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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in maternity garments and the pri-
mary object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a maternity skirt having a plurality of
pleated panels facilitating comfortable position-
ing of the skirt about the waist of a user.

Another important object of the present in-
vention is to provide a maternity skirt including
a group of pleated sections which are disposed
at selected areas of the skirt and an adjustable
drawstring waist band for selectively adjusting
the circumference of the skirt.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a maternity skirt that is quickly and
readily adjusted by a user in a convenient man-
ner and which is extremely comfortable in use.

A still further aim of the present invention is
to provide a maternity skirt that is simple and
practical in construction, strong and durable in
use, neat and attractive in appearance, relatively
inexpensive to manufacture, and otherwise well
adapted for the purposes for which the same is
intended.

Other objects and advantages reside in the de-
tails of construction and operation as more fully
hereinafter described and claimed, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings form-
ing part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to
like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present
maternity skirt looking at the front thereof;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the present
maternity skirt looking at the rear thereof;

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on the plane of broken section line
3—3 of Figure 1;

TFigure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational
view of the rear portion of the present skirt look-
ing from the inside; and,

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on the plane of section line §—38 of
Figure 4.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where-
in for the purposes of illustration, there is dis-
closed 2 preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the numeral {9 represents a skirt of
any suitable material having an upper edge or
waist portion 12.

Extending downwardly from the upper edge {2
of the skirt 10, there is a forward preferably
arcuate opening to the edges 14 of which are se-
cured by stitching or the like 16 the straight side
edeges 18 and arcuate lower edge 29 of a pleated
forward panel 22, as shown hest in Figure 3 of
the drawings.
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A rear arcuate opening is also formed in the
rear portion of the skirt i3 and extends down-
wardly from the upper edge 12 with the edge 24
of the opening secured by stitching or the like 28
to the straight side edges 28 and arcuate lower
edge 38 of a pleated rear panel 32.

sSecured by stitching or the like 34 to the inner
face of the skirt §9 at the upper edge {2 of the
skirt, is a pair of straps 36 and 38, the forward
ends 48 and 42 of which terminate adjacent the
forward pleated panel 22 and the rear terminals
&4 and 45 of which overlap each other and are
removably secured together by hocks 48 and
eyes §0. .

Mounted in a usual casing under the straps 36
and 38, is a pair of draw strings 52 and §4 that
slidably extend through apertures in the pleats
of the forward pleated panel 22 and the rear
pleated panel 32. The forward ends of these
draw strings and rear ends of these draw strings
are tied together at substantially the cenfer of
the forward panel 22 and rear panel 32.

Although disclosed in the drawings, the pleated
panels 22 and 32 are formed of a yarn material,
the same could be constructed of an elastic or
resilient material without deviating from the
scope of the present invention.

Obviously, a suitable number of openings and
pleated panels may be applied to the skirt at
selected areas to further add to the adjustability
of the present skirt.

Having described
claimed as new is:

1. A maternity garment comprising a skirt in-
cluding an upper waist-receiving end, said skirt
having a forward vertical opening and a rear
vertical opening, said openings extending down-
wardly through the waist receiving end of said .
skirt, a forward panel secured along its marginal
edge to the edges of the skirt defining the for-
ward opening, said forward panel including a
plurality of vertical pleats, a rear panel secured
along its marginal edge to the edges of the skirt
defining the rear opening, said rear panel in-
cluding a plurality of vertical pleats, a drawstring
carried by the upper end of the skirt extending
through the pleats of both panels for selectively
adjusting the circumierence of the skirt, a pair
of straps secured to the inner surface of the skirt
adjacent the upper waist-engaging end and over-
lying vortions of the drawstring, said straps hav-
ing forward and rear end portions, the forward
end portions of said straps terminating adjacent
the forward panel, the rear end portion of one
of said straps extending across the rear panel,
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3
and fastening means securing the rear end por-
tions of said straps together, said pleated panels
being considerably wider than the width of the
openings when the pleats are removed to permit
the waist-receiving end of said skirt to be en-
larged.

2. A maternity garment comprising a skirt in-
cluding a waist portion having an upper edge,
said skirt having a forward elongated vertical
opening and a rear elongated vertical opening,
said openings extending downwardly through the
upper edge of the waist portion, a forward panel
of a width considerably wider than the forward
opening secured to the skirt in registry with the
forward opening, said forward panel having a
plurality of vertical pleats, a rear panel of a
width considerably wider than the rear opening
secured to the skirt in registry with the rear
opening, said panels including upper edges flush
with the upper edge of the waist portion, said
rear panel also including a plurality of vertical
pleats, a drawstring extending through the pleats
of both panels adjacent and below the upper
edges of the panels, and a pair of straps secured
to the inner surface of said waist portion and
including forward spaced ends terminating ad-
jacent the forward panel, one of said straps
having a rear end terminating adjacent the vear
panel, the other of said straps having a rear end
extending horizontally across the inner face of
said rear panel, and means detachably connect-
ing the rear ends of said straps together.

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein the
ends of said drawstring are tied in registry with
and exteriorly of the rear panel.

4. A maternity garment comprising a skirt
having an upper waist embracing end and for-
ward and rear portions, each .of said forward
and rear portions having a vertical cpening
therein extending completely through the waist
embracing end of said skirt, a forward pleated
banel secured to the rear portion across the open-
ing in the rear portion, a forward pleated panel
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secured to the forward portion across the open-
ing in said forward portion, g pair of straps se-
cured to the inner face of said upper waist em-
bracing end and having forward and rear ends,
the rear ends of said straps being located ad-
jacent the rear panel, interconnecting means be-
tween the rear ends of said straps and extend-
ing across the rear panel, and g drawstring ex-
tending through the pleats of said panels, said
pleated panels being considerably wider than the
width of the openings when the pleated panels
are stretched flat, to permit enlargement of the

‘waist embracing end of said skirt.

5. A maternity garment comprising a skirt
having an upper waist embracing end and for-
ward and rear portions, each of said forward
and rear portions having a vertical opening
therein extending completely through the waist
embracing end of said skirt, a forward pleated
panel secured to the rear portion across the
opening in the rear portion, a forward pleated
panel secured to the forward portion across the
cpening in said forward portion, a pair of straps
secured to the inner face of said upper waist em-
bracing end and having forward and rear ends,
the forward ends of said straps terminating ad-
jacent the forward panel, the rear end of one of
said straps extending transversely across the rear
panel and overlapping the rear end of the other
strap, and interconnecting means between the
rear ends of said straps.
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