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(54) HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR A LIGHTING MODULE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

(57) The present invention relates to a lighting mod-
ule for an automotive vehicle. The lighting module com-
prises a light source (10) for producing a light beam. Ad-
ditionally, the lighting module includes a heat exchange
system (100) for transferring heat away from the light
source (10). The heat exchange system (100) is provided
with a heat sink plate (11) and a plurality of heat transfer
airfoils. The plurality of heat transfer airfoils forms two
parts with. a plurality of non-anodized heat transfer air-

foils (14) and a pair of anodized heat transfer airfoils (12).
The airfoils are provided such that the pair of anodized
heat transfer airfoils (12) is at peripheral portion encom-
passing the plurality of non-anodized airfoils (14) of the
heat exchange system (100). The plurality of non-ano-
dized airfoils (14) and pair of anodized heat transfer air-
foils (12) are thermally connected to the heat sink plate
(11) and transfer the heat away from the system.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a heat transfer
system for a lighting module of a motor vehicle.. The in-
vention also relates to a motor vehicle lighting device
comprising such a lighting module.

STATE OF THE ART

[0002] For the illumination of path of automotive vehi-
cles, the use of lighting modules comprising a light source
using LEDs (light-emitting diodes) is known.
[0003] Such system lighting modules using light
source comprising LEDs makes it possible to provide
proper lighting in front of the vehicle. They are therefore
used to perform various functions such as for example
road lighting function to illuminate the path and also avoid
dazzling other motorists, or for signaling functions.
[0004] During the operation, such a lighting module
can become very hot due to the use of LEDs and the
heat generated by the motor compartment. Excessive
heating leads to malfunction of the LED or even destruc-
tion of the system and/ or the control circuit. It is therefore
needed to cool the lighting module, in order to keep the
LED under their junction temperature, above which their
performance is decreasing. In that end, the use of heat-
sinks with airfoils or fins is known. However, such cooling
means are not always sufficiently efficient in maintaining
the lighting module below a damaging temperature. To
improve the efficiency of such heat sink many solutions
have been tried such as active cooling with fans blowing
air toward the fins of the heat sink or anodization or cat-
aphoresis. Such systems have been explained in Patent
such as KR 20160000832 U and US 2008175008 A1.
This prior art discloses surface treated led lamp by arc
plasma anodizing and also improvement of heatsink ra-
diation by vacuum sputtering, vaporization and anodizing
respectively. Both the prior art document, talk about an-
odizing of all the fins of the heat sink. Such methods are
complicated in nature and therefore costly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] An object of the present invention is to solve at
least partially the disadvantages described above of
known lighting module. In particular, it is the object of the
present invention to provide a lighting module device with
an improved and compact heat exchange system which
is easy to implement and affordable.
[0006] According to the embodiment of the present in-
vention there is provided a lighting module for an auto-
motive vehicle comprising a light source for producing a
light beam in front of the vehicle. The lighting module
further comprises a heat exchange system for transfer-
ring heat away from the light source, the heat exchange
system. The heat exchange system has a heat sink plate

