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1. 
This invention belongs to that general class of 

devices, known as indicators and relates particu 
larly to indicators on mailboxes and the like. 
The invention has among its objects the pro 

duction of a means of the kind described, or simi 
lar means, that is simple, durable and compact 
in structure, inexpensive to make and manufac 
ture, dependable and efficient in use and service, 
and Convenient to handle and install; a device 
that is pleasing and attractive in appearances 
and very satisfactory for use whenever and 
wherever found applicable. 
Other objects, advantages and features of this 

particular invention will appear from a careful 
perusal of the accompanying drawings, the Sub 
joined detailed description, the preamble of these 
Specifications, and the claims appended hereto. 

Below, applicant describes one of the preferable 
forms of his invention in Order to teach the art 
thereof and show how to make and use the same, 
but it is to be understood that the drawings and 
description thereof are not to limit the inven 
tion in any sense whatsoever except as the same 
may be limited by the prior art. Language em 
ployed herein is not to be construed as giving any 
unauthorized person or Organization the right 
to make, use and/or sell the invention herein 
disclosed. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of an ordi 

nary rural type of mail box with the invention 
installed thereon; 

Figure 2 is a partial side elevational view, en 
larged, of a mail box showing the invention also 
inside elevational view; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of that shown in 
Figure 2, and 
Figure 4 is a part shown in sectional view and 

taken substantially along the line 4-4 of Fig 
lure 2. 

In rural districts, mail boxes are not gen 
erally close to the house and it becomes very ex 
asperating during inclement weather to make a 
needless trip to the mail box in Order to learn 
whether or not there is some incoming mail. Be 
cause the mail box flag often catches, after the 
carrier attempts to return it to its horizontal po 
sition, he must then stop on his next trip when 
he may have no mail at that time to deliver. In 
applicant's invention, the flag or signalling means 
is the handle for opening or closing the door of 
the box, hence it is very simple and easy for 
anyone to readily adjust the signalling flag or 
means with no real effort at all, in fact, the ad 
justment of the signalling means becomes auto 
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matic by force of habit. It is, therefore, no 
trouble or extra reaching to see that the mailbox 
has the proper signal at all times when the flag 
means is attached to the door of the box and be 
comes the handle thereof. 
The usual rural type mailbox is indicated in 

the drawings by the reference character which 
is usually supported above ground by a stake or 
post, not shown. Such boxes have a hinged door 
2 which is pivoted at the bottom edge thereof 
So that the top rounded portion of the door 
swings downwardly. Secured to the top of the 
door there is an extended bar 3 having the curved 
portion 4 and the downwardly directed flanged 
like portion 5 which is adapted to act as a finger 
grip or handle. A spring bar 6 has its rearward 
portion Securely fixed to the top of the mailbox 
and its forward end turned upwardly as shown at 
to act as a push plate for the operator's thumb. 

This bar also has a curved portion, indicated by 
8, which cooperates with the curved portion 4 
in order to provide a satisfactory latch means 
for the mailbox. 

Applicant's invention lies in the signalling 
means which is adapted to be snugly forced onto 
the flange-like element 5 or to be bolted or other 
wise affixed to the door 2 so as to serve as a 
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Satisfactory handle. In this particular showing, 
the signalling device is held to the flange-like 
portion 5 by a slip-on element 9 which has side 
folds to and that provide suitable grooves to 
Snugly accommodate the side edges of the flange 
like element 5. To this slip-on element is firm 
ly attached a spindle 2 which has a nut 3 
threaded thereto at the distal end thereof. 
Upon the spindle 2 there is a pair of spaced 

collars f4 and 5 which accommodate a com 
pression spring 6, as shown. A swing-bar 7 
of a signalling device has bearing upon the spin 
de 2 between one of the collars and a washer 
8 and this swing-bar is held in position by fric 

tional means by action of the compression spring 
6. 
The Swing-bar 7 is twisted at its ends to pro 

vide integral flag elements 9 and 20, flag element 
19 may be yellow in color and the flag element 
20 red. When the yellow flag-element f8 is in 
the upper position as shown in Figure 2, it indi 
cates to the mailbox owner that there is some 
"in-coming' mail in the box; and when the red 
flag element is in upper position, it indicates to 
the mailman that there is "out-going' mail in 
the box. In any event, since the flag-means 
serves as the handle for the door 2, it is very 
easy for anyone operating the mailbox to give the 



handle (flag-means) a slight turn for signalling 
purposes, and should mail be removed and the 
box left empty by either the owner or the carrier, 
the flag elements are automatically placed side 
wards, that is, the Swing-bar ll is placed in a 
horizontal position. Obviously, the flag elements 
may not be necessarily rectangular in shape, but 
may be of any suitable design or color in order 
to clearly show or indicate incoming or outgoing 
mail. 

It is, of course, understood that various changes 
and modifications may be made in the details of 
form, style, design, materials and construction 
of the whole or any part of the specifically de 
Scribed embodiment of this invention without de 
parting from the spirit thereof in that such 
changes and modifications are considered as being: 
Within the scope of the following claims. 
I claim: 
1. A combination rotatable indicator and han 

die device in a single unit for rural type mail boxes 
comprising a bracket having means at one end 
thereof adapted to clamp onto a finger-grip pro 
jection from the door of a mail box, means on 
the bracket supporting a swingbar for movement 
in a vertical plane, means on the bracket provid 
ing positive friction for the swingbar, the Swing 
bar having at each end a signal Surface so that 
when the swingbar is employed as a handle to 
open the door of a mail box, it can simultaneously 
be positioned to give the proper signal. 

2. In combination, a rotatable indicator and 
handle device in a single unit for rural type mail 
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boxes comprising a bracket having slot means 
comprising a pair of grooves at One end portion 
thereof which is adapted to tightly clamp onto a 
conventional finger-grip lip-like projection from 
the door portion of a mail box, pivot means On 
the bracket supporting a Swingbar for movement 
in a vertical plane, spring means on the bracket 
providing positive friction for the swingbar, the 
swingbar comprising a length of rigid material 
having a signal end which is materially spaced 
from the pivot means so that when the Swing 
bar is employed as a handle to open the door 
of a mail box it can simultaneously be turned to 
proper signalling position. 

JAMES ADAMS WAN METER. 
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