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1

This invention relates to a swab holder.

An object of this invention is to provide a
holder for swabs of the type used by medies which
will hold unused swabs in sanitary condition in
addition to a supply of sanitary cotton.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a swab holder including an outer receptacle, a ¢y~
lindrical longitudinally channeled swab holder in
the receptacle, the channels of the holder con-
fronting the inner surface of the receptacle, and
an-inner cap rotatably fitting over the upper end
of the receptacle. The inner cap is formed with
an annular upwardly offset channel adapted to
iposely engage over the projecting ends of the
swab sticks and the inner cap is formed with a
cutout for exposing the end of one stick so that
& stick can be readily removed from the holder.
The inner cap includes g wall formed with a cen-
tral opening so that the cotton within the interior
of the holder may be removed by pulling the cot-
ton through the central hole in the top wall of the
cap.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view of a swab holder con-
structed according to an embodiment of this in-
vention showing the holder with the outer cap
removed.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
2—2 of Figure 1 with the outer cap in position.

Tigure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line
3—3 of Figure 2. i

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevation of the
upper portion of the holder.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral {8 des-
ignates generally a receptacle which is formed
with a eylindrical side wall 11 and a hottom wall
{Z. A swab stick holder generally designated as
{4 is disposed within the receptacle {8 and is
formed of a cylindrical wall {5 which is provided
in the oufer surface thereof with longitudinally
extending channels 6. The channels. {§ confront
the inner side of the cylindrical wall {i and pro-
vide spaces or chambers §7 within which swab
sticks 18 are adapted to loosely extend.

In forming the holder 14 this holder is formed
outb of a flat sheet of material provided with cor-
rugated or grooved channels in one gide thereof,
and this sheet is bent in circular form and is
then inserted into the receptacle 8. The swabs
or swab sticks 18 are slightly longer than the
Iengths of the side wall {1 and the holder {4 so
that the upper ends of the sticks will project
above the receptacle 18, An inner cap generally
designated as (9 rotatably engages over the up-
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per edges of the receptacle 10 and includes a top
wall 20, the central portion having an opening
22. The top wall 20 is formed with a cylindrical
flange 23 loosely engaging over the outer side of
the side wall 11, and an inverted U-shaped chan-
nel member 24 projects upwardly from the top
wall 20 and overlies the swab stick chambers {1.

The channel member 24 is formed with a cut-
out 29, as shown in Figure 4, so that the upper
ends of the swab sticks 18 will be selectively ex-
posed as the cap 19 is rotated on the receptacle
{0. The interior of the holder {4 is adapted to
have cotton 26 disposed therein which may be
drawn through the opening 22 so as to pick up 2
small quantity of cotton. If desired, the cotton
26 may be partially pulled through the opening
£2 so that it may be manually grasped and then
wrapped about the swab stick. An outer cap 27
is adapted to engage over the inner cap 18 and
includes a top wall 28 having a cylindrical flange
29 extending downwardly and engaging over the
channel member 24.

In the use and operation of this holder the swah
sticks I8 are inserted into the chambers {7 by first
removing the inner cap 19. The inner cap 18 will
remain in operative position over the upper end
of the holder i0 and over the projecting upper
ends of the sticks (8. When it is desired to use
a swab, the upper end of a stick {8 which is ex-
posed in the cutout 25 is drawn upwardly through
the eutout 25. If desired, the cotton may be in-
itially pulled partly through the opening 22 and
a quantity of this cotton severed from the body
of the cotton and then twisted about the swahb
stick 8. After they are once used, the sticks can
be replaced in channels and later pulled out to
make new swabs, the used cotton being first re-
moved from the sticks.

What I claim is:

1. A swab holder comprising a cylindrical re-
ceptacle, a Iongitudinally grooved cylindrical
member within said receptacle, the grooves of
sald member confronting the inner side of said
receptacle and open at the top, and g cap rotat-
ably fitting over the upper end of said recep-
tacle, said cap being formed with an inverted U-
shaped channel overlying the upper ends of said
grooves, said cap having a cutout intersecting the
top and side wall of said eap and overlying said
channel thereby selectively to expose and afford
a finger grip for the upper end of a swab stick
upon rotation of said cap whereby a swab stick
may be removed from a longitudinal channel by
vertical movement through said opening without
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removing said cap, a shoulder extending peripher-
ally about said cap and a second closure cap
adapted to set on said shoulder.

2. A swab holder comprising a cylindrical re-
ceptacle, a longitudinally grooved cylindrical
member within said receptacle, the grooves of said
member being open at the top and confronting
the inner side of said receptacle, and a cap rotat-
ably fitting over the upper end of said receptacle,
said cap being formed with an inverted U-shaped
channel overlying the upper ends of said grooves,
said cap having a cutout intersecting the top and
side wall thereof and overlying said channel
thereby selectively to expose and afford a finger
grip for the upper end of a swab stick upon ro-
tation of said cap whereby a swab stick may be
removed from a longitudinal channel by vertical
movement through said opening without remov-
ing said cap, said cap having a central opening
whereby cotton in the interior of said member
may be removed, a shoulder extending peripher-
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ally about said cap and a second closure cap
adapted to set on said shoulder.
ADOLPH M. ROTHBARDT.
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