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~ To all whom it may concern;: :
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_ Be it known that we, Jayss W. Suapn and
Bexgayix F. Downs, citizens of the United

States, residing at Richburg, in the county:

of Lamar, State of Mississippi; have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Ship-Tables; and we.do hereby de-

~clare the following to be & full, clear, and
description.of the invention, such as

exact
will enable others skilled in the art 1o which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to tables employed
upon shipboard more particularly ‘to ‘the
class wherein provision is made for main-
taining the top of the table in a level posi-
tion during the rolling of the ship, and has
for one of its objects to improve the con-
struction and increase the efficiency and
utility of devices of this character, -

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simple construction of device of this
character which will automatically maintain
the table top in a level position irrespective
of the position of the hull of the ship.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
scribed and then specifically pointed out in
the claims, and in the drawings illustrative
of the preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a side elevation of the im.
proved device.  Fig. 2 is an end elevation.
Fig. 8 is a transverse section on the line 8—3
of Fig. 1. :

The improved device comprises a support-
ing frame including spaced standards 10—11
supported upon a suitable base 12, the latter
secured to the floor represented at 13. The
standards 10—11 are provided with trans.
verse members 14—15, the opposite ends of
the transverse members being coupled - by
rods 16—17, the rods lying in parallel rela-
tions and spaced apart, as shown. At thejr
upper ends the standards 1011 are con-

5 nected by a relatively heavy shaft or rod 18,

and swinging upon’ this Tod is an oblong
frame formed of spaced sides 19—20, an

upper member 21 and a lower member 22,

the shaft or rod 18 extending through the
side members 19—20 near their upper ends,
and preferably provided with ball bearings
23—24 where the members 19—90 engage
the rod to reduce the friction, as hereafter
explained.

The table top “is represented at 25, and
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may be of any required size and of any re-
quired material, and is preferably provided
with transverse cleats 26—27 upon the under
side and adapted to engage against the upper
member 21 to increase the stability of the
table top.

Swingingly engaging the rod 16 are
spaced suspension members 28 and connected
to these depending members is a relatively
heavy block 80, while similar suspensicn
members 31 are swingingly supported upon
the rod 17 and provided with a relatively
heavy block 83 at their lower ends."

Supported within the swinging oblong
frame and preferably resting upon the lower
member 22 and between the vertical mem-
bers 19—20 is a block 34, which serves the
purpose of a balance weight to assist in main-
taining the table in its level position.
~ Mounted upon the shaft or rod 18 is a
cable pulley 25 over which a cable 38 leads
and is connected to the members 30—33.

With a device thus constructed it will be
obvious that the table top 25 will be auto-
matically maintained in a level position no
matter what position the standards 10—-11
may be caused to assume, as the weight ele-
ments 30-—33—384 operate to maintain the
oblong frame in a vertical position and cor-
respondingly maintain the table in a hori-
zontal position. ' -

The blocks 30—383—84 may be of any
suitable material and of any required size,
to produce the necessary weight effect. The
supporting framework may be of any suit-
able material and of any suitable size, and
will vary in size to correspond to the size
or area of the table top.

By this simple arrangement it will be ob-
vious that when the ship rocls, the swinging
frame will be caused to retain its vertical
position by the action of the weight 84, as
before stated, and the compensating weights
80—33 being coupled together will move in
unison, and thus prevent the undue tilting
of the table in event of one side being loaded

to a greater extent than the other, as will

be obvions.

What is claimed, ig:—

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting structure including a central
member, a frame swinging from said central
member, a table top carried by said frame, a
balance weight carried by said frame, com-
pensating weights swinging from said sup-
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porting. structure at opposite sides of said
frame, and coupling means between sald
compensating weights.

9. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting structure including a central
member, a frame swinging from said central
member, a table top carried by said frame, a
balance weight carried by said frame, com-
pensating weights swinging from said sup-
porting structure at opposite sides of said
frame, a cable pulley carried by said gentral
member, and a cable connected at the ends to
said compensating weights and  extending
over said pulley.

3. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting device including spaced stand-
ards, a central member extending between
the standards, a frame swinging upon said
central member, side members. spaced. from
said. central, member at each side thereof, a
balance weight carried by said swinging
frame, compensating weights swinging from
said spaced side members, a cable pulley car-
ried by said central member, and a cable
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connected to said compensating weights and

extending over said pulley.

4. In an apparatus of the class described,
a supporting device including spaced stand-
ards. each having a transverse arm, a cen-
tral member extending between the stand-
ards, a frame swinging uporf said central
member, side members extending between
said transverse standard arms and spaced
from said central member at each side theve-
of, a balance weight carried by said swing-
ing frame, compensating weights swinging
from said spaced side members, a cable pul-
ley. carried by said central member, and a
cable connected to said compensating weights
and extending over said pulley.

Tn testimony whereof, we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES W. SLADE,
BENJAMIN I, DOWNS.
Witnesses -
R. H. Paruzr,
J. A. Suarain.



