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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

ALBERT LATHAM; OF SPRINGFiELD, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
"HALF TO JAMES WILLIAM NOURBOURN, OF SAME PLACE.

EYELET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 577,435, dated February 23, 189%.
Application filed December 6, 1895, Serial No. 571,261, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT LATHAM, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, and a resi-
dent of Springfield, in the county of Hamp-
den and State of Massachusetts, have in-

_ vented certain new and useful Improvements
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in Eyelets, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ,

Thisinvention relates to eyelets, and more
particularly to eyelets having their exposed
surfaces covered with a molded plastic mate-
rial, such, for instance, as pyroxylin.

The object of this invention is mainly to
provide upon the under surface of the head
or overlying flange of the eyelet a projection,
spur, tooth, or rib, one or more, whichinsures
amore effectual firm and immovable setting
of the eyelet upon the leather or other fabric
upon which it is applied. .

A secondary object of the invention is to
provide a construction of eyelet (embodying
a metallic body with a flaring head which is
provided with a series of radial and down-
turned hooks or prongs) in which the ex-
tremities of the said hooks or prongs in the
operation of applying the plastic covering ma-
terial may be restrained by suitable engag-
ing portions of the eyelet-covering dies from

spreading or being unduly deflected either

outwardly or inwardly to distort or affect the
uniformity of the hook-like prongs or mem-
bers of the metallic body and of the eyelet-
head, composed as a whole of the combined
metal prongs and plastic material.

The present invention is especially appli-
cable in the manufacture of eyelets substan-
tially such as described and shown in Letters
Patent of the United States granted to me
August 13, 1895, No. 544,311, although the
invention ig not limited to such construction.

The invention consists of an eyelet having
a metallic body and a top composed in part
of several outwardly-extending and down-
turned metallic members or hooks, and a
plastic-material covering overlying and en-

gaged with said members, said overhanging

top or head having at its base annular rib or
ribs, essentially constituted by the extremi-
ties of said metallic members, although the
rib projection may be in part a molded con-

formation of the plastic material between the
separate metallic members.

The invention in respect of minor features
and characteristics congists in the provision
and formation of parts, all substantially as 55
hereinafter fully deseribed, and set forth in
the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings,in which an actual and practical car-
rying out of the invention is illustrated, and 6o
in which—

Figure 1is a plan view of the eyelet, a por-
tion of the plastic covering material being
shown as broken away for clearerillustration.
Fig. 21is a vertical section taken on line 2 2, 65
Fig. 1. TFig. 3is a bottom plan view of the
eyelet. Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing
the eyelet set upon the fabrie. Figs. 5, 6,
and 9 are sectional views illustrating varia-
tions in formation which are not departures 7o
from the invention. Figs. 7 and 8 are bot- -
tom plan views of forms of eyelets tobe here-
inafter referred to.

The upper part or head o of the metallic
tubular body or clench-tube b of the eyelet, 75
as shown, is constructed with the series of
separate radial members ¢ ¢, which are down-
turned, whereby a surrounding series of mar-
ginal depending hooks are provided. The
plastic material d is molded annularly about 8o
the head of the metallic eyelet-body by the
employment of dies which I have perfected,
and the base of the head is generally flat and
level with, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, the an-
nular rib f, constituted, as to alternating sec- 85
tions thereof, by the extremities 10 of the
metallic hooked prongs, and as to the rela-
tively intermediate sections 12 by the molded
ribbed conformation of the plastic material.

In Figs.2 and 3 the continuous depending go
annular rib is of V form, whilein Figs. 5 and
6 such rib is semicircular, either of these for-
mations of the rib or other formations thereof
being governed by the construction of the
dies, which constitute the subject-matter of g5
an application for Letters Patent of the United.
States filed by me under date of December13,
1895, Serial No. 572,018.

In Fig. 5 it will be noticed that the portion
of each metallic hook-like prong which con- 100
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-that next to the end of the prong,

(4]

stitutes the rib (or a linear part thereof) is
such end
lying at or within the plane of the base of
the eyelet-head.

In Irig. 6 it will be noticed that the end por-
tion of each metallic hook-like prong consti-
tutes the rib or a part thereof only as to a
part of the width of the rib, for, as the same
is seen transversely, a part of the width of
the rib at the place of the prong is composed
by the depending plastic material.

In Fig. 9 an annularly-corrugated surface
is produced by the provision of two V chan-
nels or grooves.

In I‘lo 7 the eyelet, in lieu of having a con-
Lmuous annular rib, has a series of sepamted
ribs, spurs, or depondmg projections, which,
by the reference-numbers 10, are understood
as constituted by the projecting and depend-
ing extremities of the hooked metallic prong,
there being nointervening projecting sections
of the plasbw covering mater al, whllc in Fig.
38 the series of sepamted 1'1b%, spurs, or de-
pending projections there shown and repre-
sented by the number 12 are understood as
constituted by the isolated depending project-
ing sections of the plastic covering material.

It will be perceived that the eross-sectional
contour of the plastic covering material for
the top of the eyelet is appm\lmately para-
bolic, with the crown or salient nearer the in-
ner surface than the outer edge of the head.
This provision accomplishes a useful and
very desirable effect—that is, of imparting a
smaller diametrical appearance to the cov-
cred eyelet than would occur were the crown
or salient midway of the width of the cover-
ing or nearer the outer edge than the inner
surface.

Covered eyelets have been considered ob-
jectionable owing to the apparent bulkiness
thereof, but that objection is now success-

577,435

fully met. The parabolictransverse contour,
or approximately such, also assures an ample
quantity of the covering material over the
metallic prongs at the place of the greatest
wear.

Eyelets may be produced under this inven-
tion having depending base ribs, spurs, or
projections otherwise than as illustrated, but
inasmuch as several forms and modes of pro-
duction of this feature have been illustrated
and referred to if is not deemed advisable or
necessary to deseribe each and all of the modi-
fications of this characteristic which I have
devised.

I claim—

1. Aneyelet having ametallic body, the top
of which is composed of several outwardly-ex-
tending and downturned members or hooks,
and a plastic covering material overlying and
engaged by said members-——cnd portions of
smd hool;ed nmetallic members projecting be-
lowthe surface of the hase of the eyelet-head,
substantially as described.

2. An eyelet consisting of a metallic hody
and a top composed in part of several out-
wardly-extending and depending hook mem-
bersof the body and in part of a plastic cov-
ering overlying and engaged with said meni-
bers, and having at the base of the overhang-
ing surrounding top an annular rib in part
constituted by portions of said metallic mem-
bers, and in part by the molded conformation
of the plastic material intermediate between
said members, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 4th day of Decem-

ber, 1895.
ALBERT LATHAM.
Witnesses:
E. M. LATHAM,
J. W. NOURBOURN.
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