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Elements and Compounds

Elements arc substances that cannot be separated into simpler substances. Salt is
made up of the elements sodium and chloride. Water is made up of the clements
hydrogen and oxygen.

The smallest particles of matter are called atoms. If you continually cut up a piece of
any matter, you will reach a point that you could no longer divide it. These are atoms.
of that matter. An atom is the smallest particle of an lement that has the properties of
that element. Each element has its own type of properties.

Chemists use symbols 1o represent elements.
Compounds

A compound is a substance formed when two or more clements arc chemically
joined. Water, salt, and sugar are examples of compounds. When the elements are
joined, the atoms lose their individual properties and have different properties from
the clements they are composed of.
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