
No. 803,889, PATENTED NOW, 7, 1905, 
A. H. MERRILL, 
KEY RING, 

APPLICATION FILED MAY 22, 1905. 

22esses, 42%: 
1742.227 yaz 

42623.42%, 

  

  

  



Id 

25 

35 

49 

45 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ARTHUR. H. MERRILL OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT. 

KEYRING 

No. 803,839. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Nov. 7, 1905. 
Application filed May 22, 1905, Serial No, 261,630, 

To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR. H. MERRILL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Hart 
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of 
Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Key-Rings, of which 
the following is a specification. 

In key-rings as ordinarily employed the 
keys are strung upon the ring in promiscuous 
order, and it is frequently difficult, especially 
at night, to select the key desired-for in 
stance, the latch-key to the door of a dwelling. 
My invention is designed to obviate the dis 

advantages of the old class of key-rings and to 
provide a device for securing a segregated key 
in position, so that it may be readily found 
when not visible. 

Primarily, the object of the invention is the 
provision, in connection with a key-ring of 
any kind, of a device for retaining a desired 
key of the bunch on the ring in a separated 
position from the other keys of said ring, 
whereby it may be readily found at night and 
will be in position to be inserted in the lock, 
as will be hereinafter described. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision, in connection with a key-ring, of a sep 
arator controlled by a tension device and serv 
ing automatically to retain a selected key out 
of contact with its fellows of the bunch. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision, in connection with a key-ring of any 
desired form, of a spring-actuated plunger 
carrying a device for separating one of the 
keys from the other keys on the ring. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side elevation of a common form of key 
ring provided with my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a view similar to Fig. 1 with parts in longi 
tudinal vertical section. Fig. 3 is a view simi 
lar to Fig. 1, showing the plunger for carry 
ing the key-retaining device provided with a 
flat side or panel for the display of an adver 
tisement. Fig. 4 is a view of a triangular 
form of key-ring equipped with my inven 
tion. Fig. 5 is a view of a square form of 
key - ring, showing my invention attached 
thereto. Figs. 6 and 7 are side elevations of 
modifications hereinafter described. 

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3 of the draw 
ings, the numeral 5 designates in a general 
way one of the common forms of key-ring, it 
comprising an oblong loop of wire 6 and a 
sliding spring-actuated plunger 7, said plun 
ger having a recess 8 at one end to receive a 
terminal of the wire loop and a chamber 9 for 

a spring 10, said chamber receiving the other 
end of the wire loop. One of the end bars of 
the wire loop is perforated at 12, and carried 
by the plunger 7 is a retaining device 13, shown 
in the form represented in Figs. 1 to 5, inclu 
sive, as a pin reduced at one end to enter the 
perforation 12 and having a right-angular 
bent portion 13 seated in a socket 14 of said 
plunger 7. As will be obvious by inspection 
of Fig. 1 of the drawings, the plunger may 
be retracted against the tension of its spring, 
and a key 15, which it is desired to separate 
from the bunch, will be moved along the end 
bar of the key-ring, when, the plunger being 
released, the spring 12 thereof will cause it to 
close the key-ring and to force the retaining 
pin 13 into the perforation 12 of the end bar 
of said key-ring, thereby segregating the key 
desired from the others on the ring. In Fig. 
3 the plunger 7 is shown with slabbed or pan 
eled sides 16, upon which an advertisement 
may be displayed. 

In Fig. 4 a triangular form of ring 18 is 
illustrated, the plunger and retaining device 
being of the same kind and designated by the 
same numerals as are those of Figs. 1 to 3, 
inclusive. 

In Fig. 5 a square form of ring 19 is illus 
trated, and in this form the plunger and re 
taining device are the same as in the other 
forms to which attention has been directed 
and are also designated by the same nu 
merals. 

In Fig. 6 a key-ring 20, having a button 21 
at each of its extremities, is disclosed, and 
these buttons are normally kept in contact by 
the tension of the ring. In this form a curved 
pin 22 is rigidly attached to one arm of the 
ring and its other end enters a socket 23 in 
the opposing arm of said ring. 

In Fig. 7 another common form of key-ring 
24 is illustrated, and the construction of the 
pin or retaining device is the same as in Fig. 6. 
Any form of key-ring, a part of which is 

under tension, may be equipped with the in 
vention, and it is distinctly to be understood 
that said invention is not limited to any of 
the kinds of key-rings shown and described. 

In Figs. 6 and 7 the normal tendency of 
the key-ring is to close, and this tendency is 
taken advantage of by securing the pin rig 
idly to one of the arms and causing it to en 
ter a socket or perforation in the other arm. 
Without limiting myself to the precise de 

vices shown and described, what I claim is 
1. A key-ring having a part under tension, 
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and also having a perforation, and a device 
offset from and carried by said part under 
tension, and arranged normally to enter the 
perforation and form a compartment in which 
a Selected key may be retained. 

2. A key-ring having a seat in one part 
thereof, and a pin carried by and offset from 
another part thereof, said pin being under 
tension, and arranged normally to enter the 
seat and retain a selected key in position. 

3. A key-ring comprising a wire loop hav 
ing a perforation in one of its arms; a spring 
actuated plunger located between the sepa 
rated ends of said wire loop; and a retaining 
pin offset from and carried by said plunger, 
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and arranged normally to enter the perfora 
tion. . 

4. A key-ring comprising a wire loop hav 
ing a perforation transversely in one of its 
arms; a spring-actuated plunger having re 
cesses for receiving the ends of said wire loop; 
and a retaining-pin, one end of which is se 
cured to the plunger, and the other end of 
which is adapted to enter said perforation. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

ARTHUR. H. MERRILL. 
Witnesses: 

FRANCES E. BLODGETT, 
S. S. GROTTA. 
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