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To cell, tufton, it inctly conce77. 
Beit known that I, EDWARD H. WHEELER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Waterbury, in the county of New Haven 

5 and State of Connecticut, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Collar 
Buttons, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to new and useful im 

Io provements in metallic collar, cuff, or stud 
buttons, and especially to that class having 
pivotal extensible heads. 

It is one object of my invention to improve 
upon buttons of the above class by simplify 

15 ing and cheapening their construction and at 
the same time improving their efficiency and 
durability. 

It is further an object to provide a pivotal 
head which when straightened out for inser 
tion into a collar will be in direct line. With 
its post, thereby accommodating very narrow 
buttonholes, and, finally, to so construct said 
button that when its head is turned andlocked 
it will remain in said position until forcibly 

25 disengaged by the Wearer. - 
With the above objects in view my inven 

tion resides and consists in the novel construc 
tion and combination of parts shown upon the 
accompanying drawings, forming part of this 
specification, and upon which similar letters 
of reference denote like or corresponding 
parts throughout the several figures, and of 
which 

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of my 
35 button complete, the head of which is extended 

ready for insertion. Fig.2 shows a longitudi 
nal vertical section of the button. Fig. 3 is 
a similar sectional view, the head, however, 
being in a locked position. Fig. 4 is a verti 
cal cross-section taken at a right angle to Fig. 
2, the position of the parts agreeing with said 
figure. Fig. 5 is a central vertical sectional 
view showing the internal comstruction of the 
head. 

45 Referring to the characters of reference 
marked upon the drawings, A indicates the 
base, and B a hollow post thereon, which lat 
ter, as will be seen, is preferably oblong, hav 
ing a central tubular enlargement C. With 

5o in this post is vertically mounted a lateral 
yieldable U-shaped shank D, the upper ends 
of which are flared outward to receive the 

30 

body of the head E, and the extremities of 
saidshank are turned inward at a right angle, 
forming pivotal points F to engage correspond- 55 
ing bearings G and c within the opposite edges 
of the head aforesaid. In addition to said 
bearings I provide at either side thereof suit 
able sockets H, the corners of which are ap 
proximately square. By reason of the lateral 
elasticity of the U-shaped shank the vertical 
position of the ends of the same will readily 
close inward and drop into the sockets afore 
said when the head is turned at a right angle, 
as shown in Fig. 3, thereby firmly retaining 65 
said head in its locked position until released 
by the Wearer. 
As previously stated, the head of my but 

ton is extensible and is made so by reason of 
a shank which carries the head being slid- 7o 
ably mounted within the post B. Said shank 
is normally retained in a retracted position 
by means of a spiral spring I, mounted with 
in the barrel-shaped portion of the post, one 
end of which spring abuts against the lower 75 
portion of said shank, while the other is en 
gaged by a pin, prick-punch, or other suit 
able means. 
I prefer to construct the head of two con 

cave pieces of sheet metal a. a. and an inter 
nal piece b. The two outer edges of the latter 
are rolled up to form bearings C for the piv 
otal ends F of the shank D, as shown. (See 
Fig. 5.) 
The top edge of the post is preferably left 85 

slightly open to receive the bottom edge of 
the head when the same is extended for in 
sertion into a buttonhole, and the outer cor 
ners of said edges may be beveled, as shown, 
to insure free engagement, thereby obviating 
an objection of long standing. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that 

the operation of my button is substantially as 
follows: The user would draw out the shank 
and head and turn the latter upon its pivot 95 
into line with said shank. Said head then 
settles back into the post, whereupon the bot 
tom edge is forced in between the openings 
of the post, which latter firmly retains it 
against any independent movement. In this Ioo 
position the button may be inserted, and after 
the operation is completed the user simply 
draws the head outward from the position 
shown in Fig. 2 and turns it to a right angle 
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upon its pivot, whereupon the yieldableshank wardly-disposed ends, a spring to normally 30 
immediately closes, engaging the sockets H, 
thus firmly retaining the head in said locked 
position. . . 

I am aware that it is not broadly new to 
produce a button having an extensible head, 
and I do not lay claim, broadly, to this fea 
ture, but claim as my invention the construc 
tion and combination of parts, as will be re 
cited in the claims here to follow. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. The combination in a collar-button, of a 
base having a hollow oblong post with an open 
top and tubular enlargement, a U-shaped lat 
erally-yieldable shank slidably mounted in 
said post, a spring within the post and en 
largement to normally hold said shank in a 
retracted position, a head pivoted between 
the free ends of said shank and adapted to 
be seated within the open end of said post 
when extended, and to rest thereon at a right 
angle whenlocked, substantially as described. 

2. The combination in a button of the class 
described, of a base provided with a hollow 
post and having a central enlargement, a U 
shaped shank laterally yieldable, slidably 
mounted in said post and provided with in 

hold said shank in a retracted position, a head 
pivotally mounted between said ends, a socket 
formed in the edge of said head to engage the 
ends of the shank, substantially as described. 

3. In a button of the class described, the 
combination with a base, of a hollow post hav 
ing an open top, a U-shaped shank slidably 
mounted in said post and having inwardly 
disposed ends, a spring to operate said shank, 
a head pivotally mounted between said ends 
and adapted to rest centrally in the open top 
of the post when extended, substantially as 
described. 

4. A collar-button or like article comprising 
a base having a post, of a hollow head suit 
ably hinged thereto and comprising two con 
cave sheet-metal disks suitably united to 
gether, an internal piece of sheet metal in 
the hollow head, the outer edges of which 
sheet metal are rolled up to form bearings for 
the hinge-points of the shank, substantially 
as shown and described. 
Signed at Waterbury, in the county of New 

Haven and State of Connecticut. 
EDWARD II. WEIEELER 

Witnesses: 
A. I. WATERMAN, 
A. J. ROBERTS. 
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