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So 

Beitknown that I, GUSTAVUSA. PADDOCK, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Beaverdam, in the county of Dodge and State 

5 of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Buckle-Shields, of 
which the following is a specification. 
Myinvention relates more especially to that 

class of shields applied to buckles used for 
uniting the Cross-lines of double harness, al 
though my invention may obviously be ap 
plied to similar buckles used for other pur 
poses. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

form of shield which may be readily inter 
locked with the buckle at the heel or pintle 
bar thereof and which will coöperate with 
the straps secured by the buckle in such a 
manner that each will aid in retaining the 
other in position, regard being had for sim 
plicity of structure and design, whereby the 
shield may be formed of cast or stamped 
metal and all machine-work thereon avoided. 
In the following description reference is had 

to the accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a top view of a buckle with my 

improved shield applied thereto as it ap 
pears when in use. Figs. 2 and 3 are longi 
tudinal sectional and side views of the same, 
respectively, Fig. 2 being drawn on a line. 
parallel with and at one side of the buckle 
tongue. Fig. 4 is a top view of the buckle 
to which the shield is applied. 
Like parts are identified by the same ref 

erence-letters throughout the several views. 
In the drawings, F represents the buckle 

frame; G, the pintle-bar or heel thereof; H, 
the tongue, and JJ brackets or side stops 
which serve as guides for the strap E. 
I is the strap on which the buckle is located 

and to which it is usually permanently at 
tached, this strap passing around the pintle 
bar G, as best shown in Fig. 2. 

Referring to the shield, it will be observed 
that at its front end it is constructed in the 
ordinary manner, with a buckle-cover A, pro 
vided with downwardly-extending arms, con 
nected by the cross-bar D, the strap E being 
passed between the cross-bar D and cover 
portion A, as also best shown in Fig. 2. At 
its rear end the shield is provided with side 
bars B, having lugs B", adapted to engage 

the upper surface of the frame of the buckle. 
The side bars B are also formed with a down 
wardly-extending loop, in which when the 
shield is in position the pintle-bar G of the 
buckle is adapted to rest, with the rear ends 
of the bar B extended upwardly in the rear 
of the pintle-bar and united by a cross-bar C. 
The latter when the straps are in place is 
located above the strap I, and the strap E 
may also be passed underneath the bar C, if 
desired. With this construction it will be 
observed that when the straps are removed 
the shield may be readily engaged with or 
disengaged from the buckle. 
When the shield is adjusted to the buckle 

and the strap I is in position, the parts are 
held together by the interlocking engage 
ment of the lugs B" on the upper surface of 
the buckle-frame, the looped nortions of the 
bar B on the under surface of the pintle-bar 
G, and the cross-bar C, located above the 
strap I in the rear of the pintle-bar. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

55 

75 

1. A buckle - shield detachable from the 
buckle, comprising a cover-plate formed at one 
end with a strap-engaging portion, and at the 
other end with arms adapted to interlock 
with the buckle at the heel thereof. 

2. A buckle - shield detachable from the 
buckle, comprising a cover-plate; oppositely 
projecting strap-engaging portions; and in 
terlocking bearings for the pintle-bar of the 
buckle. 

3. A buckle - shield, comprising a cover 
plate; a downwardly-projecting strap-engag 
ing portion at its front end; rearwardly-pro 
jecting arms provided with downwardly-ex 
tending loops adapted to receive the pintle 
bar of the buckle; and a cross-bar connect 
ing said arms above, and in the rear of, said pintle-bar. 

4. A buckle-shield, provided with strap 
engaging portions at each end thereof; and 
interlocking bearings adapted to hold the 
shield and the buckle together when the ad 
justable strap is disengaged. 

5. A buckle - shield comprising a plate 
adapted to cover the point of the buckle 
tongue; and oppositely-projecting strap-en 
gaging portions, each of said portions form 
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ing a closed loop, the side bars of the rear to engage both the stationary and the adjust 
loop being adapted to pass the edges of both 
straps and to rest against the rear bar of the 
buckle. 

6. A buckle-shield detachable from the 
buckle, comprising a cover for the point of 
the buckle-tongue and a continuous closed 
loop at each end, the rear loop being adapted 

able strap, the side bars of said rear loop be- Io 
ing adapted to fit against the pintle-bar of 
the buckle. 

GUSTAWUS A. PADDOCK. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY E. DAVIS, 
THOMAS L. NEWTON. 


