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The invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in a dispensing can which is par 
ticularly adapted for dispensing a measured 
annount of powdered material. 
An object of the invention is to provide a dis 

pensing can of the above type having a measur 
ing compartment therein with an opening lead 
ing to the interior of the can whereby the con 
tents thereof may be directed into the measuring 
compartment, and also an opening leading to 
the exterior of the can whereby it may be dis 
charged therefron. w 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a can of the above type with a closure-for alter 
nately closing and uncovering said openings, so 
that when the exterior opening is uncovered, 
the interior opening is closed. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a closure for the interior opening which 
removes the surplus material from the measur 
ing compartment so as to leave a measured 
amount therein. 
These and other objectS Will in part be ob 

vious and will in part be hereinafter more fully 
disclosed. 

In the drawing Which shows by Way of illus 
tration one embodiment of the invention 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a can embodying 
the improvements, with the closure for the dis 
pensing opening in position for covering the 
Opening; - 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the closure 
moved so as to uncover the opening; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2, and - 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2. . . . 
The invention is directed to a can for dispens 

ing powdered material in measured amounts. It 
includes a body portion having an end double 
seamed thereto and a top removably secured to 
the body portion for closing the same. Located 
in a wall of the can and preferably at the top is 
an opening through which the contents of the 
can may be dispensed. Immediately beneath 
the opening is a measuring compartment formed 
of metal shaped so as to provide a rear Wall, a 
bottom Wall, a front side half Wall, and end 
walls, which leaves an opening above the front 
wall leading from the compartment to the in 
terior of the can. This is to provide a means 
whereby the material may becaused to pass into 
the compartment by manipulating the can and 
Substantially filling the compartment. There is 
a closure for closing this opening above the front 

wall and for closing the opening in the can top, 
This closure is so formed that it operates alter 
nately to close the interior opening when the 
exterior opening in the top is fully uncovered, 
and likewise, it operates to close the exterior 
opening in the top when the interior opening 
above the front wall is uncovered. This closure 
for the interior opening performs another func 
tion. It removes the surplus material from the 
measuring compartment so as to leave a meas 
ured amount of material therein. In other 
words, by manipulating the can, a greater quan 
tity of material is placed in the compartment 
than is desired to be dispensed, and then When 

rial is removed, whatever it may be, leaving jus 
the right amount to be dispensed. . 

Referring more in detail to the drawing, the 
improved dispensing can consists of a body por 
tion 1 having a bottom end Secured thereto, by 
a double seam 2. The top end 3, as shown in the 
drawing, has a depending flange 4 fitting over 
the outer wall of the can and making fric 
tional engagement "therewith. The manner of 
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this interior opening is closed, the surplus mate- 70 

75 

securing the top to the can may be varied, and 80 
the present form is purely for illustrating the 
usual type of can to which the invention has 
been applied. One wall of the can, and prefer 
ably the top Wall 3, as shown in the drawing, is 
provided with an opening 5. Located beneath 85 
this opening 5 is a measuring compartment con 
sisting of a rear wall 6, a bottom portion 7 and 
a half front wall 8. By a half front wall is meant 
a Wall which terminates so as to leave an open 
ing therebetween, which opening is indicated at 90 
9 in Fig. 3 of the drawing. This measuring com 
partment is also provided with side Walls 10, 10. 
The side walls and the rear wall are each pro 
vided with a flange 11. These flanges make con 
tact with the top 3 on the under face thereof, 95 
and are secured in any suitable way, preferably 
by solder bonding the same to the inner face of 
the can top. The measuring compartment is 
practically of the same horizontal cross sectional 
area, as the opening 5 in the can top. This meaS 
uring compartment is preferably made of sheet 
metal. The side walls are formed integral with 
the rear wall and project beyond the front Wall 
at the upper end of the compartment. The bot 
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tom portion 7 and front wall 8 are formed from 0 
a strip that is bent to the proper shape and 
placed between the side walls, preferably secured 
thereto along its edges by Solder bonding. The 
opening 9 is of approximately the same dimen 
Sions. 
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A closure 12 is provided for the opening 5. This 
closure 12 makes sliding contact with the outer 
face of the can top and is preferably Secured for 
sliding engagement therewith by lugs 13, 13 and 
14, 14 struck up from the can top and placed SO 
as to overlie the closure. A portion of the rear 
edge of the closure is rolled into a bead 15 which 
serves as a fingerhold for moving the slide. The 
front end of the slide is bent downwardly and 
inwardly and thence again downwardly, so as to 
provide a cover 16 for the opening 9. The pur 
pose of bending the slide inwardly is to provide 
a projecting portion 17 which may be offset suffi 
ciently to slide over the top of the cover and thus 
more completely cover the opening. 5. It is noted 
that the closure is of greater width than the 
length of the opening, so that when the closure 
is in the position shown in Fig. 1, or in the posi 
tion shown in broken lines in Fig. 3, the opening 
will be completely closed. The depending cover 
16 for the opening 9 is of slightly greater depth 
than the opening 9, so that when the closure is 
moved to uncover the opening 5, this cover por 
tion 16 will contact with the inner face of the 
wall 8. - 
When it is desired to fill the measuring com 

