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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
NELLIE E. JAEGER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

DRESS-NEASURING DEVICE. 

980,963. 
Application filed October 12, 1909. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NELLIE E. JAEGER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
a certain new and useful Improvement in 
Dress-Measuring Devices, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in dress measuring devices, 
and has for its object to provide an exceed 
ingly simple and effective device of this 
character, whereby the chalk may be ad 
justably held on the measuring stick in 
order that a person may take his own meas 
urements in determining the length of a 
skirt. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the character described 
which may be readily and quickly placed on 
a measuring stick, and one which will fit 
a measuring stick of considerable thickness 
and any width. 
With these ends in view, this invention 

consists in the details of construction and 
combination of elements hereinafter set 
forth and then specifically designated by 
the claims. 

In order that those skilled in the art to 
which this invention appertains may un 
derstand how to make and use the same I 
shall describe its construction in detail, re 
ferring by letter to the accompanying draw 
ing forming a part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of the de 
vice showing it applied to a measuring stick. 
Fig. 2, a plan view thereof. Fig. 3, an edge 
view. Fig. 4, a plan view of the upper jaw. 
Fig. 5, a rear view thereof, and Fig. 6, a 
plan view of the lower jaw. 
In carrying out my invention as here em 

bodied, A represents the measuring stick, 
which may be of any desired length and 
width, having any suitable graduations 
thereon. Said measuring stick might be 
what is commonly known as a yard stick, 
on which is placed the chalk holding device. 
B represents the chalk holding member or 

device, composed of an upper jaw C and a 
, lower jaw D, said jaws being simultaneously 
adjusted to one another and to the measur 
ing stick by the screw E. The upper jaw 
C is preferably formed of spring metal and 
composed of a horizontal member E' in which 
is formed the aperture F. With the rear of 
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the member E is formed the depending por 
tion G, in which is formed the virtually 
t-shaped slot H, said slot connecting with 
the aperture F. With the depending por 
tion G is formed the horizontal flange I, 
from which is formed the rearwardly ex 
tending arm J, the upper rearwardly ex 
tending arm IK being formed from the de 
pending portion G. 

I, Fepresents an upwardly extending lug 
bent at some suitable angle to the depend 

6. 

ing portion G for a purpose to be herein 
after described. 
From the front edge of the member E is 

formed the lip M, which embeds itself in 
the piece of chalk placed in the device. 
The lower jaw D is preferably formed 

of heavier metal than the upper jaw, and if 
found desirable may be a casting. In this 
jaw is formed the aperture O, into which 
fits the measuring stick. The rear portion 
of this jaw is bent upward to form the 
flange P, having a portion thereof cut away 
to form the arm Q, above and below which 
rest the arms K and J, thus holding the 
jaws C and D in a virtually parallel posi 
tion. The screw E is threaded into the 
flange P, the inner end resting against the 
lug L. 

In practice the lower jaw is placed in the 
slot Hin the upper jaw with the arm Q rest 
ing between the rearwardly extending arms 
J and K, a piece of chalk R is then placed 
between the jaws and the measuring stick 
A placed in the slots F and O, which are 
directly above one another, then by thread 
ing the screw E in Ward, the end of said 
Screw resting against the lug L, the upper 
jaw will be caused to move toward the 
measuring stick, and when in contact there 
With by further turning the screw the tend 
ency will be to bring the lug L to a vertical 
position, causing the outer end of the upper 
jaw to move downward, forcing the lip M 
into the chalk. 
The operation of the device is as fol 

lows: The skirt to be worked upon is first 
placed upon the body and the chalk holder 
adjusted until it is slightly below the hip 
line, when the lower end of the measuring 
stick is resting upon the ground or floor, 
then by movino the device around the body 
the end of the stick will be resting upon the 
floor and the chalk against the skirt, which 
will cause a line to be drawn on the skirt at 
a uniform distance from the floor, then by 
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moving the skirt and laying it upon a table 
and adjusting the chalk holder to the num 
be of inches that the bottom of the skirt 
is to be above the floor, then taking the end 
of the stick and running it along the line 
made by the chalk it will cause another line 
to be made by the chalk in proximity to 
the bottom of the skirt. By turning up the 
skirt on this line it will hang the desired 
distance from the ground, and will be the 
Sanhe distance therefrom at all points when 
on the wearer. 
Of course do not Wish to be limited to 

the exact details of construction here shown, 
as these may be varied within the limits of 
the appended claims without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and useful, is 

1. In a dress measuring device, a measuring 
stick, a chalk holder composed of all upper 
and a lower jaw, the upper jaw being formed 
to produce a horizontal member having an 
aperture therein, a depending portion having 
a virtually L-shaped groove therein commu 
nicating with the aperture, a flange formed 
with the depending portion, a lug formed 
with the depending portion and bent at an 
angle thereto, and rearwardly extending 
arms, the lower jaw having an upwardly 
extending flange, a portion of which is cut 
away to form an arm, said jaw having an 
aperture formed therein, and a screw pass 
ing through the flange in the lower jaw and 
engaging the lug formed with the upper jaw 
for pressing the jaws together and against 
the measuring stick. 

2. In a dress measuring device, a meas 
uring stick, a chalk holder composed of an 
tipper jaw formed to produce a horizontal 
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member having an aperture therein and pro 
vided with a lip, a depending portion hav 
ing a virtually L-shaped slot therein com 
municating with the aperture, an upwardly 
extending lug bent on a suitable angle, a 
rear Wardly extending arm formed with the 
depending portion, a flange formed at right 
angles to the depending portion, a rear 
Wardly extending arm formed with said 
flange, a lower jaw provided with an aperture, 
an upwardly extending flange formed there 
with, a portion of which is cut away to form 
an airn), said arm resting between the rear 
Wardly extending arms of the upper jaw, 
and a set screw threaded into the flange of 
the lower jaw, the inner end of said screw 
resting against the upwardly extending lug 
So that when said set screw is threaded in 
ward it will cause the jaws to move together 
and at the Saime time press them against the 
sides of the measuring stick, for the purpose 
set forth. 

3. In combination with a measuring stick, 
a chalk holder composed of two independent, 
interlocking jaws, One jaw overlying the 
other, each of said jaws having a transverse 
slot formed therein, leading from one side, 
the laneasuring stick adapted to register with 
said slot, and means for causing a portion of 
One jaw to engage one face of the stick and a 
portion of the other jaw to engage the oppo 
site face of the stick. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
affixed my signature in the presence of two 
subscribing Witnesses. 

NELLE E. JAEGER. 

Witnesses: 
H. ELLENBERG, Jr., 
EDGAR A. FOBSON. 
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