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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CLARENCE R. CHEL 

LEw, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Peoria, in the county of Peoria and State 
of illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Fasteners for Re 
ceptacle-Covers, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention has reference to a new and 

improved fastener, which is especially use 
ful as a means for clamping a transparent 
cover to jars or cans containing fruits, vege 
tables and the like. 
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The invention has for its object to im 
prove the manner of displaying and show 
ing the contents of cans or jars containing 
fruits, vegetables and the like. 
It is the custom for travelers representing 

large jobbers and wholesalers of canned 
goods to carry with them cans containing 
the various goods to be sold. To display 
the same to a dealer, the salesman must cut 
open the cans, which are afterward incon 
venient to carry and are usually left with 
the dealer, a loss to the jobber, and if car 
ried will soon spoil and slop over. With my 
invention, the goods may remain in the orig 
inal package, or packages especially pro 
vided, which may have a transparent cover, 
so that one may view the contents, or be 
easily removed, whereby the contents may 
have closer inspection or removed. The fas 
tener for clamping the covering being sim 
ple, and effective in use, and adjustable to all 
sizes of cans or jars. s . . 
That the invention may be more fully un 

derstood, reference is had to the accompany ing drawings, in which :- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation showing a can 

or receptacle containing fruit or vegetables, 
with my fastener applied theretoto clamp the 
transparent closure thereon, one fastener in 
the act of being clamped in position; Fig. 
2 is a face view of a clamp, and the can or 
receptacle to which it is attached; Fig. 3 is 
a vertical section of one-half of a can or re 
ceptacle and also of the fastener attached 
thereto; Fig. 4 is a cross-section in plan of 
the body of one of the fasteners, as the same 
would appear on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2, and 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged longitudinal section of 
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the fastener, omitting the spring and cam 
lever. -- 

Like characters of reference denote corre 
sponding parts throughout the figures. 
The fasteners, as will be understood, are 

preferably used in pairs, to be applied to a 
can or receptacle on diametrically opposite 
sides thereof, see Fig. 1. The description 
therefore of one will suffice for both. It is 
to be understood however, that one of these 
devices can be used efficiently where the 
cover of the receptacle is very small. - 
The fastener comprises a plate 6, which 

is of Suitable length and width to adapt it 
to be applied to various height cans, jars 
or receptacles, and may be stamped out 
of sheet-metal or otherwise conveniently 
formed. At the lower end of the plate 6 it 
is provided with the diverging feet 7, ex 
tending obliquely from the body of the plate 
to adapt them to the convex surface of the 
can, Jar or receptacle, see Fig. 4, and the 
lower ends of the feet are bent inwardly at 
right angles at 8, which are adapted to be 
located beneath and engage the bottom of 
the can jar or receptacle. The upper por 
tion of the plate is provided with guiding 
members or clips 9 and at a suitable point 
beneath the lowest guiding member or clip 
a lug 10..projects outwardly from the plate, 
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and beneath the lug 10 there is an opening . 
11 in the plate. Slidable in the guiding 
members or clips 9, is a stem 12, which has 
the threaded opening 13 therein for a por 
tion of its length at its upper end and formed 
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with the tubular opening 14 for a portion of , 
its length at its lower end, the extreme lower 
portion of the stem being split forming the 
bifurcated ends 15. When the stem 12 is in 
operative position in the guiding members or - 
clips 9 of the plate 6, the lug 10 on the plate . . . 
6 projects through the stem between the bi 
furcated ends 15, see Figs. 2 and 3, the stem 
being adapted to be moved up and down 
across the face of the lug. A spring 16 is 
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carried in the tubular opening 14 of the 
stem, bearing against the lug 10, while be 
tween the bifurcated ends 15 and below the 
lug 10 there is pivotally attached to the stem 
12, a cam lever 17. The lever being full 
crumed at 18 and its cam surface 19 adapted 
to ride or bear against the lower face of the 
lug 10, when the lever 17 is moved down 
ward, which will cause the stem 12 to be 
forced downwardly against the action of 
the spring 16. Swinging the lever 17 up 
Ward and outward allows the spring 16 to 
expand, forcing the stem 12 downwardly. 
Having a threaded relation with the thread 
ed opening 13 in the stem 12 is a supplemen 
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tal member in the form of a stem or rod 19", . 
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bent at right angles at its outer end, as at 
20, the end of the portion 20 being covered 
with rubber 21 or other soft and resilient 
material. 
The can, jar or receptacle is designated 

A, the top having been opened, or perhaps 
formed with an opening, leaving an annu 
lar ring B. 
C designates a transparent closure or cov 

ering for the can or receptacle which has an 
outer annular recess D to receive a gasket 
E, which will lie against the ring B of the 
can when the closure or covering is placed 
over the open end. 
In operation, the supplemental arm or 

rod 19 is adjusted with relation to the stem 
12, by screwing or unscrewing the same in 
the threaded opening 13 in stem 12. The 
plates 6 are then placed alongside the can or 
receptacle, preferably diametrically to each 
other, with the portions 8 of the feet T be 
neath the can to engage the bottom thereof. 
The stem 12 and arm or rod 19 are swung 
around bringing the parts 20 and engaging 
means 21 over the top of the cover or clo 
sure C, see Fig. 1, when the levers 17 are 
thrown down, which will move the stems 12 
downward producing an impinging relation 
between parts 21 and closure C, locking or 
clamping the closure C firmly over the open 
end of the can. By this means the contents 
of the receptacle may be viewed through the 
closure and access easily had to the contents 
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for purposes of sampling, and the receptacle 
again easily and quickly sealed and the re 
ceptacle and contents carried from place to 
place without slopping out. 
The fasteners, as will be observed, are ad justable to different sizes of cans, jars and 

receptacles and are easily and quickly at 
tached, removed or readjusted. 