and plurality of heat transfer airfoils thermally connected
to the heat sink plate.
[0007] The heat transfer airfoils of the heat exchange
system according to the present invention have a plurality
of non-anodized heat transfer airfoils and a pair of ano-
dized heat transfer airfoils. The pair of anodized heat
transfer airfoils are at peripheral portion encompassing
the plurality of non-anodized airfoils of the heat exchange
system. Indeed, such an arrangement wherein only pe-
ripheral airfoils are anodized has shown to decrease sig-
nificantly the junction temperature compared to a heat
exchange system without any anodized airfoils and is
quite as efficient than a full set of anodized airfoils, for a
much better production cost.
[0008] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the heat sink plate of the heat transfer
system is provided with an enveloping airfoil over the
plurality of non-anodized heat transfer airfoils and the
pair of anodized heat transfer airfoils. The enveloping
airfoil of the embodiment of the present invention is con-
nected on the anodized heat transfer airfoil at peripheral
portion of the heat exchange system. The enveloping
airfoil is also anodized to improve the heat transfer. This
arrangement increases further the heat transfer efficien-
cy, while still limiting the cost compared to a full set of
anodized airfoils.
[0009] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, one of the heat transfer airfoil is pro-
vided at peripheral portion is orientated towards the vis-
ible side of the lighting module.
[0010] According to the embodiment of the present in-
vention, the heat transfer airfoil oriented towards the vis-
ible side of the lighting module is anodized to improve
the heat transfer.
[0011] According to the embodiment of the invention,
the anodized heat transfer airfoil are provided with a thin
plastic coating to improve the heat transfer and the aes-
thetic of the lighting module, when considering the heat
transfer airfoil oriented towards the visible side of the
lighting module.
[0012] According to the embodiment of the present in-
vention, the thin plastic coating provided on the heat
transfer airfoil is lower than 100 microns.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] To complete the description and to provide a
better understanding of the invention, a set of drawings
is provided. Said drawings form an integral part of the
description and illustrate an embodiment of the invention,
which should not be construed as restricting the scope
of the invention, but only as an example of how the in-
vention can be carried out. The drawings comprise the
following characteristics.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a heat ex-
change system of a lighting module, according to the
embodiment of present invention. The figure shows
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the arrangement of the plurality of heat transfer air-
foils arranged on a heat sink plate.

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of a heat ex-
change system of lighting module, according to an-
other embodiment of the present invention. The fig-
ure shows an enveloping airfoil arranged on the plu-
rality of airfoils of the heat sink.

Figure 3 is another embodiment of the lighting mod-
ule of the present invention, wherein the anodized
fin lies in a visible area of the lighting module.

Figure 4 shows the lighting module of the Figure 3.
The figure shows airfoil of the heat sink plate coated
with a thin plastic coating.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
[0015] Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a heat
exchange system 100 of lighting device having a light
source 10 such as LED for producing a light beam, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0016] According to an embodiment of the present sub-
ject matter, the heat exchange system (100) shown in
Figure 1 comprises a heat sink plate (11) provided with
a plurality of heat transfer airfoils for transferring heat
away from the heat sink plate 11. In lighting module of
present subject matter, to avoid component failure due
to heat generation, the lighting module is provided with
such heat exchange system for reducing heat generated
inside the module. Such heat sink plate are provided with
plurality of airfoils to increase heat convection dissipa-
tion. To further to improve the heat dissipation by radia-
tion, surface treatment such as anodization or cataphore-
sis is done to increasing radiation emissivity of the airfoils.
But the only surface where this emissivity improvement
is useful is the outer surface because of the emission of
inner airfoils is compensated by the emission of its in
front airfoils.
[0017] Accordingly, the pluralities of heat transfer air-
foils of heat exchange system 100 of the present inven-
tion are made of two types. The heat exchange system
100 is provided with a plurality of non-anodized heat
transfer airfoils 14 and a pair of anodized heat transfer
airfoils 12. The pair of anodized heat transfer airfoils 12
is placed at peripheral portion of the heat sink plate 11.
The pair anodized heat transfer airfoils 12 are arranged
such that they encompass the plurality of non-anodized
heat transfer airfoils 14 of the heat exchange system 100.
As per the embodiment, it signifies that only the first and
the last heat transfer airfoils or the peripheral airfoils are
anodized and the remaining heat transfer airfoils are not
anodized. The plurality of non-anodized heat transfer air-
foils 14 and the pair of anodized heat transfer airfoils 12

