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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, CARL W. BIHLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Fastening Devices for 
Electric Fixtures, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention relates to electric fixtures, 

and is more particularly described as a wall 
or ceiling fixture from which lamp chains 
or cords may extend or be suspended. 
The principal object of the invention is 

to provide a device of the class described 
which may be quickly applied, which is 
simple, strong, and efficient and effective in 
operation. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide means to support the fixture dome, as 
well as to support the lamps. 
A further object is to provide means 

whereby, the canopy or dome may be posi 
tioned with respect to the wall and the 
wires threaded through the drum without 
rotating the fixtures and thereby twisting 
the wires, 
Another object is to provide a readily ap 

plicable device of the class described in 
which parts of the fastening device may 
be placed on the dome and other parts on 
a fastening stem in the wall before the 
dome is positioned, and whereby the dome 
may thereafter be quickly and firmly se 
cured in position with out rotating either 
the dome or the fastening. 

For the attainment of Rese ends and the 
accomplishment of other new and useful ob 
jects, as will appear, the invention consists 
in the features of novelty in the construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of the 
several parts generally shown in the draw 
ing and described in the specification, but 
more particularly pointed out in the ap 
pended claims, 
In the drawing Figure 1 is a side elevation 

mostly in section of an electric fixture of the 
class described, constructed in accordance 
with the principles of the invention; Fig. 
2 is a detail sectional view of the locking 
sleeve shown in Fig. 1, 

In hanging electric fixtures of the class 
in which a large, ceiling canopy or dome is 
used, it has previously been the practice to 
RE the dome with respect to the wall y means of a threaded sleeve, which must be adjusted and cut to the proper length 

before the dome can be properly positioned. 
This method is not only inconvenient to 
apply, but also it takes considerable time to 
position the dome. Furthermore, with the 
construction previously employed it was 
necessary first to thread the electric light 
wires through the dome and through the 
suspending nut, and then to turn the nut 
up upon a threaded sleeve. This construc 
tion necessitates the turning of the nut upon 
the sleeve after the wires have been threaded 
through the nut, thereby twisting the wires 
and rendering them liable to abrasion, im 
pairing the insulation about the wires, which 
may result seriously. 
The present invention has for its principal 

object to obviate these difficulties and to pro 
vide the construction in which the domema be readily and positively positioned WE 
respect to the wall or ceiling, and without 
rotating the wires after ERS been con 
nected and threaded through the dome. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawing, the reference numeral 10 designates 
generally the wall, ceiling or support to 
which a device of the class described is to be 
attached. The present exemplification of 
the invention is intended to represent the 
device as applied to the ceiling in which a 
ull box 11 for electric wires is positioned 

in any suitable manner. Extending to the 
pull box 11 is a conduit 12 in which con 
ductors 13 are disposed. This pull box 11 
is commonly provided with a fixture stem 
secured to the box; or if a combination gas 
and electric fixture is employed, the end of 
a gas pipe preferably extends through the 
in of the box as shown at 14 in Fig. 1. 
This end of the gas pipe is threaded and is 
retained in position in any suitable manner, 
as for example, by means of a lock nut 15. 
and although, in the present exemplification 
of the invention, the end of a gas pipe is 
shown extending through the bottom of the 
pull box, this extending portion will be 
referred to as a fixture stem, as it has this 
function whether the stem portion 14 is a 
section of gas pipe or a fixture stem and secured to the pilfo An insulating joint 
16 is threaded upon the stem 14, being pro 
vided with an opening 17 through the insu 
lating joint. This insulating joint is also 
provided with an internally threaded mem 
ber 18, in which a plug 19 may be inserted. 
This plug. 19 is it. to close the opening 
17, ahd if it is desired to use the fixture 
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only as an electric fixture, it will be effective to which is connected the sleeve 22 by means 
to close the end of the gas pipe which ex 
tends through the pull box. Secured to the 
plug 19 in any suitable manner, as for ex 
ample, by means of the screw 20 and nut 21, 
is a sleeve 22. This sleeve may be made of 
any suitable material, such as sheet metal or 
the like, and is preferably square in shape, 
although it may be formed in any desired 
irregular or rectangular shape. At the lower 
end of the sleeve are inwardly projecting 
tongues 23, which are preferably pressed 
from the metal itself, and are of sufficient 
length to be resilient. Slidable within the 
sleeve 22 is a toothed member 24, having 
teeth disposed to be engaged by the inwardly 
projecting tongues 23. This toothed mem 
ber 24 is preferably square but may be ir 
regular or rectangular, corresponding to the 
shape of the sleeve 22, the object being to 
prevent the rotation of the toothed member 
with respect to the sleeve. The tongues and 
the teeth are preferably disposed so that the 
toothed member will be permitted to slide 
over the tongues when the member is insert 
ed within the sleeve, and to engage the teeth 
to prevent removal of the member from 
within the sleeve. The outer end of the 
toothed member 24 is provided with a thread 
ed portion 25. 

Positioned upon the threaded portion 25 
of the toothed member 24 is a member known 
in the trade as a “hickey' 26, having a hol 
low threaded tip 27. Upon this tip 27 a nut 
28 is threaded, which is also provided with 
a passage 29 which communicates with the 
opening in the hollow tip of the hickey. 

Disposed between the hickey 26 and the 
nut 28 is the dome 30, which is provided 
with an opening preferably at its center, 
large enough to permit the tip 27 of the 
hickey to be inserted through the dome. 
When the nut 28 is rotated upon the tip 
27 the dome is clamped between the two 
members and is held in position thereby. 
A washer 31 is preferably provided, which 
rests against the shoulder 32 on the nut 28, 
and is preferably shell-like in form, so that 
it may be slightly compressed when the nut 
is rotated up against the dome. 
A dome of any form or shape may be 

positioned by this fastening device, but in 
the present exemplification of the invention 
a circular dome with a depending central 
portion is shown. Suitably connected to the 
nut 28 is a supporting swivel 33 by means 
of which the lamp supporting chain 34 may 
be suspended. 

