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The present invention relates to an attach-
ment for paint cans and more particularly to
one adapted to receive and retain paint brushes
and hold the same in an accessible position.
The device is more particularly designed to en-
gage a standard gallon paint can, or it can
he adapted to engage any other suitable paint
can or solvent container,

The principal object is to provide for the use
of painters a device for holding or storing a
number of paint brushes which have been used
and are saturated with paiant, the brushes being
suspended in an open top container; preferably
a solvent container, in order to prevent harden-
ing of the paint on the brushes while the latter
are in storage.

Another object of the invention is to provide
additional paint brush holding means outside of
the first named holding means and adapted to
suspend the paint brushes beyond the outer wall
of the container.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
that appear as the description proceeds, the in-
vention resides in the combination and arrange-
ment of parts and in the details of construction
nereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawing accompanying this specification
and forming a part fhereof, the preferred em-
bodiment of my invention is illusfrated. .

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved paint
brush holder; Fig. 2 iz an clevation showing the
flange or lip for engaging the top of a paint can
or a can containing a suitable paint solvent; Fig.
3 is g plan view of a modification; Fig, 4 is an
isometric view of the device in gperative engage~
ment with an open top container for paint or
paint sclvents; and Fig. 5 is another modification
of the device illustrating additional paint brush
holding means for holding or suspending brushes
hoth in and outside of the container.

Referring more specifically to the drawings, |
represents an annular ring of thin sheet steel
or other suitable material having preferably sym-
metrically spaced cut-away recesses or notches 2,
in the annular member. In Figure 1, these
notches have sides 2’ diverging from the inner
circular edge 3 of annular member I, and end-
ing at the rear edges 4 of said notches. The rear
f each notch is located at a suffic’ent
'y of the cuter or peripheral edge
emhber { {0 leave a marginal area
will not cut through and
12 apace § within the
is circulay in shape and unre-
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tending into said space which could interfere
with paint brushes suspended in the noteches.
Fach notch 2 varies in width from its mouth 71
to its rear edge 4, in order that a paint brush
may be inseried in the notch, and the handle of
said brush 8 (Fig. 4) may be suspended in the
notch at some point along the length of the
nandle, which is wider than the distance across
the notch, as at 9—38, Fig. 4.

The annular ring 1 is provided with a depend-
ing flange or lip {8, which extends below said
ring, as illustrated in Fgs. 2 and 4. This lip 18
engages the can or container f{ for containing
paint or a suitable paint solvent, as shown in
Fig. 4, where the annular ring { is placed on top
of said container {4.

Referring to the modification, Fig. 38, the con-
struction is substantially the same as in Fig. 1,
except that the sidss 2’ of the notches converge
to the rear edge 4 of said notches instead of
diverging, as jn Fig. 1; thus, the mouth ¥ of the
noteh is wider than the distance across the notch
at the rear edge 4.

Referring to the modification, Fig. 5, this con-
struction illustrates a series of notches on the
inside of the ring {, and a second series of notches
cut into the outer peripheral area of the ring.
These latter notches are identified by reference
characters #2, and they may be either converg-
ing or diverging from a point of reference, as
in the case of Figs. 1 and 3. The purpose of this
construction is to provide a means for holding
brushes suspended in the container by the inner
series of notches, or by suspending the brushes
outside of the coniainer in the outer series of
notches, This construction is not strictly within
the definition of “annular,” as the outside perim-
eter of the member {, is not circular, although
the opening 8§, within the member {, is annular.

"The notches in the annular ring { may be of
different sizes in order to accommodate varying
widths of brush handles.

The lip 18, in modification, Fig. b, because of
the shape of the ring, may be divided into several

5 lips, {8’, shown in dotted lines.

In operation, the painter drops annular ring ¢
over the top of an open paint can or paint sol-
vent container 14, and inserts his brushes into
the notches, the lip {8 holding the ring in retain-
ing engagement with the can. In case the painter
desires to suspend the brushes in the paint can
itself to be ready for use, the paint will drip off
brushes into the paint in the can. However, in
case he is through painting he may drop the
paint holder over a can containing paint solvent
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and insert the brushes in the holder and sus-
pendad in the solvent, so that the paint will not
harden on the brushes.

In case the painter desires to relieve himself
temporarily of a brush while painting, he may,
at his option, insert the brush in one of the outer
notches {2 which overhangs the can, so that it
will just ke suspended in air; or, perhaps he may
wish to Iiold a dry brush in one of said notches
hefore he is ready to paint with it.

What I elaim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United Statesis:

A paint-brush holder for paint containers com-
prising a member having an inner circular open-

ing therein, a plurality of varying size notches 15 1,286,014

in the member extending outwardly from the
inner circular opening towards the outer periph-
ery of the holder, lips extending below the mem-

10

4

ber beyond said notches, said lips adapted to
engage a wall of the container, and a second
series of notches in the member beyond the wall
cf the container intermittently spaced around
the periphery of the holder and extending in-
wardly from said periphery.

JOHN COMFORT.
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