Office de la Proprieté Canadian CA 2599548 C 2010/08/03

Intellectuelle Intellectual Property
du Canada Office (11)(21) 2 599 548
o Gmsca oy Conac 1 BREVET CANADIEN
CANADIAN PATENT
13) C
(22) Date de depot/Filing Date: 200/7/08/30 (51) Cl.Int./Int.Cl. B420D 7/04(2006.01),
(41) Mise a la disp. pub./Open to Public Insp.: 2008/07/22 B425 5/12(2006.01)
- . (72) Inventeurs/Inventors:
(45) Date de délivrance/lssue Date: 2010/08/03 BUSAM EDWARD P.. US:
(30) Priorites/Priorities: 2007/01/22 (US60/881,811); BROOKS, LISAK. US

2007/08/17 (US11/840,472) (73) Propriétaire/Owner:

MEADWESTVACO CORPORATION, US
(74) Agent: RIDOUT & MAYBEE LLP

54) Titre : ETIQUETTE DE VENTE AUTOSTATIQUE POUR ELEMENT RELIE
(54) Title: SELF-RETAINING SELL TAG FOR A BOUND COMPONENT

(57) Abrégée/Abstract:

A bound component including a cover having an outer perimeter, a plurality of pages, and a binding mechanism binding the cover
and the plurality of pages together, wherein the binding mechanism includes a plurality of coils. The bound component further

,
L
X
e
e . ViNENEE
L S S \
ity K
.' : - h.l‘s_‘.}:{\: .&. - A L~
.
A

A7 /7]
o~

C an a dg http:vopic.ge.ca - Ottawa-Hull K1A 0C9 - atp.//cipo.ge.ca OPIC

OPIC - CIPO 191




CA 2599548 C 2010/08/03

anen 2 599 548
13) C

(57) Abrege(suite)/Abstract(continued):
Includes a sell tag including at least one opening, the at least one opening recelving at least one coll of the binding mechanism
therethrough, wherein the sell tag includes a flap which Is folded about part of the outer perimeter of the cover.
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. ABSTRACT
A bound component including a cover having an outer perimeteér, a plurality of pages,
and a binding mechanism binding the cover and the plurality of pages together, wherein the
binding mechanism includes a plurality of coils. The bound component further includes a sell
tag including at least one opening, the at least one opening receiving at least one coil of the
binding mechanism therethrough, wherein the sell tag includes a flap whibh is folded about part

of the outer perimeter of the cover.
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SELF-RETAINING SELL TAG FOR A BOUND COMPONENT

The present invention is directed to a self-retaining sell tag, and more particularly, to a

self-retaining sell tag for use with a bound component such as a notebook or the like.
BACKGROUND

Sell tags are widely used with notebooks, bound components and the like to provide
information relating to the associated bound component or notebook. For example., sell tags
may'provi'de information relating to the nature of the bound component, number of pages,
types ot materials, dimensions, manufacturer informaﬁon, pricing information, patent,
trademark and copyright markings, UPC codes, description of product features, marketing and

advertising information, and the like.
SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the present invention 1s a bound component including a cover
having an outer perimeter, a plurality of pages, and a binding mechanism binding thé cover
and the plurality of pages together, wherein the binding mechanism includes a plurality of
cbils. The bound component further includes a sell tag including at least one opening, the at
least one opening receiving at least one coil of the binding mechanism therethrough, wherein

the sell tag includes a tflap which 1s folded about part of the outer perimeter of the cover.
In another embodiment the invention is a bound component including a generally flat,

planar cover having first second opposed sides. The bound component further includes a

plurality of pages and a binding mechanism binding the cover and the plurality of pages

together, wherein the binding mechanism includes a plurality of coils. The bound component
has a sell tag having a first portion and a second portion directly coupled together, each
portion including at least one opening, each opening receiving at least one coil of the binding

mechanism therethrough, wherein the first portion is located on the first side of the cover and

the second portion 1s located on the second side of the cover.
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 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS _
Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a-bound component in its closed position, with a sell

tag coupled to the front cover therebf; |
Fig. 2 is a front view of the sell tag of Fig. 1 removed from the bound component and laid

flat;
Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of the bound component of Fig. 1, with the sell tag