In practice, the application of this fasten 
ing device is very simple, and consumes a 
minimum of time, for the reason that there 
are no adjustments to be made when the 
dome is to be positioned. In positioning 
the dome the fixture stem is already in posi 
tion in the ceiling. The insulating joint 16 

of the plug 19 is threaded upon the stem 
14, and the nut 28 and the hickey 26, to 
gether with the toothed member 24, are se 
cured to the dome 30. After the wires 13 
are suitably connected they are threaded 
through the hickey 26, and through the pas 
sage 29 in the nut 28. To position the dome 
30 with respect to the wall, it is now neces 
sary only to insert the toothed member 24 
within the sleeve 22, and to press the dome 
upwardly the teeth will be caught by the 
tongues 23 and will hold the dome firmly 
in place, from which it cannot be removed 
by pulling the dome in the reverse direction 
without breaking the sleeve. From this de 
scription it will be evident that it is not 
necessary to rotate either the dome or any 
of the parts of the fixture to 
dome against the wall, and therefore there 
is no danger of the electric wires being 
stripped of their insulation or the insulation 
injured by the twisting action. All of the 
necessary adjustments and the connections 
may be made before the dome is placed in 
position, it being necessary only to thread 
the wires through the proper opening, and 
to press the dome upwardly into position. 
When it is desired to remove the dome for 
any cause it is only necessary to remove the 
nut 28, whereupon the dome 30 may be eas 
ily and quickly removed as desired. 

It is customary to provide a central sus 
pending chain 34, as shown in Fig. 1, and 
other chains 35 depending from the dome at 
a distance from the center. In the present 
exemplification of the invention a suspend 
ing nut 36 is shown, which is held in place 
by a lock nut 37 disposed inside of the dome. 
This, however, constitutes no part of the 
present invention, and the position of the 
chain 35 is pointed out for the purpose of 
showing that it may be necessary to make 
an electrical connection between the wires 
at 38 within the dome. With this construc 
tion it will be seen that the central chain 34 
is suspended directly from the fixture stem 
in the ceiling, and that no strain whatever 
is placed upon the dome 30. 
While I have thus described the preferred 

embodiment of my invention, it is evident 
that others skilled in the arts to which this 
appertains may make various changes in 
the construction, combination and arrange 
ment of the several parts without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In combination, an electric wall fixture 

dome, a fixed member in the wall, a device 
comprising two members one secured to the 
dome at its center and one to the fixed wall 
member slidable one within the other and 
non-rotatable with respect to each other, and 
means in connection with the two members 
of the device to engage one with the other. 
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2. In combination, an electric wall fixture 
clone, a fixed member in the wall, and a 
device comprising telescoping members non 
rotatable with respect to each other having 
engaging portions to permit relative move 
ment of the members in one direction but 
not in the other, one of the members being 
secured to the center of the dome and the 
other to the fixed member in the wall. 

3. The combination with an electric wall 
fixture dome, of a wall stem, and inter 

cured to the stem and to the inside of the 
dome at its center non-rotatable with respect 
to each other and adapted to permit the 
movement of the done only in the direction 
of the wall. 

4. The combination with an electric wall 
fixture dome, of a fixed wall stem, and tele 
Scopic rectangular members separately se 
curable one to the inside of the dome and 
the other to the stem, one of the members 
being provided with teeth and the other 
with resilient tongues to engage the teeth 
to allow the members to be moved in one 
direction with respect to each other to hold 
the dome non-rotatally at any distance from 
the wall and to permit the dome to be moved 
toward the Wall and to prevent its retrac 
tion. 

5. In an electric fixture, the combination 
with a dome having an aperture, of a hickey 
having a threaded tip to extend through the 
aperture, a nut with a chain suspension 
Swivel mounted upon the said threaded tip, 
the said tip being provided with an opening 
to permit a wire to be threaded through it, 
and means in connection withe the hickey to 
secure the dome to the wall or support. 

6. In an electric fixture, the combination 
with a dome having an aperture, of a hickey 
placed inside the dome, a nut to provide 

8 

suspending means disposed without the 
dome and secured in position by engagement 
with the hickey before the dome is posi 
tioned, the said parts being apertured to 
permit wires to be threaded through them, 
and means to secure the dome in position by 
moving it in an axial direction whereby the 
wires will remain untwisted. 

7. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a stem secured to the wall, 
an insulating member threaded on the stem, 

engaging telescopic members separately se a plug for the said member, a sleeve secured 
to the plug at one end and having spring 
tongues cut from the sleeve and extending 
inwardly adjacent the other end, a member 
slidable in the sleeve and having teeth in 
the face thereof which are engaged by the 
tongues; the said teeth being formed and 
disposed to permit the said member to be 
inserted and to prevent the removal thereof, 
the outer end of the member being threaded, 
a hickey threaded on the end of the member 
and lhaving a hollow threaded tip, a nut for 
the threaded tip, a netallic dome having a 
perforation through which the tip extends, 
the said nut being movable upon the tip to 
bind the dome between it and the hickey, 
the said nut being provided with suspending 
means, the said dome and the toothed mem 
ber being movable toward the wall to posi 
tion the dome against the wall, the hollow 
tip being adapted to permit a wire or wires 
to be threaded through the dome. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses, on this 27th day 
of November, A.D.o. 

CARL W. BIHLER. 
Witnesses: 

K. W. WouRSELL, 
C. H. SEEM. 
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