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Claim 1 sets forth a “metal recovery agent used for recovering a metal,
said metal recovery agent containing at least one selected from among
guanidine, guanidine carbonate, guanidine hydrochloride, guanidine nitrate,
guanidine sulfate, and guanidine chloride,” and claim 4 sets forth a “metal
recovery solution used for recovering a metal, said metal recovery solution
containing guanidine or guanidine ions.”

Here, claims 1 and 4 and claims 2-3 and 5-7 referring to claims 1 and 4
do not specify a means for “recovering a metal,” and claims 1 and 4 and
claims 8-10 referring to claims 1 and 4 do not specify which metal is
selected for recovery.

Meanwhile, regarding the principle behind recovering the metal, the
description indicates that a metal recovery agent or a metal recovery
solution is mixed with an eluate containing the metal to be recovered to
react the metal and the guanidine ions and thereby create a precipitate of a
metal compound, and the precipitate is subjected to solid-liquid separation
in a recovery step (paragraph [0033]), and in an example thereof, guanidine
carbonate serving as a metal recovery agent 1s mixed with an eluate
containing Ta ions to create a metal compound, and the metal compound is
recovered as a precipitate (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]).

Here, the kind of the metal ion, the kind of the metal recovery agent,
and the kind of the metal compound obtained thereby are particularly relevant
to the creation of a metal compound composed of a specific metal ion as a
precipitate as mentioned above, and the fact that the Ta ions are created as
a metal compound in the example is not considered to demonstrate by itself
that the metal recovery principle is applicable to all other metals or all
other metals in group V, and is not considered to link the use of guanidine
salts or the like with wvarious metal recovery methods unrelated to recovery
by means of creating a metal compound as a precipitate.

Thus, it must be concluded that the inventions in c¢laims 1 and 4 and
claims 2-3 and 5-10 referring to claims 1 and 4 lack sufficient support.

As mentioned above, since the inventions in the c¢laims are clearly
beyond the scope of that which could, on the basis of the disclosure, be
recognized by a person skilled in the art as solving the problem of the
invention, the search was carried out for claims 1 and 4, which are the
subjects of the international search, by assuming that claim 1 is a “metal
recovery agent which is mixed with a Ta ion-containing solution to create a
precipitate of a Ta compound and is used for recovering a metal, said metal
recovery agent containing at least one selected from among guanidine,
guanidine carbonate, guanidine hydrochloride, guanidine nitrate, guanidine
sulfate, and guanidine chloride,” and claim 4 is a “metal recovery solution
which is mixed with a Ta ion-containing solution to create a precipitate of a
Ta compound and is used for recovering a metal, said metal recovery solution
containing guanidine or a guanidine ion” in consideration of the statement of
paragraphs [0033] and [0040]-[0046].

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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