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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOHN II. ANTROBUS, OF OTTUMWA, IOW.A. 

POUTRY CRATE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 561,852, dated June 9, 1896. 
Application filed March 28, 1896, 

To all zu'? oil, it inctly concern. 
Be it known that, I, JoHN II. ANTROBUS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ot 
tumwa, in the county of Wapello and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Poultry-Crates; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref 
erence being had to the annexed drawings, 
making a part of this specification, and to the 
letter's of reference marked thereon. 
The present invention has for its object to 

provide a folding crate for the transportation 
of poultry that will possess the necessary 
strength and durability and that may be 
readily folded in compact form when not in 
use and the parts as readily and conveniently 
extended and held in such position when the 
crate is to be used, which objects are attained 
by a crate constructed substantially as shown 
in the drawings and hereinafter described 
and claimed. 

Figure of the drawings represents a per 
spective view of a crate constructed in ac 
cordance with my invention with the parts 
held in an extended position ready for use; 
Fig. 2, a longitudinal vertical section of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3, an end view showing the crate in a 
folded position. 

In the accompanying drawings, A repre 
sents the bottom or base of the poultry-crate, 
which may be of any suitable size and of any 
desirable construction, and, if preferred, may 
be provided with longitudinal cleats a, se 
cured to the under side of said bottom or base, 
and also diagonal cleats b may be used, there 
by giving increased strength. 
At the ends of the bottom or base A and 

upon the upper side thereof are suitable cleats 
c, to which are suitably hinged the sections 
B, which, together with sections C, form the 
sides of the crate when extended, as shown in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
The sections B C are hinged together, as 

shown at cl, the lower section being hinged 
at e to the transverse cleat c and the upper 
section hinged at f to the section D, which 
section forms the top of the crate when in an 
extended position. 
The sections E, which form the ends of the 

crate when extended, are hinged directly to 
the upper side of the bottom or base A, as 
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shown at g, and when in an upright position, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the end sections 
bear against the transverse cleats c and sup 
ports h, which supports are secured to the 
cleats. 
A central transverse section F is provided 

for the purpose of dividing the crate into two 
separate compartments when said section is 
brought to an upright position. This central 
section F is hinged at to the upper side of 
the bottom or base A, and when in an up 
right position it bears against a transverse 
cleat k, which is centrally located and se 
cured to the upper side of the bottom or base. 
The two sections BC, forming together the 

side of the crate, are hinged, respectively, to 
the transverse cleat k and to a similar cleatl, 
secured to the under side of the top section 
D, the points of hinging being shown at 72 n, 
respectively. 
One of the end sections E connects with 

the central section F by means of a brace-l'Od 
G, which is pivotally connected at its ends 
to metal clipso, projecting, respectively, from 
the inner sides of the endland central Sections, 
as shown more clearly in Fig. 2 of the draw 
ings. 
By means of the brace-rod G the end and 

central sections are brought to an upright po 
sition simultaneously, the raising of the end 
section carrying with it the central section, 
and when said sections are in position, as 
shown in Fig. 2, the sections are braced by 
the rod and held by suitable spring-latches 
II, which are connected to the top section D 
near the ends thereof. 
There is no latch necessary to hold the cell 

tral section F in position, as that is done by 
means of the brace-rod G, and the holding of 
the end section by means of the spring-latch. 
The top section D may be provided with 

suitable slides I, of any suitable construction, 
to admit of access to the interior of the Crate 
in supplying the crate with poultry or remov 
ing it therefrom. These slides are held closed 
by a suitable spring-latch J, which latches, 
together with the latches II, may be of any 
well-known and preferred construction. 
When the crate is in a folded position, as 

shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, the top sec 
tion D is held down in place by a pivoted loop 
IX at each end thereof, said loops being coln 
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nected to the under side of the top section 
and engaging a pin r upon the outer side of 
the supports h, the hinged sections B C fold 
ing down upon each other, as shown, and re 
tained in such position by the top section D. 
When it is desired to use the crate, the piv 
oted loops K are disengaged from the pins r, 
and by means of the pull-cords Lthe sections B 
C, which are hinged together, are brought to 
an upright position. 
The upper one of the hinged sections form 

ing the sides of the crate being hinged to the 
top section will act as a lever to raise the top 
Section when the cords I are pulled upon. 
The inner ends of the cords L are connected 
to the outer ends of lever-arms p, which arms 
are Suitably connected to the sections B, the 
opposite ends of the cords extending out 
through the sides of the crate within conven 
ient reach. 
The several sections of the crate may be 

made of slats in any suitable and well-known 
manner, and any changes in the details of 
construction coming within ordinary mechan 
ical skill may be made without departing 
from the principle of the invention. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A poultry-crate consisting of a suitable 
bottom or base, a suitable top section pro 
vided with slides and spring-latches for hold 
ing them closed, a central hinged section for 
dividing the crate into two compartments, 
end sectionshinged to the bottom or base, 3 
and the sides of the crate, each side compris 
ing two sectionshinged together and to the 
top section and transverse cleats upon the 
bottom or base, and pull-cords connecting 
with the side sections, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. A poultry-crate consisting of a suitable 
bottom or base, a top section, the sides to the 
crate formed of two sectionshinged together, 
and to the top section and transverse cleats 
upon the bottom or base, hinged end sections, 
and a central hinged section connecting with 
one of the end sections by means of a pivoted 
brace-rod, and spring-latches for holding the 
end sections in an upright position, substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 
In testimony that I claim the above I have 

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

JOIN IT. ANTROBUS. 
Witnesses: 

W. W. EPPs, 
N. A. COOK. 
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