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Patented Sept. 6, 1949 2,481,243 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application February 12, 1946, Serial No. 647,091 
(CI. 45-28) 1. Claim. 

This invention relates to receptacles for de 
tergents and more particularly to a device for 
holding soap and sponge together in a convenient 
unit. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a. 
new and improved detergent receptacle that will 
avoid one or more of the disadvantages and limi 
tations of the prior art. 
An additional object of the present invention. 

is to provide a new and improved detergent re 
ceptacle that will facilitate the use of a combined 
soap and sponge unit and enable it to be con 
veniently installed, and having features tending 
to prevent the detergent from becoming soft and 
unsuitable for toilet purposes. 
An additional object of the present invention 

is to provide a new and improved detergent re 
ceptacle that will absorb the drippings from the 
wet detergent in a Sponge, and allow the Sponge 
to be easily removed from the receptacle so the 
detergent may be removed therefrom. 
For a better understanding of this invention, 

and other objects thereof, reference is made to 
the appended drawings and following description, 
While the scope of the invention is particularly 
pointed out in the claim. 
In the drawings which illustrate an embodi 

ment of this invention by Way of example: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of the receptacle emi 

bodying this invention, 
Figure 2 is a side view of Figure 1, 
Figure 3 is an end view of Figure 1, 
Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

along line 4-4 of Figure 3, 
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken along line 

5-5 of Figure 4, with the Sponge removed, and 
Figure 6 is a plan view of the receptacle with 

the cover removed, and with the Sponge and Soap 
removed. 
Similar reference characters refer to similar 

parts throughout the drawings. 
In the particular structure shown in the draw 

ings, a casing 0, of rectangular shape forms a 
receptacle for holding a sponge , which has an 
embracing bell-like top cover 2, for enclosing 
it over and enable the contents to be carried 
around in a convenient manner So as to allow 
the detergent to dry and without Spilling. Inside 
the casing, a cage 3 of bent wire is formed with 
cross pieces 4 running across the upper Sur 
face of the bottom pieces f5 in the casing. The 
cross-wires 4 are Suitably Spaced and are rela 
tively straight and parallel and all run in the 
same direction. Lateral wires 6 extend up from 
the cross pieces, and are formed with vertical 
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loops f, merging into straight cross-wires 8 
over the cage, at the sides bent with those cross 
Wires 9 towards the middle being down Wardly 
bent into a Sagging contour. 
The Sponge , is placed above and rests on the 

croSS-Wires 4, while its upper portion is resiliently 
preSSed down by the bent bars 27 and cross-wires 
9. This keeps the sponge of the bottom of the 

casing and within the casing and allows air to 
circulate around the Sponge. A bar of soap 20 is 
placed on the upper Surface of the cross-wires 
8 and is held there by the loops 7, while the bell 

shaped cover 2 encloses it, and provides for an 
ample quantity of detergent. A lug 2 f extends 
from the bottom of the casing and provides means 
for insertion in the hole at the top of a conven 
tional lavatory 25. When so inserted the recep 
tacle is held conveniently in place or may be 
readily removed, to be carried about in any con 
venient manner by the user. A drain plug 22 is 
installed in the casing to provide for the removal 
of exceSS Water therefrom. 
The bent cross-wires 9, serve to provide a 

Space under the middle of the soap to prevent 
water from collecting under it and soften and de 
stroy its usefulness as well as discolor it. Also 
Such Softening would make the detergent soggy 
and unsanitary. The Soap and sponge are there 
fore kept in proper condition by the device which 
has an economical effect and is of convenient 
use. The detergent collected in the sponge may 
be extracted or the Sponge may be used for scrub 
bing purposes to remove the detergent therefrom. 
The cap 2 is fitted with indentations 28 that fit 
On lugS 29 of casing 0 to hold the cover and cas 
ing together. 
While but one general form of the invention is 

shown in the drawings and described in the 
Specifications, it is not desired to limit this appli 
cation for patent to this particular form or in 
any other Way otherwise than limited in the 
claim thereof, as it is appreciated that other 
forms of construction could be made that would 
use the same principles and come within the 
Scope of the appended claim. 

Having thus described the invention what is 
claimed is: 
A detergent receptacle comprising in combina 

tion an adjustable casing, a wire cage inserted in 
the casing and extending along the side and bot 
ton walls thereof to form an open structure, 
adapted to hold a Sponge for absorbing the deter 
gent drippings within the cage and supporting 
a bar of Soap on the top of the cage and spaced 
away from the Sponge, said cage having its upper 
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structure bent in a concave form running longi- T tudinally and transversely for facilitating the UNITED STATES PATENTS 
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