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ision it may concern: 
e it: known that I, FRED W. Cook, a 

of the United States, residing at 
he county of Denver and State 
have invented new and useful 
- *-Telephone-Mufflers, of 

viing is a specification. 
invention provides a device to 

Smitter of telephones for 
and preventing any one 
to the instrument from 

Nternal sound so that the 
listinctness. - - - 

tion provides an article of the 
foresaid which may be detach ably fitted to the average telephone transmit 

20 terland, which may be conveniently carried a person using a public 
ent any one from learn 

placés, where booths are 

instruction and combination 
ceinafter will be more par 

ticularly set forth illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, and pointed out in the 
appended claims. . . . . . . . 

Referring to the drawings, forming a part of the application, Figure is a central on 

30 

gitudinal section of a muffler for telephone 
35 transmitters embodying the invention. Fig. 

2 is a front view thereof. Fig. 3 is a rear 
view of the attachment. Fig. 4 is a view 
similar to Fig. 1 of a modification in which 
the muffler is constructed to be collapsed. 

40 Fig. 5 is a view of the modification in col 
lapsed form and shown applied to the trans 
mitter of a telephone. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description, and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings, by the same 
reference characters. 
The muffler comprises inner and outer 

45 

shells 1 and 2, which are spaced apart and of 
tapered form in their length, a mouth-piece 
3 at the smaller end of the body, and a plate 
4 at the larger end of the body, the shells 1 
and 2 being connected at their ends to the 
parts 3 and 4 in any substantial way. 
The mouth-piece 3 may be of any construc 

tion to insure a close fit between the lips of 
the person sing the instrument and the 

5 5 

tion of the person send 
hessage and at the same." 

coiiminication may hearthe. 

the message transhitted. 
not 

onsists of the novel fea 
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device So as to confine the sound and at the 
Same time prevent external noise from inter 
fering with clear and distinct transmission. 
In the event of the mouth-piece 3 being con 
structed of solid material, such as celluloid, 

; Vulcanite, metal or the like, it is preferred 
to provide the outer edge with a rubber 
binding 5... which is yieldable, thereby in 
suring a close fit between the lips of a person 
using the instrument and the mouth-piece. . 
The back plate 4 may be of metal or other 

rigid material and is provided with a cen 
trally disposed opening to receive the head 
of the transmitter. A collar 5 is secured to 
the back plate 4 and extends forwardly 
there from in line with the opening and is 
provided at its forward end with an inner 
flange 6 designed fo engage the front of the 
telephone headt and limit the rearward move 
ment of the attachment when placed in po 
sition thereon. - - 

*Spring clips 7 are secured to the back por 
tion of the attachment for retaining the 
same upon the telephone when the attach 
ment is placed in proper position thereon. 
The spring clips 7 may be of any construc 
tion and attached to the back portion of the 
device in any manner. As shown the spring 
clips are substantially of L-form and their 
inner ends are secured by rivets to the an 
nular flange 6. , 

It is to be understood that the parts are to 
be covered so as to prevent injury to the in 
strument when placing the attachment in 
position or removing it therefrom. 
The shells 1 and 2 are spaced apart so as 

to inclose an air space, thereby preventing 
external noise being transmitted to the in 
terior space, and interfering with distinct 
articulation when using the attachment dur 
ing transmission of a message. 
The outer portion of the back plate. 4 is 

perforated, as indicated at 8, and the rear 
portion of the inner shell 1 is perforated, as 
shown at 9, thereby providing for respira 
tion when using the device so that it will not 
be necessary for the person using the instru 
ment to remove the lips from the mouth 
piece in order to breathe freely. 
In the modification shown in Figs. 4 and 

5 the shells 1 and 2 are constructed of flexi 
ble material, such as textile, thereby en 
abling the device to be collapsed so as to be 
conveniently carried in the pocket or to be 
out of the way when using the telephone 
transmittar in the ordinary way. To hold 
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the shells 1 and 2 extended a helical spring 

O 
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10 is located in the space formed between 
the shells and may be connected at its ends to respectively the mouth-piece 3 and the 
plate 4. The spring 10 is of conical form to 
approximate the tapered shape of the body 
of the device. Spring catches 11 extend for 
Wardly from the flange 6 and are adapted to 
engage the mouth-piece 3 and hold the de 
vice in collapsed form, as indicated most clearly in Fig. 5. The catches 11 preferably 
form a part of the spring clips 7. 
The attachment acts in the capacity of a 

muffler to confine the sound when transmit 
ting a message and also serves to cut off ex 
ternal noise and prevent confusion in the 
reception of a communication, thereby facili 
tating both the transmitting of a communi 
cation and the receiving of the same. In the 
construction shown in Fig. 1 the shells 1 
and 2 are of relatively rigid material, such 
as sheet metal, thereby resulting in the pro 
vision of an attachment or muffler having a 
rigid body, whereas in the construction 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5 the shells 1 and 2 
being flexible results in supplying an at 
tachment having a collapsible body, which 
may be reduced to a compact form to be con 
veniently carried in the pocket for individ 
ual use. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the advantages of the construction, and of 
the method of operation will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art to which 
the invention appertains, and while I have 
described the principle of operation of the 
invention, together with the device which I 
now consider to be the embodiment thereof, 
I desire to have it understood that the device 
shown is merely illustrative, and that such 
changes may be made when desired as are 
within the scope of the claims appended 
hereto. 

990,527 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed as new, is:- . . . 

1. A telephone attachment of the charac 
ter specified comprising a hollow body pro 
vided at one end with a mouth-piece and 
having its opposite end provided with a 
plate in which an opening is formed for re 
ceiving the telephone instrument, a collar 
extended forwardly from the said plate in 
line with the opening thereof, a flange at the 
forward end of said collar, and spring clips 
attached to the rear portion of the device for Securing the same in place upon the instru 
ment. 

ter specified comprising a collapsible body 
having a mouth-piece at one end and secur 
ing means at the opposite end for fastening 
the same. upon the telephone instrument 
when fitted thereto, and means for holding 
opposite end portions of the device when. 
collapsed. w 

3. A telephone attachment consisting of a 
hollow body comprising inner and outer 
spaced shells having a mouth-piece at one 
end and having a chambered portion at its 
opposite end to receive the instrument, and 
having a plurality of small openings in the 
rear portions of the shells substantially in 
the plane of the chambered portion receiv 
ing the instrument. 

4. A telephone attachment consisting of a 
collapsible body provided at one end of the 
mouth-piece and adapted to have its opposite 
end receive the instrument, a spring nor 
mally exerting a force to hold the body ex 
tended, and means for holding the body col 
lapsed against the tension of said spring. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
FRED W. COOK. 

Witnesses: w 

C. A. LAUD, 
CHARLEs A. KTZMILLER. 
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