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cent pad sections II, 2, but also serve to rein 
force the flanged edge portions 3, 4 of the ad 
jacent pad sections. If a table is to be covered 
With the table pad sections il and 2, table pad 
Section f is first placed on the table and there 
upon table pad section 2 is placed thereover With 
the edge i 4 overlapping the edge 3 and the tWo 
Sections are moved longitudinally along their 
tongues until the Somewhat elongated interlock 
ing projections 32 drop into the grooves 28 of 
the cooperating interlocking plate member 25. 
Since the elongated grooves 28 are longer than 
the elongated interlocking projections 32, no great 
accuracy is required in mounting the Several 
Sets of interlocking elements in the pad sections 
and quick interlocking engagement between ad 
jacent table pad sections is made possible. 

In Fig. 6 is Shown a modified form of male 
interlocking element 36 for cooperating With the 
grooved interlocking plate member 25 of the 
other table section. The interlocking element 36 
is made of a Spring metal strip having a fiat 
portion Secured by rivets 37 to the plies of the pad 
Section and is bent to form an interlocking pro 
jection 38 fitting into the Somewhat longer open 
ing of the grooved portion 28 of the interlocking 
element 13. The fiat portion of the interlocking 
element 36 is Sufficiently large and serves in con 
junction With its rivets 37 as a reinforcement for 
the pad Sections. 
The protective pad arrangement described 

above Will suggest many other modifications 
thereof. It is accordingly desired that the ap 
pended claims be given an interpretation com 
menSurate With the scope of the invention. 

I clain: 
1. In a protective pad for tables or the like, 

a plurality of pad sections having overlapping 
tongues, eachpad section comprising a plurality of 
plies united to form a firm protective pad body 
and a tongue along an edge of said pad formed 
of feWer plies than said pad body, interlocking 
means at the Overlapping tongues of adjacent 
Sections comprising at least two Spaced Sheet 
members, of a Substance materially stronger than 
the Substance of Said plies, clamped between the 
plies of the body portion of each pad section 
for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad section 
and for establishing interlocking engagement 
With the adjacent pad section, each of said sheet 
members having a metallic interlocking member 
projecting over the tongue of the pad section, the 
interlocking member of a tongue of one pad sec 
tion being shaped and arranged to form an in 
Wardly bent elongated interlocking groove por 
tion eXtending through the interior of the adja 
cent tongue in a direction substantially parallel 
to the edge of Said tongue So as to reinforce the 
adjacent tongue, the cooperating interlocking 
member of a tongue of the adjacent pad. Section 
being shaped and arranged to form an outWardly 
bent U-shaped interlocking projection fitting into 
and establishing lateral and longitudinal inter 
locking engagement With said interlocking groove 
and to Serve as reinforcement for the adjacent 
tongue. 

2. In a protective pad for tables or the like, 
a plurality of pad Sections having overlapping 
tongues, each pad section comprising a plurality 
Of plies united to form. a firm protective pad 
body and a tongue along an edge of said pad 
formed of fewer plies than said pad body, inter 
locking means at the overlapping tongues of ad 
Jacent Sections comprising at least two spaced 
sheet members, of a substance materiallystronger 
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than the substance of said plies, clamped between 
the plies of the body portion of each pad section 
for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad sec 
tion and for establishing interlocking engage 
ment With the adjacent pad section, each of Said 
sheet members having a metallic interlocking 
member projecting over the tongue of the pad 
Section, the interlocking member of a tongue of 
one pad section being shaped and arranged to 
forman elongated interlocking groove extending 
through the interior of the tongue in a direction 
Substantially parallel to the edge of said section 
and to Overlap the edge of the adiacent tongue 
for reinforcing the same, the cooperating inter 
locking member of a tongue of the adiacent pad 
Section being shaped and arranged to forman 
interlocking projection fitting into and estab 
lishing lateral and longitudinal interlocking en 
gagement with said interlocking groove and to 
OVerlap the edge of the adjacent tongue for re 
inforcing the Same. 

3. In a protective pad for tables or the like, 
a plurality of pad Sections having overlapping 
tongues, each pad section comprising a plurality 
of plies united to form a firm protective pad 
body and a tongue along an edge of said pad 
formed of fewer plies than said pad body, inter 
locking means at the overlappingtongues of ad 
jacent sections comprising at least two spaced 
Sheet members, of a substance materiallystronger 
than the substance of said plies, clamped between 
the plies of the body portion of each pad section 
for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad sec 
tion and for establishing interlocking engage 
ment With the adjacent pad Section, each of Said 
sheet members having a metallic interlocking 
member projecting over the tongue of the pad 
section, the interlocking member of a tongue of 
One Section being shaped and arranged to form 
an elongated interlocking groove extending 
through the plies of the tongue in a direction Sub 
stantially parallel to the edge of Said section and 
terminating in a flanged end portion clamping 
the plies of the tongue to the overlying sheet 
portion for reinforcing the tongue, the cooperating 
member of a tongue of the adjacent pad section 
being shaped and arranged to serve as a rein 
forcement for the underlying tongue and to form 
an outWardly bent U-Shaped interlocking pro 
jection fitting into and establishing lateral and 
longitudinal interlocking engagement With said 
interlocking groove. 

4. In a protective pad for tables or the like, 
a plurality of pad sections having overlapping 
fianges, each pad section comprising a plurality 
of plies united to form a firm protective body 
and a flange along an edge of said body formed 
of feWerplies than said body, interlocking means 
at the overlapping fianges of adjacent pad sec 
tions comprising one or more plates of a sub 
stance materially stronger than the substance of 
Said plies clamped between the plies of the body 
portion of each pad section for interlocking ad 
Jacent pad Sections, each of said plates having 
an interlocking member projecting over the fiange 
of the section, the interlocking member of a fiange 
of one section having therein an elongated inter 
locking groove extending substantially parallel to 
the edge of said section, the cooperating inter 
locking member of the adiacent section having 
an interlocking projection fitting into said inter 
locking groove and locked in said groove against 
lateral and longitudinal motion. 
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