partment, the closure is moved to the position 
shown in broken lines in Fig. 3. This closes the opening 5 and opens the opening 9. By turning 
the can bottom-side-up or on its side, the con 
tents of the can may be caused to pass through 
the opening 9 and into the measuring compart 
ment. The contents will fill the compartment 
above tha edge of the wall 8, when it is righted, 
and then the closure is moved to the full open 
position. At this time, the depending cover 16 
will force all of the surplus material in the com 
partment back through the opening 9 with which 
it can make contact, and this will leave the 
measuring compartment filled with material sub 
stantially to the level indicated by the broken 
lines a -a. At the same time that this opening 
9 is closed, the opening 5 is uncovered. The can 
can now be inverted and the contents of the measuring chamber dispensed through the open 
ing 5, without any of the contents of the can passing out through the opening, except that 
which is in the measuring compartment. The 
closing of the opening 9 prevents any escape of 
the material, except that which has been placed 
in the measuring compartment, and therefore, 
a measured amount of the contents of the can is dispensed. 
It is obvious that changes in the details of con struction and the arrangement of the parts may 

be made without departing from the spirit of the 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

I Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A dispensing can comprising a can top hav 
ing an exterior opening therethrough, a measur 
ing compartment secured to said can top at the 
inner face thereof and directly beneath said 
opening, said compartment having an interior 
opening in one of its side walls, a closure at 
tached to the can top for covering the opening 
therein, said closure having a depending mem 

1,933,448 
ber serving as a cover for the interior opening, 
said depending cover member being disposed on 
said closure so as to cover the interior opening 
when the exterior opening is uncovered. 

2. A dispensing can comprising a can top hav 
ing an exterior opening therethrough, a measur 
ing compartment secured to said can top at the 
inner face, thereof and directly beneath Said 
opening, said compartment, having an interior 
opening in one of its side walls, a closure at 
tached to the can top for covering the opening 
therein, a cover for said interior opening, said 
cover being movable across the measuring con 
partment so as to remove surplus material there 
from, leaving a measured amount therein when 
said cover is moved to closed position. 

3. A dispensing can comprising a can top hav 
ing an exterior opening therethrough, a measur 
ing coripartment secured to said can top at the 
inner face thereof and directly beneath said 
opening, said compartment having an interior 
opening in one of its side walls, a closure at 
tached to the can top for covering the opening 
therein, said closure having a depending member 
Serving as a cover for the interior opening, said 
cover being movable across the measuring com 
partment for removing the surplus material 
therefrom, leaving a measured amount therein 
when said cover is moved to closed position. 

4. A dispensing can comprising a can top hav 
ing an exterior opening therethrough, a measur 
ing compartment secured to said can top at the 
inner face thereof and directly beneath said opening, said compartment having an interior 
opening in one of its side walls, a closure attached 
to the can top for covering the opening therein, 
said closure having a depending member car 
ried thereby and spaced from the end of the clo 
Sure so that said depending member may extend 
into the opening and the closure be moved so 
as to overlie the can top all the way around 
the opening therein, said depending member 
serving as a cover for the interior opening when 
said closure is moved so as to uncover said ex terior opening. 

5. A dispensing can comprising a can top hav 
ing an exterior opening therethrough, a measur 
ing compartment secured to said can top at the 
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inner face thereof and directly beneath said . 
opening, said compartment having an interior 
Opening in One of its side Walls, a closure at 
tached to the can top for covering the opening 
therein, said closure having a depending mem 
ber carried thereby and spaced from the end of 
the closure so that said depending member may 
extend into the opening and the closure be moved 
so as to overlie the can top all the way around 
the opening therein, said depending inember 
serving as a cover for the interior opening when 
said closure is moved so as to uncover said ex 
terior opening, said depending cover member be 
ing movable across said compartment when 
moved to closed position for removing the sur 
plus material in the measuring conpartment, 
leaving a measured amount therein when said 
cover is moved to closed position. 

FREDERICK A. PRAHL. 
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