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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Aveusr . FrouBIeTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lvansville, in the county of Vanderburg and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Safety Whip-
Sockets, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in a whip socket and more par-
ticularly to means for retaining the whip
within the socket.

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to construct a device of this char-
acter with locking means which will auto-
matically retain the whip within the socket
and thereby prevent unauthorized persons
from tampering with the same.

Other objects will appear hereinafter as
the description continues.

With the above and other objects in view
this invention consists of novel details of

" construction, combination, formation and
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arrangement of parts as will be hereinafter
more fully described, claimed and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended drawings
in which,

Figure 1 is a section through a whip
socket having my invention applied thereto;
Fig. 2 is a transverse section taken on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1 in the direction of the
arrows as.shown; and Fig. 3 is a section
taken on the line 3—3 of Tig. 1.

Reference now being had to the drawings
wherein like parts are illustrated by like
numerals throughout the several views the
numeral 10 indicates a cylindrical tube hav-
ing its lower end closed and its upper end
opened with the upper extremities of the
tube curved inwardly as shown at 11. This
cylinder 10 is also provided with a pair of
brackets 12 by which the same may be se-
cured to the dash board or any other part of
the vehicle in the usual and well known
manner. A whip 18 which is adapted to be
retained within the socket is of such a di-
ameter that when the same is inserted in the
socket there will be a space between the in-
ner periphery of the cylinder and the whip
but the inwardly curved portions 11 will
prevent any one from gaining access into
the interior of the same. To whip sockets
of this construction I provide a locking
means which will prevent unauthorized per-
sons from removing the whip from the socket

and which will easily and readily admit the
insertion of the whip into the socket. This
locking means consists of a vertically mov-

ing and swinging arm 14 pivotally connected go

as at 15 to a vertically sliding pin 16 which
is adapted to operate within a vertically ex-
tending slot 17 formed in one wall of the
casing. This pin 16 is also provided with

a milled nut 18 by which the operator may ¢5

lower the arm 14 for a purpose which will
be hereinafter described.

A leaf spring 19 is secured at one end to
the casing 10 and its outer free end mnor-

mally holds the lower end of the arm 14 into 70

engagement with the outer periphery of the
whip. The lower extremity of this arm 14
is provided with an arcuate transversely
extending portion having its inner face ser-

rated to form a suitablée gripping means for 75

retaining the whip within the socket. A lug
20 extends inwardly from one side of the

“casing and has mounted thereon a coil spring

21 which is connected to the lower end of

the arm 14 and has a tendency to normally 80

hold the arm in a raised position but to pre-

vent this coil spring from raising the arm . .

I provide a sliding lock for holding the same
in a lowered position until the operator

desires to release the whip from the socket. 85

This lock comprises a casing extending lat-

erally from the main casing 10 formed in-

tegral therewith and has shidably mounted
therein a pawl 22. The inner end of this

pawl 22 is enlarged and is provided with a 80

recess for a longitudinally extending pin 23
mounted within the casing. A coil spring
encircles the pin 23 and normally holds the
pawl within the cylindrical casing. The up-

per end of the arm 14 when the same is in 95

a locked position engages under the lower
face of the pawl 22 but when the pawl is
released the coil spring 21 will force the
same in an upward position thereby allow-

ing the whip to be removed from the socket.. 100

The reduced end portion of this pawl 22 is’
slidably mounted within an opening 25
formed within the cylindrical casing 10 and
the enlarged end of this pawl is adapted to
engage the casing when in an inward posi-
tion so as to form a stop therefor. This
lock casing is also provided with the usual
key hole 26 through which is inserted a key
97 so that as the key is rotated it will en-

gage a laterally extending lug 24 formed 110

upon the pawl 22 thereby drawing the said
pawl within the lock casing and permitting
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the arm 14 to assume a raised position as
before described. It is apparent when the
arm 14 is in a raised position it will hold
the pawl 22 inwardly or in an unlocked posi-
tion. When the locking means are in an un-
locked position the whip 13 may be inserted
into the socket and by pressing downwardly
on the milled nut 18 the gripping member
will be forced into contact with the whip by
means of the leaf spring 19 and the pawl 22
will then be released thereby assuming a po-
sition within the casing 10 through the in-
strumentality of the coil spring 24 which
will obviously hold the arm 14 in a lowered
position thereby preventing the removal of
the whip.

It is obvious from the foregoing descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings that I have shown and
described the specific embodiment of the
present invention which will- be inexpensive
in the cost of manufacture, strong, durable
and reliable when in use and a device which
will prevent unauthorized persons from re-
moving the whip from the socket. It is to
be further understood that other minor de-
tails of construction may be resorted to that
come within the scope of the appended
claims without departing from the spirit
thereof.

What T claim is:—

1. In a whip socket the combination of a
cylindrical casing having a vertically ex-
tending slot formed therein, an arm slid-
ably mounted within said slot, a gripping
member pivotally connected to said arm, a
leaf spring secured to said casing and adapt-
ed to hold the lower ends of sald gripping
member in an inward position, a coil spring
for noermally holding said gripping member
in a raised position, a sliding lock for holding
said gripping member in a lowered position
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and the upper end of said gripping member
adapted to hold said lock in an inward posi-
tion when said gripping member has been
released substantially as described.

2. In a whip socket, the combination of a
cylindrical casing having a vertical extend-
ing slot formed therein, a laterally extend-
ing arm slidably mounted within said slot,
a gripping member fulcrumed at its inter-
mediate portion to said arm, means for nor-
mally holding the lower end of said grip-
ping member in an outward and upward
position, and a lock for engaging the upper
end thereof, substantially as described.

3. In a whip socket, the combination of
a cylindrical casing, a slidable gripping
member mounted in said casing, springs for
normally holding the lower end of said grip-
ping member in an upward and outward
position and a sliding lock adapted to en-
gage the upper end thereof for holding the
same in a lowered position substantially as
described. :

4. In a whip socket, the combination of a

casing, of an auxiliary casing extending

laterally therefrom and made integral there-
with, a vertically sliding gripping member
mounted within the said casing, a sliding
pawl mounted within said auxiliary casing
and the said gripping member adapted to
rest below said sliding pawl when in a
locked position, and means for holding said
oripping member in a raised position when
the said pawl has been released, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

AUGUST F. FROHBIETER.
Witnesses:
HrrMaN ALTMEIER,
Georce J. MEYER.

Copies of this patent may be obfained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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