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This invention relates to means employed
for clamping lids or covers to receptacles.

More particularly the invention pertains
to a clamp hingedly attached to a receptacle
and used to clamp the lid or cover of such
receptacle in air tight manner.

‘The whole object of the invention is to
provide a clamp including a threaded mem-
ber hinged to a receptacle and provided with
a lid-clamping member so fashioned and so

‘related to said member as to be maintained
in position for quick application to the lid
and which cannot become disarranged on
said member.

As an aid to the understanding of the in-
vention we have provided the appended
drawing wherein—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of part of
a receptacle and its lid showing the applica-
tion of our invention thereto, and

Figure 2 shows a clamping portion in per-
spective;

Part of a receptacle is denoted at 1 to-
gether with a 1id which, in this instance in-

5 cludes a marginal flange 2 provided with a

channel, and has a depressed central zone 3.
That is to say, the said flange overhangs the
top edge of the wall of the receptacle 1 and
may receive in the channel thereof a packing
ring or gasket 4 for providing an air tight
joint and for retaining pressures that may
be set up in said receptacle, the central zone
3 of the lid or cover being depressed or placed
lower than the channel of said portion 2 to

5 better accommodate the: clamp now to be

described. ‘

Affixed to the outer side of the wall of the

receptacle at two or more places, but one.of
which places is shown, is an ear 5 to.which
is ‘pivotally attached in any desired manner
one end of a member 6 which may be thread-
ed, or otherwise provided, for retaining a nut
or other type of securing means as 10.
Slidable on the member 6 is a clamping

5 portion which may be of formed sheet metal,

for example, having substantially the form
of a U.the limbs or extensions of which are
of unequal length as 7, 8 each having an
opening placed 1n alignment and being suffi-
ciently large to permit such portion to freely

slide along the said member 6. In the pres;

ent instance the. extension 7, which is longest, -

is bent at 7’ in the direction of the plane of
the short extension -8 arnd -as mounted. upon

the member 6, according to the drawing, ex-

tends over the flange 2 toward the depressed
central zone. 8 of said lid. "In this instance
a wing nut before referred to as 10 has en-
gagement with the member 6 and is adapted
to bear upon the extension 7.

It is clear that when assembled as shown
the wing nut when carried against the mem-
ber 7, 8 will force the extension 7 upon the
flange 2 compressing the gasket resulting in
an air tight joint, or one more or less perfect,
according to the pressure applied. . Since
bent extension 7’ engages down behind: the
said flange ‘2 it must be at once evident that
the member 7, 8 cannot turn on the member:6
irrespective of the amount of friction de-
veloped between the latter and said wing
nut. S R .
~The advantage in the construction of the
clamp, by itself considered is that due to the
fact. that the member 7, 8 is a - one piece struc-
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ture and that its extensions engage the mem-

ber 6 at spaced positions it is maintained in.a
plane at right angles to the longest axis of
said member and is always ready for imme-
diate engagement over the flange 2 when
swung with:the said member 6 upwardly to
the position shown in the drawing. - It 1s to

_be seen that the member 7, 8, in other words,

retains the same position with respect to the

member. 6 at all times except, of course, a

rotary movement thereon.:

Some teceptacle covers include bifurcated
ears projecting therefrom  to receive a
threaded rod hinged on ‘the receptacle wall

and provided with a wing-nut for clamping -4

purposes and it is necessary in the use of
such a structure to shift the cover to a posi-
tion in which the ears can be aligned prop-
erly with the rods before the clamping action

can be proceeded with.. The purpose of our

device is that a clamping member such as 7, 8
can be'placed on a threaded rod of any recep-

tacle and used for clamping the cover without

respect to whether or not the latter is pro-
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As supplied as an article of sale in connection
with the member 6, therefore, it is readily
applicable to any receptacle. In addition,
since the member 6 is attached to the recepta-
cle and the clamping member is retained by
the nut the whole is a unitary structure,
there being no chance of separation from the
receptacle to be lost or mislaid.

The extension 7 is of such length as to pro-

vide a full bearing for the wing nut and to
permit it to engage over the flange 2, span-
ning the distance between the latter and the
member 6, while the short extension 8 is of
such length only as to receive its hole 9 for
the reception therethrough of the said mem-
ber 6. .
- The spaced extension 7, 8 prevent tipping
of the structure upon the flange 2 which acts
as a fulerum when the wing nut is screwed
down. Stated in another way the extension
8 abuts the member 6 within the opening 9
thus maintaining the operating position of
the entire structure. '

We claim: :

The combination with a receptacle and a lid
or cover arranged to be clamped upon the
open side thereof, of a unitary clamping de-
vice comprising a threaded member hingedly
attached at one end to the side wall of the
receptacle, and a U-shaped member having
an opening in both of its extremities both of
which receive the threaded member there-
through, one of the extensions of the U-
shaped member being longer than the other,
extending beyond the same and adapted to
engage upon the margin of said lid or cover,
and a clamping nut on the threaded member
adapted to engage the long extremity forcing
the same upon the lid or cover, the short
extremity abutting within the opening there-
of against the threaded member in the clamp-
ing action. '

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures.
HENRY G. KUCK.
THEODORE J. ABELE.



