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This invention relates to protective pads for
5 tables or the like, and has among its objects an
improved sectional protective pad with novel eas-
ily engageable and disengageable interlocking
means for interlocking the individual pad sections
into a unitary structure, when it is placed on
the table or on the object which is to be pro-
tected.

The foregoing and othér objects of the inven-
tion will be best understood from the following
exemplifications thereof illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing in which

Fig. 1 is a top view of a sectional table pad
exemplifying the invention, s part of the inter-
locking arrahgement being exposed;

Fig. 2 is a cross-section along line 2—2 of
Fig. 1;

Figs. 3 and 4 are perspective views of the inter-
locking portions of adjacent table pad sections;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the interlock-
ing element of the pad section shown in Fig. 4;
and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a modified form
of interlocking element shown in Fig. 3.

In Migs. 1 and 2 is illustrated a sectional table
pad exemplifying the invention. It comprises
two pad sections {1, i2 having overlapping tongues
13, 14 respectively. - For convenience in storing,
the individual pad sections Il and {2 are com-
posed of a plurality of foldable subsections folded
along lines 15. .

The individual pad sections 11, 2 are shown
made of outer layers {8 composed of several plies
of cardboard and an intermediate layer 17 of
heat-insulating material, such as an ashestos or
felt composition. The several layers of each sec-
tion are shown united by a plurality of staples
or by cementing into a firm pad section. The
tongues 13, 1§ of the two pad sections {1, 12 are
formed of extensions of the cardboard plies form-
ing an outer layer of the sections 1, [2, respec-
tively.

A covering of felt 21 and a covering of water-
proof material 22 such as oil cloth are cemented
to the unitary layer structure of the laminated
pads, the edges of the coverings being tucked
under the edges of the adjacent layers in the way
shown in Fig. 2.

In order to interlock the adjacent pad sec-
tions (1, 12 when they are placed on the table,
the overlapping tongues 13, 14 are provided with
a plurality of sets of readily engageable and dis~
engageable interlocking plate members 25, 26 in
the form of sheet portions of a material much
stronger than cardboard, such as metal, each of
the interlocking plate members 25, 26 having an
inward portion clamped between the outer layers
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15 of the pad section, and an outwardly extend-
ing interlocking portion overlapping the tongue,
s0 as to act as a reinforcement therefor.

As shown in detail in Figs. 4 and 5, the out-
ward portion of the female interlocking plate
member 25 of the tongue 13 of one table section {1
is formed of a strip of sheet metal bent to fit
over-the edge of the tongue 13 and form a U-
shaped clamp embracing and reinforcing the
cardboard plies of the tongue 13. The longer
inner arm 27 of the U-shaped interlocking plate
member has the center portion suitably deformed,
for instance, in the way shown in Fig. 5, to form
an oblong grooved portion 28 extending through
a hole in the plies of the tongue 13 and termi-
nating in a bent flange 29 overlapping the edges
of the cardboard plies so as to hold them firmly
clamped and act as an additional reinforcement
for the tongue 13.

As shown in Fig. 3, the cooperating male in-
terlocking plate member 26 of the tongue (4 of
the other table section (2 is likewise formed of
a strip of sheet metal bent to fit over the edge
of the tongue 14 and form a U-shaped clamp
reinforcing the cardboard plies forming the
tongue {4 and an interlocking projection 32 for
engaging the grooved interlocking portion 28 of
the interlocking plate member 25. Riveis 33 ex-
tending through the plies of the tongue i3 and
the overlapping arms of the U-shaped interlock-
ing plate member 25 serve as an additional rein-
forcement for the tongue !4.

The length of U-shaped interlocking projec-
tion 82 of interlocking plate member 28 is some-
what shorter than the length of the interleck-
ing grooved portion 28 of interlocking plate mem-
ber 25 to permit easy registration of the inter-
locking projection 32 with the grooved portion 28
when the pad sections are placed on the table,
and to reduce the accuracy required in locating
the interlocking plate members 28§, 26 on the over-
lapping tongues 13, 14 of the pad section. One
side wall of the grooved portion 28 may be shaped
to provide in the lower portion of the groove a
pocket 36 for receiving a bulging portion of the
interlocking spring projection 32 to secure a firm,
readily engageable and disengageable interlock-
ing engagement between the assembled pad sec-
tions {1, f2.

Where longer tables are to be covered with such
pad sections, one or more intermediate pad sec-
tions is placed between the pad sections i and
{2, having similar cooperating sets of interlock-
ing plate members, 25, 26 on their overlapping
tongues, for interlocking with the grooves 28 of
section 1§ with interlocking spring projections 32
of the facing flange of the intermediate pad sec-
tion. The interlocking plate members 25, 26 of
the interlocking arrangement described above act
not only as interlocking elements for the adja- 6¢

10

15

20

40

45

50

55




20

25

30

35

45

55

60

65

70

75

2
cent pad sections 11, 12, but also serve to rein-
force the flanged edge portions 13, {4 of the ad-
jacent pad sections. If a table is to be covered
with the table pad sections 11 and 12, table pad
section It is first placed on the table and there-
upon table pad section 12 is placed thereover with
the edge {4 overlapping the edge (3 and the two
sections are moved longitudinally along their
tongues until the somewhat elongated interlock-
ing projections 32 drop into the grooves 28 of
the cooperating interlocking plate member 25.
Since the elongated grooves 28 are longer than
the elongated interlocking projections 32, no great
accuracy is required in mounting the several
sets of interlocking elements in the pad sections
and quick interlocking engagement between ad-
jacent table pad sections is made possible.