‘exploded away from the bound component;

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of the bound component of Fig. 1, shown in its open

position;

Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of the bound component of Fig. 4, with the sell tag

exploded away from the bound component; and

Fig. 6 is a front perspective view of another bound component with a sell tag coupled to

the front cover thereof.

| DETAILED DESCRIPTION
As shown in Figs. 1 and 3-6, one embodiment the bound component 10 of the present

invention includes a front cover 12, a rear cover 14anda plurality of pages or sheets of paper 16

'coupled together by a binding mechanism 18. In the illustrated embodiment, the binding

mechanism 18 takes the form of a continuous wire binding me_Chanism, such as a coil wire, spi'raI
wire or twin-wire binding mechanism. More particularly, the binding mechanism 18 may
include a plurality of turns or coils 20 (collectively termed "coils" herein), each of which

~generally is circular in end view. Each coil 20 circumscribes a central axis extending along a

length of an inner edge of the bound component 10. In this case, the binding mechanism 18 is
gene.rally cylindrical in shape. However, the binding mechanism 18 may take a variety of forms
including a three-ring binding mechanisni, various prongs, clips efc. which can pass through
openings of the covers 12, 14/papers 16 and bind them together.

Each bound page 16 may be made of a generally water absorbent material, such as

- cellulose or pulp-based paper to allow a user to write information thereon with a wide variety of

writing insttuments or media including pens, pencils, markers and the like. The front 12 and rear
14 covers may each have a stiffness and/or a thickness greater than each of the bound pages 16 to

- provide protection to the pages 16. For example, the covers 12, 14 can be made of cardboard,
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paperboard, plastic, a combination of these materialé, or the like. Each cover 12, 14 may include
an outer perimeter having a top edge 22, a bottom edge 24, an inner or binding edge 26, and an
outer or free edge 28. |

The bound component 10 is moveable between a closed position, as shown in Figs. 1, 3
and 6, wherein the papers 16 are positioned between the covers 12, 14 in a thickness direction of
the bound component 10, and a dpen position, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, wherein the papers 16
are not positioned between the covers 12, 14 in a thickness direction thereof. Each of the covers

12, 14 and pages 16 may include a plurality of openings 19 along their inner edges. Each

~ opening 19 can receive a turn or coil 20 of the binding mechanism 18 therethrough to bind the

covers 12, 14 and pages 16 -togeﬂwr.
A sell tag or label 30 may be coupled to the bound component 10. The sell tag 30 may

have various information or indicia pre-printed thereon relating to the bound component 10. For

example the sell tag 30 may dlsplay information relating to the features, nature or characteristics

.of the bound component 10, such as the number of pages, types of materials, dimensions,

manufacturer informati on, pricing information, patent, trademark and copyright markings, UPC
codes, description of product features, product name, decorative features, identifying

‘information, country of manufacture, instructions or directions for use, contact and web-site

information, marketing and advertising information and the like. The sell tag 30 can be made of
a variety of materials, such as the same materials as the covers 12, 14 and/or papers 16 outlined

above. |
The sell tag 30 may be signiﬁcantly smaller than the covers 12, 14 and/or pages 16 so as

to not add unnecessary bulk and allow the notebook 10 to remain generally visible and available
for inspection. Accordingly, the sell tag 30 may have a surface area, for example, of less than
about Vi, 'or less than about 1/8, of the surfacé area of the covérs 12, 14 or papers 16. The inner
edge 32 of the sell tag 30 may be generally aligned with the inner edge 26 of the associated cover
12, 14/papers 16 to provide a neat appearance to the bound component 10. In one case, the inner
edge 32 of the sell tag 30 is poéitioned within a distance of about 2 of the width (i.e. left-to-right
direction) of the binding mechanism 18 of the inner edge 26 of the bound component 10, which
provides a neat appearance and sufficient alignment to ensure that the sell tag 30 does not
mterfere with the binding mechanism 18, yet is sufficiently coupled to the binding mechanism

