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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
O. O. HERMAN LOEPER, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF 

AND CHARLES. W. SCHINDLER, OF SAME PLACE, 

IMPROVEMENT IN VENTS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 130,379, dated August 13, 1872. 

SPECIFICATION. 
To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, C.O.EERMAN LOEPER, 

of Albany, in the county of Albany and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Vents; and I do here 
by declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawing and to the 
letters of reference marked thereon which 
form a part of this specification. 
In the vents most generally used for beer 

barrels there are no means for stopping the 
circulation of gas or air from the barrel or 
keg; hence it is found that the beer will force 
its way to the vent and by this the vent-cham 
ber will become slimy and sticky and soon be 
unable to work. To obviate this difficulty is 
the object of my invention, and to this end 
the nature of my invention consists in a uni 
versal swing or stop key in which the vent 
chamber is located, or passing through the 
same, and by means of which the communica 
tion of air with the vent may be closed, ren. 
dering it impossible for any beer to work its 
way to the vent and thereby keeping the vent 
clear of all substances. 
In order to enable others skilled in the art 

to which my invention appertains to make and 
use the same I Will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation referring to the 
annexed drawing, in which 

Figure 1 represents a longitudinal section, 
and Fig. 2 is a modification of the same. 
A represents a conical tube or barrel having 

a passage, a, longitudinally from the smaller 
end upward for a suitable distance and termin 
ating in a horizontal opening, through which 
passes a plug or key, B. This plug or key has 
an opening, i, in its under side corresponding 
with the upper end of the passage ( and com 

municating with a passage, b, in the key. The 
passage b terminates in the vent-chamber C, 
depending downward from the end of the key 
and in the lower end of which is screwed a 
hollow plug, D. The inner or upper end of 
this plug forms the valve-seat for the valved, 
the stem of which passes through the plug. 
The key B being turned as described-that is, 
the chamber downward-the vent-chamber is 
open; but by turning the same either to the 
right or left it will close communication of air 
with the vent, thus preventing any beer from 
Working its Way to the vent. After having 
closed the vent and the process of tapping the 
keg is gone through with, the beer will run 
out the faucet for some time without giving 
any extra Vent. As soon as the beer stops 
running the vent may be opened by turning 
from sidewise to downward, and the vent will 
work free without any beer having forced its 
way into the vent-chamber. The vent is also 
very easily cleaned at any time. on account of 
its simplicity. In place of the key B being 
formed with the vent-chamber as above de 
scribed, it may be passed through the vent 
chamber, as shown in Fig. 2. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
In vents for beer barrels or kegs, a swing or 

stop key arranged to close communication be 
tween the interior of the barrel or keg and the 
vent-chamber, substantially as and for the 
purposes herein set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I affix my signature in presence of 
two witnesses. 

C. O. HERMAN LOEPER. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. V. THACHER, 
CHAS. W. SCHINDLER, 


