistant upper surface to
protect the aesthetic appearance of the skis.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
an improved ski covering which allows the skier to change
the aesthetic appearance of the skis without refinishing
the upper surface of the skis.

It is still a further object of this invention to provide
an upper surface ski covering which has a tough covering
that is readily replaceable and releasably secured to the
upper surface of the ski runner.

It is still another object of this invention to provide a
ski covering which allows the skier to change the color
and aesthetic appearance of the upper surface of the ski
at the will of the skier.

These and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will more fully appear from the following descrip-
tion, made in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like reference characters refer to the same
or similar parts throughout the several views, and in
which:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the improved ski covering
shown on the ski; .

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the improved cover-
ing and ski combination taken along lines 2—2 as shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the improved ski covering
in which a new aesthetic appearance is given to the ski;
and

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the covering and ski com-
bination as found in FIG. 3.

A ski 10 has the ski bindings 11 fastened in the normal
manner to the upper surface of the ski. Secured along the
edges of the upper surface of the ski is a metal bead or
strip 12 which extends down both sides of the ski and
passes forward to the tip of the ski. A pair of tranms-
parent covering sheets 13 and 14 (FIGS. 1 and 2) cover
or overlie the rear and forward portions respectively of
the upper portion of the ski to protect the ski in the man-
ner aforesaid. The material used for the covering may be
of a polyethylene terephthalate composition and may be
sold under the trademark of Mylar, a Du Pont product.
The material is secured to the upper portion of the ski
by the use of a rubber base adhesive 15 or some other
pressure-sensitive adhesive, a number of which are on the
market. In some instances, it may be desirable to apply
the adhesive to the upper surface of the ski and press
the covering material on to the top of the ski. Ski 10
may contain certain lettering or indicia 16 and through
the use of the clear covering, the aesthetic appearance
of the ski is maintained. Generally speaking, the trans-
parent adhesive material is applied to the back of the
covering sheets 13 and 14 and a backing material such
as paper prevents the pressure-sensitive material from



3,567,237

sticking to a surface until the backing is removed. It has
been found that adequate protection is obtained where
the thickness of the material is approximately two or three
thousandths of an inch thick.

It may also be desirable to use a thermo-setting ad-
hesive in which the material is secured to the upper por-
tion of the ski by applying heat.

Where it is desirable to cover an old pair of skis or
ones which have been marred by previous use, it is the
covering materials 13 and 14 that are supplied in certain
colors to again enhance the appearance of the skis. For
those who are using a form of wood covering on the
top of the skis or wooden skis, the covering material
may have a wood grain effect.

Where it is desirable to change the appearance of the
ski and give it a completely new “face lifting,” the ski is
covered by an opaque sheet of material 20 and is se-
cured to the ski 10 in the same manner as previously
described. The skis are then covered with various mark-
ings or symbols 21 and certain legends 22 in contrast-
ing colors to individually style the ski to the liking of the
individual. The markings and legends are formed from
another layer of the opaque material and secured to the
opaque covering 26 in the same manner as described for
securing the transparent covering sheets or opaque cover-
ing sheets to the ski. Because the material is approximate-
ly two or three thousands of an inch thick, it is readily
secured in place without an appreciable increase in the
thickness of the material lying on top of the upper sur-
face of the ski. It will be found that various combina-
tions may be placed upon the opaque material 20 and that
different patterns may be readily developed by the indi-
vidual. After the markings, symbols, or legends have been
placed upon the skis, a sheet of the transparent covering
material such as sheet 14 is then applied by the use of the
pressure-sensitive material over the markings, symbols, and
legends, and the opaque material to produce a smooth-
appearing finish with the various colors of the cover-
ing and markings, symbols, and legends being well pro-
tected. Where it is desirable to place the symbols 21 or
legends 22 directly upon the skis, this may be accomplished
through the use of the adhesive material on the backing
of the symbols or legends or by applying an adhesive to
the material and securing it to the ski. The transparent

covering sheet 14 is then applied directly over the symbols -

and legends to provide a proper covering for the upper
surface of the skis.

Should there be any residue of the adhesive clinging to
the ski upon removal of the covering strips 13, 14, 20, or
the symbols 21 or legends 22, a naphtha base material
or solvent may be used to remove the adhesive.

While numerous ways have been used and devised to
improve and protect the undersurface of skis, it is believed

that the present invention provides a very worthwhile and ;

unique solution to maintain the upper surface and appear-
ance of the skis, and allows the skier to change the ap-
pearance at a minimum of expense. Sheets of the vari-
ous symbols, indicia, and legends may be supplied sepa-
rately in various colors and designs so that the skier may
make the appearance of his skis unique, even with respect
to other skis of the same manufacturer.
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What is claimed is:

1. In combination with a semiflexible ski member hav-
ing an undersurface forming a runner adapted to glide
over snow and having a smooth aesthetic upper surface
adapted to receive ski bindings, the improvement com-
prising:

(a) a protective cover of transparent polyethylene te-
rephthalate composition material having a width
and length greater than the general outline of said
upper surface of the ski member and trimmable to
conform to the outer edges of said upper surface;

(b) a plurality of colored indicia markings formed from
thin plastic material and disposed between said trans-
parent cover and the upper surface of the ski mem-
ber;

(¢) a film of adhesive applied between said plurality of
colored indicia markings and the upper surface of
the ski member;

(d) and a film of releasable adhesive applied to at least
one of said ski member and said protective cover
of plastic scuff-resistant material thereby releasably
securing said upper surface of the ski member to
said protective cover of plastic material and form-
ing a scuff-resistant membrane over said ski mem-
ber.

2. In combination with a semiflexible ski member hav-
ing an undersurface forming a runner adapted to glide
over snow and having a smooth aesthetic upper surface
adapted to receive ski bindings, the improvement com-
prising:

(a) a protective cover of opaque polyethylene tereph-
thalate composition material having a width and
length greater than the general outline of said upper
surface of the ski member and trimmable to conform
to the outer edges of said upper surface;

(b) a plurality of colored indicia formed from thin
plastic material disposed on said opaque material;

(c) a film of adhesive applied between said plurality of
colored indicia markings and said cover of opaque
material;

(d) an upper transparent cover of plastic scuff-resist-
ant material having the same general outline as said
upper surface of the ski member; and

(e) a transparent film of adhesive applied to releasably
secure said transparent cover and said opaque cover
and plurality of colored indicia markings thus form-
ing at least a pair of scuff-resistant membranes over
said member.
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