30.
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The sell tag 30 may include a plufality of openings 34 extending along the inner edge 32.
Each of the openings 34 may be sized and positioned to recéive a turn or coil 20 of the binding
mechanism 18 therethrough. Each opening 34 of the sell tag 30 may be aligned with an opening

' 19 of the associated cover 12, 14 and papers 16. In this manner, the openings 19/34 and the coils

20 cooperate to fixedly couple the sell tag 30 to the binding mechanism 18/front cover 12/bound
component 10. The sell tag 30 can be bound to the binding mechanism 18 at the same time that

- the papers 16 and covers 12, 14 are bound together, or alternately the sell tag 30 could be bound

to the binding mechanism 18 separately. As shown in Fig. 6, when the binding mechanism 18 is

a twin-wire binding mechanism 18, each opening 19/34 may receive a pair of turns or coils 20

therethrough.

The sell tag 30 includes a fold line 36 that extends generally perpendicular to the binding

‘mechanism 18 and divides the sell tag 30 into a body portion 38 and a flap 40. The sell tag 30

may be positioned such that the fold line 36 is génerally aligned with the top edge 22 of the front -
cover 12 such that the sell tag 30 is folded over part of the perimeter of the cover 12. The folded
flap 40 of the sell tag 30 may be positioned generally parallel to the body portion 38 and helps to
further retain and align the sell tag 30 and further couple the sell tag 30 to the binding
mechanism 18/cover 12/bound component 10. More. particularly, if a sell tag 30 were to be
bound to the binding mechanism 18 only by the openings 34,- the outer edge 42 of the sell tag 30
may tend to drop or "sag" downwardly away from the top edge 22 of cover 12. However, when
the flap 40 is folded about the front cover 12, the flap 40 helps to prevent the sell tag 30 from
being pulled doWﬁwardly or sagging, and thereby keeps the sell tag 30 in a consistent aligned

position. In this manner, the sell tag 30 is self-aligning and self-retaining in the desired position.

Keeping the sell tag 30 consistently alig‘ned. provides a neater and more consistent appearance for
the bound component 10, and helps to preirent inadvertent removal, teari:ng; or partial tearing of
the sell tag 30 . . | . ‘

If desired, as best shown in Figs. 2, 4 and §, the flap 40 may include an opening 34
formed therethrough to receive a turn/coil/coils 20 of the binding mechanism 18 therethrough.
In this arrangement, the opening 34" helps to further securely couple the sell tag 30 to the cover
12/binding mechanism 18/bound component 10, and also helps to ensure that the flap 40 remains
folded down against the inner surface of the cover 12. In this manner, the flap 40 is prevented
from being flipped upwardly which could cause the flap 40/sell tag 30 to have an unattractive
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appearance, be Snagged upon other components, and could reduce the ability of the sell tag 30 to

‘be self-retaining and self-aligning. Thus the sell tag 30 may be located in'the same, consistent

position which provides ease of manufacturing, display and the like, and also helps to provide a

cons1stent appearance to the bound component 10.
It should be understood that although the flap 40 is 1llustrated as bemg relatively short
and having only a single opening 34", the ﬂap 40 can be relatively long, even being as long or

longer than the body portion 38 of the sell tag 30. In addition, the flap 40 can have more than
‘one opening 34' to further secure the flap 40 to the binding mechanism 18//cover 12/bound

component 10. . .
Although the sell tag 30 is illustrated as bemg posmoned such that its flap 40 is folded

~ over the upper edge 22 of the cover 12, the sell tag 30 could be positioned such that the flap 40 is

also, or instead, folded over the lower edge 24 of the front cover 12, or even the outer edge 28 of

 the cover 12. The sell tag 30 could also or instead be coupled to the rear cover 14, or even to the

: pages 16,

Havmg described the invention in detall and by reference to the various embod1 ments, it
should be understood that modifications and variations thereof are possible without departing

froan the scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A bound component 'comprising:
acover having an otxter' perimeter;
a plurality of pages;
a binding mechanism binding said cover and said plurahty of pages together,
‘wherein said binding mechanism includes a plurality of coils; and '
a sell tag including at least one opening, said at least one opening receiving at
least one coil of said binding miechanism therethrough, wherein the sell tag includes a ﬂap which

is folded about part of said outer penmeter of sald cover.

