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o ol whem it may concern:

Be it known that I, HErwmer N. Hum-
rHREY, a citizen of the United States of
America, residing at New Britain, Connect-
icut, have invented a new and useful Buckle,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in buckles, the main
object: being to provide certain features of
mprovement that will render the same very
durable. ]
are provided to prevent the disengagement
of the buckle parts in an improper manner,
which, if permitted, would tend to so bend
or distort the same so that they would not
thereafter function reliably. -

In the accompanying drawings—

Fig. 1is a view of the inside of the two
parts of the buckle assembléd as in use;

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1; '

Kig. 8 is an edge view partly in section
showing the parts in a different position
from that shown in Fig. 2. B

I have shown my invention in its pre-
ferred form; it should be understood that
certain medifications may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope thereof.
In the preferred form shown, the buckle
comprises two face plates 1 and 2, which
may be provided with any suitable means
for securing the same to belt ends 3--3. - In
the form shown I have provided each plate
with a securing means 4 commonly termed
a “ratchet,” sald ratchet being pivoted to
ears 5—35 at the rear of each of said plates.
Mow turning to the means for interlocking
the plates 1—2. It will be seen that the face
plate 1 is provided at the back with a spring
plate 6 which may be formed by a fold at
the rear edge of plate 1. The {ree or for-
ward edge of the spring plate 6 has an up-
turned lip 7 forming a locking shoulder
which preferably extends entirely across the
back of plate 1. 8—8 are stop lugs which
are preferably struck out from the metal of
the plate 6 and project toward the back of
the front plate 1, said lugs operating as
stops to hold the lip 7 spaced shightly away
from the back of the plate 1, so as to pro-
vide an entrance slot or passage for the in-
sertion of the interengaging part on the
plate 2, which will be later described. 9—9
are stop ears which are turned back from the
cpposite edges of the plate 1, so as to stand
to the rear of the spring plate 6 and limit

Certain -features of improvement..

the outward swinging movement of the free
edge of the same, said ears being so posi-
tioned as to permit sufficient movement to
ellow said plate to function while at the
same time checking such excessive movement
as would tend to so distort the plate that it
would not function properly as a holding
shoulder for the interengaging part. Now
turning to the face plate 2, which carries the
aforesaid interengaging part. It will be ¢b-
served that the forward edge of this plate 2
is bent back to form a lip or locking shoul-
der 10, which interlocks with the shoulder 7
when the parts are forced together. The
bend which forms the Interengaging part 10
1s so shaped at its front edge that it may be
casily entered through the normally narrow
space between the edge of the lip 7 and the
Lack of the plate 1. When the lip 10 is
forced entirely through this space the plate
{i springs into the position shown in Iig. 2,
wherein the two parts of the buckle will be
locked together.

To disengage the two parts of the buckle
the same are buckled backwardly, as shown
in Fig. 8, the plate 2 turning on the edge of
lip 7, the spring plate 6 yielding sufficiently
to permit the shoulder 10 to be disengaged
from the lip 7, as shown in Fig. 3. If an at-
terapt were made to separate the parts by
buckling the same in a direction opposite to
that indicated in Fig. 3, the stops 9—9 oper-
ate to prevent that greater degree of move-
ment of the spring plate 6 necessary to such
disengagement which, if not prevented,
would tend to strain the spring plate abnor-
mally, and probably so weaken or deform it
&5 to render it ineffective theveafter. Tt will
therefore be seen that the construction
guards against any attempt to improperly
operate the buckle which if indulged in
would quickly destroy its effectiveness. The
stops 8 further cperate to prevent the edge
of plate 2 from being pushed too far into the
space between the plate 1 and spring plate
6 as might otherwise occur if the plates were
not brought together squarely.

What I claim is:

1. In 2 buckle of the character described,
two plates, a. spring plate secured to one of
sald plates, and located wholly to the rear
thereof, said spring plate having its forward
edge free, an interlocking shoulder at the
free edge of said spring plate, an interlock-
ing shoulder on the other plate adapted to
be passed between the interlocking shoulder
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cn the spring plate and the adjacent rear
surface of the plate carrying the same for
interlocking engagement, and means for lim-
iting the outward range of movement of. the
free edge of the spring plate.

2. In a buckle of the character described,
two plates, a spring plate secured to one.of
said plates and located wholly to the rear
thereot, said spring plate having its forward
edge fiee, an interlocking shoulder at the
free edge of said spring plate, an interlock-

1,569,088

ing shoulder on the other platé adapted to
be passed between the interlocking shoulder
on the spring plate and the adjacent rear
surface . of the plate carrying the same for
interlocking engagement, and means for lim-
iting the range of movement of the free edge
of the spring plate. in both directions, said
means including a stop carried by the last

mentioned plate and a stop carried by the 20

spring plate.
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