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(DEDICATED TO THE PUBLIC.) 

To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, ALONZO D. MELVIN, 

an officer of the Department of Agriculture 
of the United States of America, residing in 
the city of Washington, District of Colum 
bia, (whose post-office address is Washing 
ton, District of Columbia,) 
a new and useful Device for Stamping or 
Marking Meats. 
This application is made under the pro 

visions of the act of March 3, 1883, chapter 
143 (22 Stat., 625), and the invention herein 
described and claimed may be used by the 
Government of the United States or any of 
its officers or employees in the prosecution 
of Work for the Government, or by any per 
Son in the United States without the pay 
ment of any royalty thereon. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a device that is inexpensive and simple in 
Construction, and adapted to make a clear 
and distinct impression when used for 
stamping or marking meats. When meats 
are shipped in interstate commerce, it is nec 
essary that the meats shall bear certain 
marks indicating that the same have been 
inspected and passed under Federal super 
vision. These marks also disclose the num 
ber of the establishment where the inspec 
tion was made. It is the duty of the em 
ployees of the Gevernment to apply such 
marks to the meat. My invention is par 
ticularly designed for aiding these em 
ployees in performing the Work of marking 
Such meats. 
The nature, characteristic features and 

Scope of the invention may be more readily 
understood from the following description, 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, forming a part hereof, wherein 

Figure I is a face view of my invention, 
and Fig. II is a sectional view showing the 
shank detached from the handle. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents 
a rubber head of suitable size to form a base 

have invented 

for a stamp, having an integral rubber 
shank, B, at its top. Within the lower por 
tion of the rubber head A, are partly em 
bedded a plurality of pins, C. These pins 
may be made of steel, brass, or other suitable 
material, and are arranged in said head, A, 
in such a manner as to constitute a design 
or inscription. 
D represents the handle, having a hole or 

opening E, in its bottom end. This hole, E, 
is employed for receiving the rubber shank, 
B. In order to secure the handle and shank 
in a Workable position, I insert a rivet, F, 
through the handle near its lower end, 
which engages the upper part of the said 
shank. I also place a ferrule, G, on the bot 
tom of the handle. 
I do not confine myself to the exclusive 

use of a handle as shown in the drawing, 
but a rubber handle may be constructed so 
as to constitute an integral part of the rub 
ber head, A, thus avoiding the necessity of 
attaching the shank, B, to the handle, D, as 
hereinbefore described. 

In practicing my invention, I cause to be 
partly embedded in the rubber head, A, a 
series of pins, C. These pins, C, when se 
cured in position, represent a legend or in 
Scription. Then I secure the rubber head, 
A, to the handle, D, by inserting the shank, 
B, in the hole or opening, E. This mount 
ing is rendered secure by riveting the shank 
to said handle by means of the rivet, F. 
When the stamp or marker is so constructed, 
it is ready for use. The operator need only 
apply the marker to a pad Saturated with 
ink. This action coats the pins with the 
required fluid and the marker is then fit for 
making an impression on meat or other ob 
ject desired to be stamped. The rubber 
shank, B, is flexible. This flexibility of the 
shank enables the device to leave a clear 
mark on the object stamped, even though 
the surface thereof is not smooth or level. 
I do not confine the use of the device here 
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in described exclusively to stamping or opening at its bottom end for the reception 13 
marking meats, but the same may be ap- of said shank, and means for securing said 
plied in stamping or marking other objects. shank in handle, substantially as specified. 
Having thus described my invention, I In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 

claim: in the presence of two subscribed witnesses. 
A stamping device, consisting of a rubber ALONZO D. MELVIN. 

head having an integral flexible rubber Witnesses: 
shank, pins forming an inscription partly J. A. RICE, 
embedded in said head, a handle having an C. C. CARROLL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 

  


