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[R5 (57) Abstract: The present invention obtains an appropriate exposure condi-
tion even in the second photographing when an image with an expanded dy-
namic range is generated. An exposure control unit controls an imaging ele-
ment having a normal pixel that generates an image signal and a low-sensit-
ivity pixel that generates a low-sensitivity image signal and has lower photo-
electric conversion sensitivity to visible light than that of the normal pixel
under a predetermined exposure condition to cause the imaging element to

output the image signal and the low-sensitivity image signal. A low-sensitiv-
o ity histogram generation unit generates a low-sensitivity histogram indicating
the appearance frequency distribution of the low-sensitivity image signal on
the basis of the low-sensitivity image signal. A short-time exposure condition
l calculation unit calculates a short-time exposure condition with a shorter ex-

b ¥ » posure time than that of the exposure condition on the basis of the generated
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low-sensitivity histogram. A short-time exposure control unit controls the
imaging element on the calculated short-time exposure condition to cause the
imaging element to output a short-time exposure image signal that is the im-
age signal generated by the normal pixel. A synthesis unit synthesizes the im-
age signal and the short-time exposure image signal.
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