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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARSHALL E. MORRIs, 

of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Tables, of 
which the following is a specification: 
My invention relates to light tables, or 

stands of that class having legs braced in 
pairs hinged to the under side of the top at 
either end in such a manner that they inay be 
folded up against the top when the table is 
not in use, and opened out and braced in posi 
tion at right angles to the top to support it 
when the table is to be used. My objects are 
to control the movements of the props by 
which the legs are braced in position, and 
firmly to support the props when the legs are 
opened and the table in use. 
The subject-matter claimed will hereinafter 

specifically be set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure. 1 

represents a side elevation, and Fig. 2 a bot 
tom view, of a table with my improvements. 
To the under side and near the ends of a 

table top, A, transverse strips or cleats B B' 
are secured in any suitable manner. Angle 
pieces or brackets C C C C are attached to 
the top at or near the edges of the cleats, as 
shown. Legs D D D, D are braced in pairs 
by cross-bars did, as usual, and pivoted in the 
brackets so as to swing toward and against 
the bottom A, and out therefrom at right an 
gles, the sides of the legs when opened out by 
preference bearing against the inner vertical 
faces or sides of the cléats. 

Bracing arms or props EE are attached to 
the braces or cross-bars d of the legs by hinges 
e e', which admit of the props turning on the 
cross-bars while preventing endwise move 
ment thereon-in this instance the rounded 
ends of the props abut against the bars. 
Stops F F, which may be formed by pins 
passing through the props, are fixed to the 
props near their outer ends, and bear, when 
the legs are opened, against guide-loops or 
staples G. G', in which the props move. These 
guides are so constructed as to prevent lat 
eral or horizontal sidewise play of the props 
while allowing them limited vertical play, so 
that they may be moved out from the table 

top a sufficient distance to slide along beneath 
and against stops E EI', fixed to the top on 
the under side, when the legs are being 
folded or opened. Springs II, secured to the 
guides, bear at their outer or free ends against 
the props, which are by preference slightly 
curved, as shown, and tend to force them to 
ward the table top, controlling their vertical 
movement. The ends of the springs should 
be curved slightly, as shown, to prevent them 
from cutting into or rapidly wearing away 
the surfaces of the props. 
When the legs are opened to their full ex 

tent, the ends of the props abut against the 
stops H EI, the props being forced up to the 
top by the springs, while the pins FF rest 
against the guides. The legs are thus securely 
braced, the springs holding the ends of the 
props in position. When the legs are to be 
folded, it is only necessary to pull or press 
the props against the springs until the ends 
of the props are moved a sufficient distance 
from the top to pass beneath and slide 
against the stops, the guides admitting of 
sufficient play of the prups for this purpose, 
when the legs may be folded up against and 
parallel to the top, in which position the 
springs will retain them by bearing against 
the props. In opening the legs, they are 
swung out at right algles to the top, the 
props sliding in their guides, and the springs 
automatically forcing the ends of the props 
in place, locking them in position by means 
of the ston-pins, staples, and fixed stops. 
As the sides of the legs, when they are 

swung out vertically, rest at their upper ends 
against the inner vertical sides of the cleats 
BB', it is obvious that the stop-pins F F. 
might be dispensed with and the cleats relied 
upon to brace the legs in one direction-that 
is, against OutWard movement - while the 
stops Ei H' prevent them from swinging in 
ward. I prefer, however, to employ the stop 

as all additional pins, or their equivalents 
security. 

I claim as of my own invention 
1. The combination of the hinged legs, the 

hinged props, the stops near the ends of the 
props, the guides in which the props move 
endwise and are allowed slight vertical play, 
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the controlling-springs bearing on the props, fixed to the guides and bearing upon the props, 
and the fixed stops on the under side of the and the stops upon the under side of the top, 
table-top, these members being constructed these members being constructed and oper 
and operating substantially as set forth. ating substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination of the top, the cleats MARSHALL E. MORRIS. 
on the under side thereof, the hinged legs, the Witnesses: 
hinged props, the guides in which the legs R. F. SHIELDON, 
slide endwise and play vertically, the springs J. I. PEYTON. 


