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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, RoLpoN P. KINGMAN, of
Battle Creek, in the county of Calhoun and
State of Michigan,have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Ballot-Boxes;and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form part of this specification.

This invention is especially designed for
ballot boxes, its object being to provide a sim-
ple mechanical ballot box by whieh the bal-
lots as voted, will be held neatly together in
order, so that at the end of the poll the ballots
can be removed from the box in book form
and bound together without manual assorting
or piling, in convenient shape for counting,
or storing for record.

The object is attained by my present in-
vention which consists essentially of a set, or
sets, of filing needles mounted on arotatable
or moving support, the points of the needles
at one point projeeting through openings in
the case so that a voter can impale his ballot

thereon edgewise, and then by simply turn-

ing a handle, or other regulator, the needles
are moved forward so as to draw the ballot
into the box, and as they travel around in the
box the ballot is moved down toward the base
of the needles, so that when their points next
project through the filing openings the first
ballot is out of sight, but each ballot filed
will be superimposed on the preceding ballot
strung on the needles, and when the balloting
is over, the case can be opened, the package
of ballots removed from the needles, and se-

- cured together by cords which are threaded
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through the filing needles prior to the
of the ballots,

One, twoor moresetsof filing needles can be
mounted on the same movable sapport, and
sucecessively moved up to and away from the
filing openings, the operation of each set being
precisely alike.

While thus designed for and useful as a
ballot box, the machine can bereadily adapted
and used for a bill and letter file, &e.

Intheaccompanying drawingslhaveshown
a simple form of the box, containing two sets
of filing needles, mounted on a rotating shaft
within a eylindrical casing, but obviously it

filing

would be easy to mount the needles on mov-
able supports of different kinds, by which
they would be alternately presented to, and
moved from the point of filing ballots, and
hence I do not limit myself to the particular
reduction of the invention shown in the draw-
ings.

Referring to the said drawings: Figure 1is
a part side view and part vertical section of
the box. TFig. 2 is a central vertical section
on line 2—2, Fig. 1. .

A designates a eylindrical ecasiug which is
made in two halves separated on a horizontal
line, provided with means for locking them
together when closed. This casing has jour-
nals fora central transverse shaft B, as shown,
and upon this shaft, within the box is mounted
a drum C from the periphery of which, at dia-
metrically opposite points, project sets of ra-
dial filing needles D, which as shown, are
tabular, afid closed at their upper ends by
pointed serew caps E, to which are attached
bodkins e, depending into the drum, and hav-
ing eyes in their inner ends for the attach-
ment of threads e/ which can be secured
thereto and inserted through the tubular
needles, or may be threaded to the bhodkins
through openings ¢ in drum C. i

The top of casing A is flatténed on one side
of its vertical diameter as at A’ this flattened
portion being slotted at A? to permitthe move-
ment of the needles thereby, and when the
shaft B is rotated to bring either sst of nee-
dles uppermost the points of said needles will
project slightly above the surface of portion
A’ as shown. At the other side of the verti-
cal diameter the top of thecasingis flanged as
at o/, said flange extending inward and nearly
contacting with part A’, and having slots a?
to permit the passage of the needle points.
The space between the bottom of flange a

and top of part A’ is sufficient to allow a.

ballot to pass edgewise thereunderafter being
strung on the needles. After the ballot X is
strung on the needles as indicated in Fig. 1,
the shaft B isgiven a half turn, thereby draw-
ing ballot X into the casing, and simultane-
nously moving the opposite set of needles
into position to receive a ballot. As the bal-
lot X isdrawn into and around in the casing
the eurved springs F press it toward the shaft
B, and base of needles, so that it is laid flat
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against the periphery of :drum , or a pre-
viously filed ballot; and thus prevented from
crumpling in the box;and then the needleson
which ballot X was strung come. uppermost
again, the ballot is out of sight.

‘When balloting is overthe casing isiopened.
The points and: bodkins. are loosened and

drawn out so as to thread the cords through

the needles.. Then the packages of superim-
posed ballots ‘are drawn off the needles and
secured: by tying the strings and the ballots

are thus neatly bound together in book form, .

without trouble to the clerks orjudges, and
inneat.condition for handling; counting, and
filing for preservation.

Shaft B may berotatedin anysuitable man-
ner. - Asshownit has a pinien G meshing with
asmaller pinion g on astub shaft H;turned by
a erank handle h, which is rotated twice for
each revolution of shaft B, or one revolution
to bring a: set of filing needles in position.
This handle is provided with a spring:ecatch
of any suitable kind so that it ean be locked
after each revolution; and when locked will
hold one set of needles in position to receive
a ballot. :

I have thusset forth:the essential features
of theinvention and a practical apparatus
embodying it, and

What I elaim as new s+ i

1.:In combination with a easing having a
filing ‘opening, a combined  ballot recaiver
and holder within the casing having filing
needlesadapted toreceive the ballots through
said opening, and means for traveling said
ballot receiver and holder past said opening,
and stopping: itiin position to receive a bal-

lot upon the needles, substantially as de--

seribed.

2. The combination of the casing having an
opening, with a movable ballot receiver and
holder having sets of filing needles adapted at
one pointofits travelto partially project a set
of needles partly through said opening to re-
ceive a ballot and to subsequently draw the
ballot on the needles within the casing as-it
moves onward, and means for moving said
holder, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a ballot box the combination of a cas-
ing having a receiving slot, with a set of filing
needles and means for traveling said needles
past said slot in an endless circuit within the
casing, whereby said needles are alternately
partially projected through said slot and
stopped to receive a paper, and then with-
drawn into the casing, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. The combination of the casing having a
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receiving slot a set of filing needles for receiv-
ing 'and retaining -ballots, and means: for
moving said needles: to, and past said slot,
with stationary means within the casing for
moving the ballots toward the bases of the
needles as they are moved, substantially as
deseribed. -

5. In a ballot box the combination of the
casing having an entry slot for papers; with
the rotary shaft therein and radial series of
sets of filing needles mounted radially on said

shaft and means whereby the sets: of needles:

are: sucecessively .brought to the slot and
stopped to receive a ballot, substantially as
described.

6. The combination of the casing having a
slotted opening, with a set of filing needles
and means for traveling said needles in an
endless eirenit within the' casing, whereby
said ' needles alternately partially: project
through said : slots to receive a paper, and
then withdraw intoe: the casing, and devices
for pressing the papers toward the bases of
the needles within the casing, substantially
as described. :

7. The combination of the slotted casing,
the set of tubular needles therein, the cord

carrying bodkins attached ‘to said tubes and:
"means: for moving said tubular needles in an

endless path within the easing whereby they
are first partially projected through saidslot,
and then withdrawn intothecasing, substan-
tially as described.

8. The combination of the eylindrical cas-
ing having its periphery flattened and slotted
at one point, with a: set of filing needles
mounted on 4 rotary shaft within said cas-
ing, and adapted to move and partially pro-
ject through the slots in the flattened portion
of the casing when rotated, substantially as
deseribed.

9. The combination of the cylindrical eas-
ing havingits periphery flattened and slotted
at one point, with a set of filing needles
mounted on a rotary shaft with said casing,

and adapted  to move and partially project

through the slots in the flattened portion of
the casing when rotated, the stationary
curved springs, and means for rotating said
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shaft, substantially as and for the purpose -

specified.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses, '

R. P. KINGMAN.

Witnesses:

T. H. ALEXANDER,
CHAas. L. DU Bors.
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