In Fig. 6 is shown a modified form of male
interlocking element 36 for cooperating with the
grooved - interlocking plate member 25 of the
other table section. The interlocking element 36
is made of a spring metal strip having a flat
portion secured by rivets 37 to the plies of the pad
section and is bent to form an interlocking pro-
jection 38 fitting into the somewhat longer open-
ing of the grooved portion 28 of the interlocking
element 13. The flat portion of the interlocking
element 3% is sufficiently large and serves in con-
junction with its rivets 37 as a reinforcement for
the pad sections.

The protective pad arrangement described
above will suggest many other modifications
thereof. It is accordingly desired that the ap-
pended claims be given an interpretation com-
mensurate with the scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. In a protective pad for tables or the like,
a plurality of pad sections having overlapping
tongues, each pad section comprising a plurality of
plies united to form a firm protective pad body
and a tongue along an edge of said pad formed
of fewer plies than said pad body, interlocking
means at the overlapping tongues of adjacent
sections comprising at least two spaced sheet
members, of a substance materially stronger than
the substance of said plies, clamped between the
plies of the bhody portion of each pad section
for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad section
and for establishing interlocking engagement
with the adjacent pad section, each of said sheet
members having a metallic interlocking member
projecting over the tongue of the pad section, the
interlocking member of a tongue of one pad sec~
tion being shaped and arranged to form an in-
wardly bent elongated interlocking groove por-
tion extending through the interior of the adja-
cent tongue in a direction substantially parallel
to the edge of said tongue so as to reinforce the
adjacent tongue, the cooperating interlocking
member of a tongue of the adjacent pad section
being shaped and arranged to form an outwardly
bent U-shaped interlocking projection fitting into
and establishing lateral and longitudinal inter-
locking engagement with said interlocking groove
and to serve as reinforcement for the adjacent
tongue.

2. In a protective pad for tables or the like,
a plurality of pad sections having overlapping
tongues, each pad section comprising a plurality
of plies united to form a firm protective pad
body and a tongue along an edge of said pad
formed of fewer plies than said pad body, inter-
locking means at the overlapping tongues of ad-
jacent sections comprising at least two spaced
sheet members, of a substance materially stronger
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than the substance of said plies, clamped between
the plies of the body portion of each pad section
for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad sec-
tion -and for establishing interlocking engage-
ment with the adjacent pad section, each of said
sheet members having a metallic interlocking
member projecting over the tongue of the pad
section, the interlocking member of a tongue of

" one pad section being shaped and arranged to

form an elongated interlocking groove extending
through the interior of the tongue in a direction
substantially parallel to the edge of said section
and to overlap the edge of the adjacent tongue
for reinforcing the same, the cooperating inter-
locking member of a tongue of the adjacent pad
section being shaped and arranged to form an
interlocking projection fitting into and estab-
lishing lateral and longitudinal interlocking en-
gagement with said interlocking groove and to
overlap the edge of the adjacent tongue for re-
inforcing the same.

3. In a protective pad for tables or the like,
a plurality of pad sections having overlapping
tongues, each pad section comprising a plurality
of plies united to form a firm protective pad
body and a tongue along an edge of said pad
formed of fewer plies than said pad body, inter-
locking means at the overlapping tongues of ad-
jacent sections comprising at least two spaced
sheet members, of a substance materially stronger
than the substance of said plies, clamped between
the plies of the body portion of each pad section

for reinforcing the edge portion of the pad sec-

tion and for establishing interlocking engage-

ment with the adjacent pad section, each of said ¢

sheet members having a metallic interlocking
member projecting over the tongue of the pad
section, the interlocking member of a tongue of
one section being shaped and arranged to form
an elongated interlocking groove extending
through the plies of the tongue in a direction sub-
stantially parallel to the edge of said section and
terminating in a flanged end portion clamping
the plies of the tongue to the overlying sheet
portion for reinforcing the tongue, the cooperating
member of a tongue of the adjacent pad section
being shaped and arranged to serve as a rein-
forcement for the underlying tongue and to form
an outwardly bent U-shaped interlocking pro-
jection fitting into and establishing lateral and
longitudinal interlocking engagement with said
interlocking groove.

4. In a protective pad for tables or the like,
a plurality of pad sections having overlapping
flanges, each pad section comprising a plurality
of plies united to form a firm protective body
and a flange along an edge of said body formed
of fewer plies than said body, interlocking means
at the overlapping flanges of adjacent pad sec-
tions comprising one or more plates of a sub-
stance materially stronger than the substance of
said plies clamped between the plies of the body
portion of each pad section for interlocking ad-
jacent pad sections, each of said plates having
an interlocking member projecting over the flange
of the section, the interlocking member of a flange
of one section having therein an elongated inter-
locking groove extending substantially parallel to
the edge of said section, the cooperating inter-
locking member of the adjacent section having
an interlocking projection fitting into said inter-
locking groove and locked in said groove against
lateral and longitudinal motion.
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