are thermally connected to the heat sink plate 11 and
radiate outwards.
[0018] Comparative test showed that the design ac-
cording to the invention allowed a decrease of 14.5 °C
of the junction temperature of the LED compared to a
heat sink plate provided with a full set of non anodized
airfoils whereas a full set of anodized airfoils allowed to
achieve a decrease of 18°C of the junction temperature
of the LED.
[0019] Figure 2 shows another embodiment of the
present invention. According to this embodiment of the
present invention, the heat transfer system 100 compris-
es a heat sink plate 11, a plurality or non-anodized heat
transfer airfoil 14 and a pair of anodized heat transfer
airfoils 12. Additionally, the heat transfer system 100
comprises an enveloping airfoil 16. The enveloping airfoil
16 is connected on the pair of anodized heat transfer
airfoil 12 provided at peripheral portion of the heat ex-
change system (100). The embodiment provides emis-
sivity improvement on the outer side of this surface. The
enveloping airfoil 16 of the present invention is also an-
odized to attain the objectives according to the scope of
invention.
[0020] According to yet another embodiment of
present invention as shown if Figure 3, at least one an-
odized heat transfer airfoil 12 at peripheral portion is ori-
entated towards the visible side of the lighting module.
The Figure shows a light source 10 such as a LED as-
sembled inside the housing 20 of a motor vehicle lighting
device. The figure also shows the heat sink plate 11 ar-
ranged in relation to the light source 10. The provision of
the anodized airfoil in the visible area of the lighting de-
vice provides higher heat dissipation due to relatively low-
er temperature near the outer side of lighting device.
[0021] Figure 4 shows another embodiment of the
present invention where the at least one anodized heat
transfer airfoil 12 , for instance here the one provided at
peripheral portion, is coated with a thin plastic coating
12a. The size of the thin plastic coating 12a provided on
the heat transfer airfoil 12 is lower than 100 microns. The
thin plastic coating 12a is provided with additional aes-
thetic design or feature to improve the design of the light-
ing module. The addition of the thin plastic coating 12a
further improves the emissivity of the heat sink and en-
sures better heat transfer in the lighting module.

Claims

1. A lighting module for a automotive vehicle compris-
ing:

a light source (10) for producing a light beam;
and
a heat exchange system (100) for transferring
heat away from the light source (10), the heat
exchange system (100) comprising:
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a heat sink plate (11); and
characterized in that the heat exchange
system (100) further comprises a plurality
of non-anodized heat transfer airfoils (14)
and a pair of anodized heat transfer airfoils
(12), wherein the pair of anodized heat
transfer airfoils (12) are at peripheral portion
encompassing the plurality of non-anodized
airfoils (14) of the heat exchange system
(100).

2. The lighting module as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the plurality of non-anodized heat transfer airfoils
(14) and the pair of anodized airfoils (12) are ther-
mally connected to the heat sink plate (11).

3. The lighting module as claimed in claim 1 or 2, where-
in at least one anodized heat transfer airfoil (12) at
peripheral portion is orientated towards the visible
side of the lighting module.

4. The lighting module as claimed in claim 1 to 3, where-
in the heat sink plate (11) is provided with an envel-
oping airfoil (16) over the plurality of non-anodized
heat transfer airfoils (14) and the pair of anodized
heat transfer airfoils (12).

5. The lighting module as claimed in any of claim 1 to
4, wherein at least one anodized heat transfer airfoil
(12) is provided with a thin plastic coating (12a).

6. The lighting module as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the thin plastic coating (12a) provided on the heat
transfer airfoil (12) is lower than 100 microns.

7. The lighting module as claimed in any of claims 4 to
6, wherein the enveloping airfoil (16) is connected
on the two anodized heat transfer airfoil (12) at pe-
ripheral portion of the heat exchange system (100).

8. The lighting module as claimed in any of claim 4 to
7, wherein the enveloping airfoil (16) is also ano-
dized.

9. The lighting module as claimed in any of preceding
claims, wherein the light source (10) is a LED dis-
posed on a LED circuit board.

10. The lighting module as claimed in any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the plurality of non-anodized
heat transfer airfoils (14) and the pair of anodized
heat transfer airfoils (12) are made of aluminium.

11. Motor vehicle lighting device comprising a lighting
module according to any of the preceding claims.
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