2. The beund component of claim 1, wherein said sell tag includes a plurality of

openings extending along an inner edge thereof each opening receiving at least one coil of said

binding mechanism therethrough.

3. The bound component of clalm 2 wherein said ﬂap mcludes an opemng receiving at -
least one coil of said binding mechanism therethrough

" 4. The bound component of claim 3 wherein said sell tag includes a fold line dividing
said sell tag into said flap and a body portion, wherein said plurality of openings are positioned
in said body portion, and wherein said opening of said flap is generally aligned with one of said

openings of said body portion. '

5. The bound component of clalm 1 wherein said sell tag includes a fold line dividing
sald sell tag mto said ﬂap and a body portion, and wherein said body portion is located on an

- outer surface of said cover, and said flap is located on an opposite, inner surface of said cover.

6. The bound component of clann 5 wherein said fold line extends generally
perpendwular to said bindlng mechanism

7. The bound component-of claim 1 wherein said pert of gaid outer perimeter of said
- cover about which said ﬂap is folded extends generally petpendwular to said binding
mechanism '
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8. The bound component of claim 1 wherein said sell tag dlSplays mformatwn relating to

the features, nature or characteristics of the bound component.

9. The bound component of claim 1 wherein the sell tag has surface area of less than
about “a of the surface area of said cover. | '

10. The bound component of claim 1 wherein said cover has an inner edge positioned
adjacent to and extending along said binding mechanism, and wherein said sell tag has an inner
edge positioned adjacent to and extending along said binding mechanism.

- 11. The bound cbinponent of claim 1 wherein said inner edge of said sell tag is generally
aligned with said inner edge of said cover.

12. The bound 'componeht of claim 11 wherein said inner edge of said sell tag is
~ positioned within about 1/2 inch of said inner ‘edge of said cover.

13. The bound component of claim 1 wherein said binding mechanism is a coil, spiral, or
twin-wire binding mechanism.

14. The bound component of claim 1 wherein said cover has at least one of a stifiness or
thickness that is greater than each page of said plurality of pages.

15. A bound component comprising:
a generally flat, planar cover havmg first second opposed sides;
a plurahty of pages;
 abinding mechamsm binding said cover and said plurality of pages together,
| wherem said binding mechanism includes a plurality of coils; and
a sell tag havmg a first portion and a second portmn dlrectly coupled together,

each portion including at least one opening, each opening receiving at least one coil of said
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binding mechanism therethrough, wherein said first portion is located on said first side of said

cover and said second portion is located on said second side of said cover.

16. The bound cdmponent of claim 15 wherein said first and second portions of said sell

tag are separated by a fold line.

17. The bound component of claim 16 wherein said cover has an outer perimeter, and

wherein said fold line is generaily aligned with part of said outer perimeter.

18. The bound component of claim 15, wherein said first and second portions are

generally parallel to each other.

19. A method for ass embling bound comp onent comprising:

providing a cover having an outer perimeter; '

providing a plurality of pages;

binding said cover and said plurality of pages together with a binding mechanism
including a plurality of coils; and , :

coupling a sell tag to said binding mechanism, said sell tag including a plurality of
openings, each opening receiving at least one coil of said binding mechanism therethrough,
wherein the sell tag .includes a flap which is folded about part of said outer perimeter of said

COVCI.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein said coupling step occurs simultaneously with at.
least part of said binding step. '
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