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off somewhat in themanner shown in Fig. 4. Finally the 
hematocrit tube H and closure element 4 are tapped 
lightly against the table or other similar flat Surface 
with a gentle tapping action and the tapered plug mem 
ber is driven Snugly up into the bore of the hematocrit 
tube Hsubstantiallyas shown in Fig. 5. 
The closed hematocrit tube H can then be placed in 

a centrifuge and whirled in the conventional manner to 
effect a separation between the red corpuscles and the 
plasma. When the separation has been completed, the 
hematocrit tube H is removed from the centrifuge and 
measured in the usual manner. Since the closure ele 
ment 4 is an accurately molded part, the distance be 
tween the downwardly presented end face of the bottom 
wall 6 and the top surface of the round-pointed tip 10 
will always be Substantially the same, within very close 
limits of tolerance. Consequently, the columnar measure 
ments of the hematocrit can always be made accurately 
and precisely. 

If desired, it is possible to provide a closure-cluster B 
as shown in Fig. 6 and formed of the same type of ma 
terials as the previously described closure-cluster A. The 
closure-cluster B, however, comprises a plurality of 
closure-elements 11 each integrally including a cylindrical 
wall 12 and a bottom wall 13 defining a tubular recess 
14 having an interior wali face 15 which is of somewhat 
“hour-glassº shape as shown in Fig. 7. Molded con 
centrically with and projecting upwardly from the bottom 
wall 13 is a rather broad-based conical plug-member 16. 
It will be noted that the interior wall face 15 does not 
quite touch the plug-member 16 but guides the hematocrit 
tube securely thereon. 

It is also possible to provide a further modified form 
of closure-cluster C as shown in Fig. 8 and formed of 
the Same type of material as the previously described 
closure-cluster A. The closure-cluster C, however, com 
prises a plurality of closure elements 17 each integrally 
including a cylindrical bottom member 18 having a flat 
annular face 19 and a concentric upwardly projecting 
tapered plug-element 20. At its upper end the plug 
member 29 is integrally provided with a short rod-like 
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guide means 21 which is rounded offat its extremity and 
is of uniform circular cross-sectional shape and is smaller 
in diametral size than the bore of a hematocrit tube. 
It has been found that this rod-like guide means 21 can 
be readily threaded into the bore of the hematocrit tube 
and will guide the plug-member 20 into Securely seated 
position. The plug-member 20, as well as the previously 
described plug-members 16 and 9, will form a standard 
bottom reference surface from which measurements can 
be accurately and reproducibly made. 

It should be understood that changes and modifica 
tions in the form, construction, arrangement, and com 
bination of the several parts of the hematocrit tube 
closure may be made and substituted for those herein 
shown and described without departing from the nature 
andprinciple of our invention. 

Having thus described our invention, what we claim 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A closure for hematocrit tubes and similar Small gauge 

tubing, which closure comprises a unitary cup-like mem 
ber formed of a resilient rubbery material and provided 
with an arcuate internal wall adapted to fit snugly around 
an open end of the tubing, said cup-like member having 
a transverse bottom wall adapted for spaced end-wise 
disposition across the open end of the tubing, and a 
conical plug-forming element projecting upwardly from 
the bottom wall of the cup for tight-fitting disposition 
throughout a substantial portion of its length within the 
bore of the tubing, said element being deformable so as 
to conform to the contour of the bore. 
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