It is obvious that the fastener may be 
modified in various ways and either stamped 
or formed out of sheet metal, which would slightly modify the present construction, 
without, however, departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A fastener for the cover of a recep 

tacle, comprising a plate having feet to ex 
tend beneath and engage the bottom of the 
receptacle, a member movable longitudinally 
on said plate and adapted to engage the top 
of the cover, a lever for locking the mov 
able member against the cover, and means 
for releasing the movable member when the 
lever is released. 

2. A fastener for the cover of a receptacle, 
comprising a plate having feet to extend be. 
neath and engage the bottom of the recep 
tacle, a member adjustably connected with 
said plate and movable longitudinally on 
said plate for engaging the top of the cover, 
means for causing an impinging relation 
between said adjustable member and cover, 
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and means for releasing said adjustable 
member from said cover, when said last 
mentioned means is released. 

3. A fastener for the cover of a receptacle, 
comprising a plate having feet to extend 
beneath and engage the bottom of the recep 
tacle, a member movable longitudinally on 
said plate, cover engaging means having an 
adjustable connection with said movable 
member, and means for operating said mov 
able member. 

4. A fastener for the cover of a receptacle, 
comprising a member having means to en 
gage the bottom of the receptacle, a stem 
movably carried on said member, a cover en 
gaging member having an adjustable con 
nection with said stem, a lever for moving 
the stem to lock the member against the 
cover, and a Spring operating to release the 
cover engaging member when the lever is 
released. 

5. A fastener of the character described, 
comprising a plate, a stem movably attached 
to said plate, a lug attached to the plate and 
extending into the stem, a lever fulcrumed 
on the stem and adapted to engage the lug 
for moving the stem, a spring in the stem 
bearing against the lug, and a cover engag 
ing member adjustably connected with said 
stem. - 

6. A fastener of the character described, comprising a plate having extending feet, a 
stem movably attached to said plate, a le 
yer pivoted to said stem and having a cam 
engagement with the plate for moving the 
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stem in one direction, a spring for moving 
the stem in the opposite direction, and a sup 
plemental member having an adjustable con 
nection with Said stem, the free end of said 
supplemental member being bent at right 
angles. 

7. In a device of the character described, 
a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
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and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on Said plate, a stem slid 
able in Said guiding members or clips, a le. 

O 

ver for moving said stem relative to said 
plate, Said stem having a rod or arm con 
nected thereto and adapted to engage the 
top or cover of a receptacle. 

8. In a device of the character described, a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
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and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on said plate, a stem slid 
able in said guiding members or clips, a cam 20 

lever for moving said stem relative to said 
plate, and a rod or arm adjustably connected 
to said plate and adapted to engage the top 
or cover of a receptacle. 

9. In a device of the character described, a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on said plate, a stem slid 
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able in Said guiding members or clips, a 
spring between said plate and stem adapted to 130 
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force said stem upwardly, a cam lever op 
eratively connected with said plate and stem. 
and adapted to be operated to force said 
stem downward against the pressure of said 
spring and a rod or arm connected to said 
stem and adapted to engage the top or cover 
of a receptacle. 

10. In a device of the character described, 
a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on said plate, a lug or pro 
jection on said plate, a stem slidable in said 
guiding members or clips and having a rod 
or arm connected thereto, a cam lever piv 
otally mounted on said stem and adapted to 
be moved to engage said lug or projection to 
move said stem relatively to said plate. 

11. In a device of the character described, 
a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on said plate, a lug or pro 
jection on said plate, a stem slidable in said 
guiding members or clips and having a rod 
or arm connected thereto, said stem having 
its lower portion bifurcated to receive said 
lug or projection, a cam lever mounted in 

said bifurcated portion of said stem and 
adapted to be moved to engage said lugs or 
projection to move said stem relatively to 
said plate. 

12. In a device of the character described, 
a plate adapted to extend along a receptacle 
and engage the bottom thereof, guiding 
members or clips on said plate, a lug or pro 
jection on said plate, a stem slidable in said 
guiding members or clips and having a rod 
or arm connected thereto, said stem having 
its lower portion bifurcated to receive said 
lug or projection and having a tubular open 
ing above said bifurcated portion, a spring in 
said tubular opening adapted to engage said 
stem and said lug or projection, a cam lever 
pivotally mounted in said bifurcated portion 
of said stem and adapted to be moved to en 
gage said lug or projection to move said 
stem relatively to said plate. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

CLARENCE. R. CHELLEW. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. N. LAPORTE, 
J. W. NAYLOR. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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